ORT

.
O
T
&
L&
A
fr
fx

£
<]

<

712th Tank “n
July 44 - ™ar a5




'Bm'mou |

N o7 AP@ 308, U. S. Ammy
Y ,a\ . 20 mm lm
‘SEBJECY: After Astiem Report. | _( vy
70 - s Adjstest Gemeral, Washington, D. C. g 7
(Thras Chansels) . ’

’ 1. Tressmitted berewith, After Actien Report and supporting Jourml
*. edbmitted in conpliance with Letter (file: 319.1/401 (o)), Hesdquarters Piret
.7 Uatted States Army, 13 July 194k
R Y
2. Delag 1n submission due to tastical situstion.

Tor the Commanding Officer:




with Company B, 712th Tank Battalien, supperting
y Regiment of  Infastry Divisien in ite attack oa
?“-C” « The eross reads (266-855) 8t, Jeres
207-847). It took up positionm firet mear Pert
Company B for time te engage targets. It laid ameke
for three mimstes, and later that day amcke was

a poriod of three mintes.

m supperting 624 Alrberne Division, comtacted enemy near les Neitere
| 2-(298-918), 1st and 24 platoons on line, 3rd platoon ia reserve. lst
psheen worked with 507th Infantry in close suppert, the infantry protecting its

. ot targets by signs and tracers. Eeach infantry seldier md
3 \resems .t.r directing fire. Tanks over-ran maay hedgerows and machins gum pos-

itisms. 1B amd WP very offective. *
24 platesn in support of 325th Infantry Regimemt (Glider) moved 1800 yards
bogond edjective first day, the infantry protecting its flanks. It over-ren edge-

ve
and sumsreus machine gun positioms, knocking out an 88 mm gun at range of 1800
road mine.

The Company supported the 358th Infantry Regiment in an attack oa St. Jores,
the lst amdSrd platooss perticipading and the 2d platoon in reserve., The terrain
was very bad for the mansuvering of tanks but the attack was suesessful and St.
Jores was takea. Two tanks and sevea men were lost due to enemy action.

Company attached to 359th Infantry Regimest, 90th Infantry Division. It sup-
ported the infantry im hedgerow fighting at St. Susanne. Company maintemance half
track kaocked cut by HE shell. All of crew, exsepting two, evecuated. 105 mm

E

_ Asseglt Gun slipped off road and threw a track. Assault Gun was used as 6th tank
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, of 3rd platoon. Company Commander wounded by booby-trapped gate. Platoon Sergeant,

2d platoon, killed by aniper.

Company D

The company, less the company rear echelon, moved with the Battalion, at 0545,
to an area 300 yards Soutiwest of Framuetot, France and arrived at 0635. The com-
pany was in 90th Infantry Division Reserve. The lst Platoon under 1lst 1t., Bugene
T. Godfrey moved to the vicinity 1000 yards Southeast of Pont Auny, France to sup-
port the 3rd Battalion, 358th Infantry Regiment, This platoon with ths Battalion
assault gun platoon attacked with the Infanmtry during the aftermoon. Two assault
guns were lost and one enemy tank (Mark IV) was destroyed, and members of crews

" reported hits on enemy personmel. The Flatoon re joined the company at 2300, Ap-

rroximately 100 rounds of 37 mm and 800 rounds of .30 cal. ammnition were fired.
There were no casualties.

Servics Compapnyi

One recovery unit and crew, went forward to right a Company B tank that had
that had turned over while riding parallel to a hedgerow. Mortar barrage damaged
two 1/4 ton vehicles, one man received shrapnel wound in the leg, and was evacuated
to the hospital. Vehicles which could be put into action against the enemy that
were not in smll arms fire, regardless of how close to frount lines, were to be
recovered at the earliest possible moment. It was decided that recovery of vehicles
destroyed by fire was not worth the risk in lives involved.

| b July 194k
Headagarters & Headquarters Company:

3rd Section of Assault Gun Platoon supported Company B, 712th Tank Battalion
in attack on St. Jores. _
Company A:

lst Platoon in close support of final objective, held by infantry. Night
attack launched past final objective following artillery and air bombardment.

2d Flatoon in reserve; 3rd Flatoon, with 325th Infantry Regiment, engaged in
limited action, remaining generally in reserve.
Compeny B:

Compeny supported 358th Infantry Regiment in attack on, and capture of, lLa
Belle Croix.
Company C:

2d Platoon supported infantry in attack on St, Jores and Pretot. 3rd Platoon
supported infantry (2d Battalion, 359th), advancing two miles to within 1000 yards
of Foret du Mont Castre. 1st Platoon supported advance of lst Infantry Battalion,

(359th).

Company D:
The 1st Platoon returned to the ar‘. iiiuied the day before at 0530. This
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platoon attacked during the day with Infantry and was under heavy enemy artiliery
fire most of the day. It returned to the company assembly area at 2100 after

firing a comparatively small amount of ammunition. One tank was towed in for
maintenance, but there were no casualties.

5 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Company:

Third Section of the Assault Gun Platoon continued to support Company B. Mortar
Platoon attached to an Infantry Kortar Platoon with an additional section of German
81 mm, which had been captured and was being put to use. The mortars were set in
position 500 yards east of cross roads (266-855). One mission was carried out by
firing on a cross road west of Le Belles Croix (261-844).

Company A:

Company moved to la Dauderie (231-873) % mile Southeast, 1lst platoon knocked
out one Anti-tank gun of approximately 40 mm HV. Close fighting in support of Inf-
antry in heavy woods. lay fire on enemy mortars and silenced same. Took up defens-
ive position at night to protect against enemy counter-attack. Still with 507th
(2d Battalion). Tanks set forward pace on that of the Infantry. Final objective
Hill 121, Took hill by 1400, Went inmto defensive position. 1lst section on left
flank and 2d section on right flank. 2nd platoon in reserve.

3rd platoon supported Infantry North of Poterie. Foor liaison between tanks
and Infantry. Area was heavilly wooded. Fighting was at point blank range. Shelled
town of Poterie. Knocked out church steeple used as OP. One tank temporarily im-
mobilized by enemy 75 mm Anti-tank gun. Gun knocked out together with ensmy bazooka
man and machine gun nest. Tank later repaired and put back into action by crew.
Silenced one or two 88 mm guns. Over-ran four or five machine gun nests. Ensmy well
dug in with network of tunnels and area stubbornly defended. Shelled heavy ensmy
pill-box and silenced same at 800 yards. Machine gun and 75 mm fire took heavy toll
of enemy.

Company B:

Company supported the 357th Infantry Regiment in an attack on Beau Coudray.
Three tanks lost due to bad terrain and one to enemy action. The tank-infantry
tactics in hedgerow country completely changed.

Company C:

lst platoon supported advance of infantry toward Foret Du Mont Castre. 2d
and 3rd platoon continued joint advanoe, reaching cross roads northwest of Foret
Du Mont Castre. Two tanks were knocked out by enemy Anti-tank and bazooka fire.
Both platoons withdrew 400 yards. One tank bogged down betweem the lines,

Company D

The company, attached to the 359th Infantry Regiment, moved to an assembly
area at (270-8595. The company commander and platoon leaders spent most of the
afternoon at the 3rd Battalion OP awaiting orders. The company remained in tiie
assembly area during the night. .
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§ July 1944

Beadquarters & Headgquarters Company:

Company moved to new location in vicinity of La Febueris. Mortar Platoon
attached to the 1lst Battalion, 357th Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry Division
and took up a position at (269-836). It received three missions to fire on a
bridge and road in vieinity (265-821).

Company A
1st platoon engaged in mopping up. It cleaned out three machine gun nests

designated by Infantry. In evening F Company, 508th Infantry Regiment came up

on flank of 507th and ons section tanks plus 105 mm assault gun made night attack
on epemy. Tanks later bogged down, but were retrieved. Flatoon returned to
assembly area late and re-fueléd. Thought to have knocked out one 88 mm gun.
2nd platoon no activity.
3rd platoon no activity.
Company B:
Company engaged the ensmy and drove thres-quarters of a mils south of Beau

Coudray, but due to the heavy action of the ensmy the infantry was unsble to hold

the ground the tanks had secured.

Company C:

lst platoon attempted, without success, to carry supplies, including ammun-
ition, on decks of its tanks to isolated infantry.
Company D

The 3rd Platoon moved into an intermediate position at (267-850) and stood
by until it was withdrawn to the company assembly area about 2000.

The 2d Platoon was attached to the 2d Battalion, 358th Infantry Regiment and
zmoved to an intermediate position at (250-840). It made no attack and withdrew
to the company assembly area about 2200. The platoon leader's gunner was lightly

‘wounded by ensmy artillery and was evacuated.

The 3rd Platoon moved to the vicinity of (263-854) to post security for the
90th Division CP and remained there during the night. .

. 7 Jady 1944
Hoadguarters & Hepdgquarters Company:

Mortar Platoon attached to 1lst Battalion, 357th Infantry, 90th Infantry Div-
ision. It took up position at (265-835) to fire on enemy positions at Beau Coud-
ray (264-826) along road and other targets of opportunity. During aftermoon of
Tth and night of 7th several rounds werse fired.

110
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' Remaimed with 90th Infantry Division supporting 357th Infantry Regiment's
advance toward 1s Plessis. Prectically no resistance encountered.
Sempany C:
Remained with 90th Infantry Division. 3rd platoon supported infantry in
resisting an enemy counter-attack west of Hill 122,
8 July 1944
Company Ds

Compeny attached to 121st Infantry Regiment, 8th Infantry Division. The Company,
less the company rear echelon, moved to a campany assembly area at 0400, (185-869),
distanos traveled 10 miles, arrived at 0515. It remained in the assembly area await-
ing further orders. The 3rd Platoon moved out to protect the lst Battalion, 121st
Infantry Regiment CP. This platoon returned after about two hours, Company moved
at 1800 to 21%-855) and took up position to support infantry against enemy counter-
attack. The terrain was unsuitable for close tank support. Many snipers were en-
courtered in this area.

9 July 1944

Headquarters & Hegdguarters Company:
Held in reserve 8th Ixﬁ‘ant:y Division. Mortar platoon re joined ccupan;.
Company 4 )
Remained in reserve with 82d Airborne Division.

One section of tanks each from lst platoon and 3rd platoon with 357th Infantry
Regiment attacked the enemy at Salmonnerie.

Company C3
lst and 3rd platoons held positions.

Company D

The company pulled out of the area occupied during previous night and made a
wide left hook to vicinity of (210-838) to support the 2d Battalion of 121st Inf-
antry Regiment. The 3rd Platoon cleared up many ensmy machine gun positions and
several tank periscopes were shot out by enemy fire. The company returned at 2200
to an assembly area in the vicinity of (218-844).

. 10 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Compeny:
Company moved to new bivouac area (193-842) southeast of La Haye Du Puits.
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Remained in reserve with 82d Airborne Division.

Company B:

. Company used a bulldozer tank in cleaning out small enemy pockets. The Germans
were dug in so deeply they were in same instances buried alive.

Compeny C:

1st and 3rd platoons continued to hold former positions.

Company D:

The 2d Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment contimued to attack in the direction
of Hill 112, and was supported by the 1lst Platoon, while the 2d and 3rd Platoons
were in reserve., 100 rounds of 37 mm and 4000 rounds of cal. .30 ammunition were
expended. All platoons returned to assembly area at 2245.

11 July 1944
Hegdquarters & Headguarters Compeny:

Remsined in bivouac area in reserve.

Company A

Relsased from 82d Airborne Division and assigned to 8th Infantry Division.
Company moved 300 yards southeast of la Haye Du Puits. 3rd platoon caused ensmy
to withdraw over one mile, enabling infantry to advance without opposition. Hedge-~
rows were beat with HE and machine gun fire, 2d and 3rd platoons in reserve.

Company B:

Attacked with 359th Infantry Regiment, and drove to Seves River with little
resistance.

Company C:
3rd platoon, holding former position, captured three German paratroopers.

1st platoon supported advance of 358th Infantry down forward slops of Hill 122,
Entire platoon of four tanks was wiped out by ensmy Anti-tank and bazooka fire,
Flatoon leader and four members of crews seriously wounded, six members killed, and
six unacoounted for.

Gompany D;

The 3rd Platoon moved out early to support the 24 Bsttalion. The Platoon sup-
ported the Battalion's open right flank while the Battalion Commander requested the
wholes company to move up for support. While the campany officers were at the Bat-
falion CP, enemy artillery fell in the vicinity of two company peeps, injuring both
drivers slightly. All platoons moved to vicinity of (205-835), but could give little

‘
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support due to hedgerows. The lst Bzttalion moved tc attack Hill 112 around the
left flank of the 2d Battalion. All platoons were withdrawn from the 24 Battalion
to support the lst, while moving on Hill 112. The 3rd Flatoon was attached to the
2¢ Battalion, and supported its move to the crest of Hill 112 by close fire support.
The lst and 2d Flstoons moved up to the position of the 3rda Platoon, and fired some
«30 caliber ammunition. The company stood by in this position to support against
eneny counter-attack. One tank of tne 3rd Flatoon damaged a sprocket during the day.
The company withdrewx tc the company assembly area Southwest of Lithaire, France.

1z July 1944
Headguarters & Hezdguarters Company:

In reserve,

Company A:

1st platocn in heavily wooded area. Cne tank knocked out by bazooka fire. Crew
evacuated. 2c¢ section was executing a right hcok when tank was hit, practically no
flank prectection by infantry. Platoon fell back and made left hock, mopping up hedge-
rows and houses with 75 mm and mechine gun fire. It moved 3 mile with infantry close
behind., Stayed in orchard at night under heavy enemy fire.

2d platoon in direct support of lst platocn.
3rd platoon in direct support fire on targets of opportunity.

Company B:
Relieved from 90th Infantry Division and rejoined Battalion.

Company C:
Rejoined Battalion reserve, Tire devoted to maintenance and practice with

infantry.

Company D:

The lst and 3rd Platoons with a platoon of S.P.T.D's. moved to an area of
(208-820), and stood by to support 1lst Battalion as it moved towara Hill 92. About
the miadle of the afterncon the entire company moved forward to an assembly area at
(225-815), and Hill 92 had been taken. The company spent the night in this area.

13 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Company:

Company moved to new bivouac area (244-833) west of Belle St. Croix.

Company A:

2d platoon relieved 1st platoon and supported 13th Regiment of 8th Division.
Knocked out bazooka and machine nests. Knocked snipers out of trees with 75 mm fire.
105 mm Assault Gun active in support firing at targets of opportunity. Abandoned
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one tank mired down and under heavy fire. It was hit by b;sooka, but not burned.
N was later retrieved and back in use.

3rd platoon penstrated ensmy lines without infantry support for a depth of over
three miles. Found infantry wasn't following up so withdrew. On way back ran into
enemy who had hooked in behind and planted mines. One tank knocked out by mines;
another accounted for one Mark IV tank, one Remault tank, three motorcycles, knocked
out or silenced ome or two 75 mm Anti-tank guns, and killed from 50 to 100 enemy
troops. One Mark IV tank got away but may have beea hit. Platoon feught its way
back to own lines safely, even though crippled by loss of one tank and one oripplsd.

1st platoon relieved 3rd platoon at night.

Company B:

Coapany in reserve.

Company C;

Company in reserve.
Company D:

The 2d Platoon moved to Hill 92 to support the lst Battalion, 1l2lst Infantry
Regiment, and cleared several fields. The platoon stayed in this vicinity all
afternmoon. The 3rd Platoon supported the 2d and 3rd Battalions on the West slope
of Hill 92, This platoon lost the Platoon lesder's tank and OGuansr through artillery
fire. The Gunner was evacuated. All platoons returned to the company assesmbly
area. At about 2100, the company was instructed to clear the Regiment sector as
another unit was moving in. The company moved to old area Southwest of Lithaire

where instructions were received to join the Battalion at (243-835). The company closed

into this area about 2400, The 3rd Flatoon Isader's tank was evacuated by the
company maimtenance section. One tank, previously lost by the 2d platoon had, by
this time, been recovered and returned to the company. The company was up to T/0
strength on vehicles at this time,

Ly July 1944

Battalion relieved from assigment to 8th Infantry Division and assigned to
90th Infantry Division.

He rters & Headguarters Com :
In reserve.
Company A:
1st platoon knocked out two ammunition dumps of small arms. Close fighting

early in morning with 8th Division. Returned to bivouac area before noon. Com-
pany in reserve with 358th Infantry Regiment, 90th Infantry Division.

Company B:
Company devoted time in practical work with 358th Infantry Regiment.

SN T A1 -
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Company C:
‘Company devoted time to practical work with infantry.

Company D:

The company was attached to the 2d Battalion, 357th Infantry -egiment, 90th
Infantry Division to help clear the Peninsula near Gorges, France. The company
moved into intemmediate position and awaited orders. No enemy resistance was en-
countered, but many prisoners were taken. One,ﬁ?gé accidently killed when preparing
to return to the Battalion area. The Battalion moved to an assembly area at (298-803).

15 July 1944

Headquarters & Headgquarters Company:

In Battalion reserve.

Company At
Company moved to Vindefontaine (268-885). Company engaged in maintenance.

Company B:
Tactics of previous day sgain practiced with 257th Infantry Regiment.

Company C:
Tactics practiced with Infantry Regiment.

Company D:
Spent the day on maintenance and care of equipment,

Service Company:

One truck each from fuel and lube, and ammunitlon sectiions attached to the
respective companies,

16-21 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Compeny:

In reserve.

Company A:

In reserve, Time devoted to maintenance.

Compeny B:

In reserve. Company reorganized.

Company C:

In reserve.

10-LEONFIDEM VlaL”



Company D:
. In reserve.

22 July 194,

Headguarters & Headquarters Company:

Assault Gun Platoon fired indirect fire on targels in viclnit;y oI rerriers,
Company A:
1st 2d and 3rd platoons in direct fire support on targets of crpomanity in
support of infantry attempt to take an island in viecinity of Gonfreville, [ ne tank
N\ ot e

knocked out and burned by hit from 75 mm Anti-tank gun of high
2d platoon attempted to make crossing, but tco much mud and toe =uch concen-

trated enemy fire. Flatoons spent ni ht in pesition under aili xinds axd calibers
of heavy enemy fire.

Company B:

Company used for indirect fire in support of 355th Infantry Regiment and Q15th
Field Artillery. Performed own surveying amd opersted fire direction center. Fired
5560 rounds of HE ammunition into Perriers and vicinity during periad J2-36 July.

Company C:
In reserve,
Company D:
In reserve,
23 July 1944
Headquarters & Headguarters Company:

In reserve,

Company A:

Support fire as on previous day. Enemy strongly entrenched and dug in. Much
enemy artillery concentrated on tanks and infantry.

Company B:

Company used for indirect fire in support of 358th Infantry Regiment and 915th
Field Artillery. Performed own surveying and operated fire direction center. Fired
5560 rounds of HE ammunition into Perriers and vicinity during period 22-26 July.

Comg ny C:

In reserve,

MSONFIDENTIAL
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Company D: .
In reserve.

24, July 1944

Headquarters & Headguarters Company:

In reserve.

Company A:
In reserve with 358th Infantry Regiment.

Company B:

Company used for indirect fire in support of 358th Infantry Regiment and 915th
Field Artillery. Performed own surveying and operated fire direction center. Fired
5560 rounds of HE ammunition into Perriers and vicinity during period 22-26 July.

Company C:

In reserve.

Company D:

In reserve.

25 July 1944

Headquarters & Headguarters Company:

In reserve.

Company A:
Company moved to Perriers (271-731). In reserve as before.

Comegz B:

Company used for indirect fire in support of 358th Infantry Regiment and 915th
Field Artillery. Performed own surveying and operated fire direction cenmter. Fired
5560 rounds of HE ammunition into Perriers and vicinity during period 22-26 July.

Company C:
In reserve.
Company D:

In reserve. Company officers made reconnaissance for company assembly area at
(275-775) at 0630 and stood by during the day.

12~
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26 July 1944
Headquarters & Headquarters Company:

In reserve.

Company A:

In reserve,

Company Bt

Company used for indirect fire in support of 358th Infantry Regiment and 915th
Field Artillery. Performed own surveying and operated fire direction center. Fired
5560 rounds of HE ammunition into Perriers and vicinity during period 22-26 July.

Company C:
Attached to 357th Infantry Regiment at assembly area in vicinity of St. Eny.
Company D:

Company moved to new company assembly area at £75-775) at 0630 and stood by
during the day.

27 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Company:

In reserve,

Company A:

In reserve.

Company B:

Company in support of 359th Infantry Regiment by direct fire on enemy positions
along the Seves River but due to the low swampy ground and heavily mined positions the
tanks withdrew to high ground. Four men and one tank were lost due to box type mine
containing approximately 40O pounds of TNT.

Company C:
Attached to 357th Infantry Regiment at assembly area in vicinity of St. Eny.

Company D¢

The company attached to 359th Infantry Regiment. Company moved to (270-746) at
1600. 1st platoon in support of 3rd Battalion, and 3rd platoon in support of 1l1st
Battalion., The lst platoon moved imto Ferriers as the first armored units into the
town. When five enemy tanks were seen one mile south of the town , the platoon stood
by while a medium tenk platoon in Company B placed fire on the enemy tanks. The 3rd
platoon moved through Perriers to (282-715). One section of this platoon with a sec-
tion of medium tanks from Company B, and an infantry platoon made a left hook on the
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enemy tank position. Or this move, one tank leading the .oclumn struck a series of
eneny mines and the tank was totally destroyed. The driver and the bow gunner were
killed and the tank commander and the gunner were injured and evacuated. The 3rd
platoon spent the night at (282-715). After the enemy tanks were destroyed, the
1st platoon withdrew to (275-725) and spent the night.

28 July 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Compeny:

In reserve.

Company A:

Compeny moved to St. Saveur L'Endlin (290-652) 3-3/4 miles Southeast. Reserve.
Company B:

Company supported the 359th Infantry Regiment in attack on Perriers., During the

night the Germans withdrew. The second platoon engaged the enemy in a tank battle
and was credited with destroying two German Mark V tanks.

Company C:

Company supported advance of 357th Infantry Regiment. One tank knocked out by
enemy mine. Company returned to Battalion in vicinity of Perriers.

Company D:

The Infantry Battalions to which the Flatoons were attached moved forward quickly,
meeting no enemy resistance. The lst Platoon moved to Perriers bpt could not rejoin
the Infantry Battalion due to road restrictions. The 3rd Platoon moved to (269-640)

to support the Infantry Battalion which had reached this point. The entire company
and Tank Battalion assembled at (287-650) about 2200.

29-31 July 1944
He ers & :
In reserve.
Company A:
In reserve. Maintenance of vehicles.
Company B:

On 29 July company attacked with 359th Infantry Regiment and enemy withdrew from
Perriers to St. Saveur L'Endlin. Balance of period in reserve.

Company C:
In reserve. Maintenance of vehicles.,

Company D:

) ’ ‘e " ;.
In reserve., Maintenance of vehicles W A '
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AFO 308, U. 5. Army
13 September 1944

SUBJECT: After Action Report.

TO ¢ Adjutant General, Washington, D, C.
(Thru: Channels).

Transmitted herewith, After Action Report and supporting Journal
submitted in compliance with letter (file: 319.1/401 (c)),. Headquarters First
United States Army, 13 July 1944.

For the Commanding Officer:

M.
STANLEY ¥/, SEELEY \

2d Lt., Cavalry
3 Incl: : Ad jutant
l-War Diary, Battalion (quadruplicate)
2-War Diary, Companies (quadruplicate)
3-Operations Journal ‘ L
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SRR T YE AL UARTERES T121H TANK E&TTALION.

are 2058, U. L. ATy
1 Leptemper 1944

History of 712ih lank pattelion

The 712th Tank Battzlion landed in France on 2G and 30 June 1944 end lmmediately

“after assembling was attached to the 90th Infantry Livisiorn (less Company a wnich init-

ially was attached to the 82d Airborne Division). The battalion was cowridted on £ July
1944 in the vicinity of St. Jores, with the two medium companies and the mertar platoon
attached to infantry regiments, and the light tank ccmpany and assault gun platcon in
reserve, :

The battalion fcught at St. Jores, zeau Coudray and Foret de Lont Castre, attached
as indicated. Cn & July 1944 the battalion less Company &, was attacned tc the 8th Inf-
antry Division for the attack on La Haye du Fuits and South. Company - remained with
the 90th Infantry Division, continuing the attack on roret de :ilont Czstre. (ne platocn
of Company C 712th Tank Battalion (Lt, Flower's platocn) was in such & position tnat
they could not be relieved when the battalion went to the 8th Infantry Division, and
eventually the platoon was lost through enemy action.

On 13 July 1944 the battalicn was again assembled and reattached to the 9th lnf-
antry Division, since that date the entire battzlion has been attachca and scted as a
part of the 90th Infantry Division.

On the night of 1 August 1944 a task force composed of the 90th Reconnalssance
Troop, Company D 712th Tank Battalion, and Assault Gun Flatoon 712th Tanxk sattalicn was
organized, under the command of Lt. Col. George B. Randolph, Commanding Ctficer 71Zth
Tank Battalion, and proceeded from St, Saveur de lLendelin, through Coutances anc Av-—
ranches, to the vicinity of St. Hilaire to block the rcads to the North and horthwest
of St, Hilaire du Harcourt. This mission was accomplished by daylight, 2 August 1944
and the assembly area of the Division secured.

On 5 August 1944 the 712th Tank Battalion with 90th Leconnaissance Troop attacned,
spearheaded the move from St, Hilaire du Harcourt tc wayenne as part of task Force V.eaver
The move was made with great speed and allowed the Division to take jiayenne before the
enemy had time to complete his demolition. This rapid and successful move was the
beginning of the turning movement which formed the pocket in the vicinity of Chambolis.

After holding liayenne overnight orders were receivea tc proceed through Aron to
Le Mans. While the officers of the battalion were assembled and being triefed for thne
move, very destructive artillery and high velocity fire was received in tne battalion
area, and the report received of an infantry and tank attack rmoving toward that area
from Aron. In spite of this the column was formed and noved out tc meet the attack.,
The attack was stopped initially by the tznks of Company A 712th Tank Battalion, and
Ma}. Mason's Battalion, 357th Infantry proceeded to push the enemy back to the vicinity
of Aron.

After developing the situation and pushing the enemy back the decision was made to

move to Le Mans by way of Vaiges. This move was begun before dawn the next day, and by
early afternoon the part of Task Force ‘'eaver had reached Chammes.
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At this time the cclumn was being led by Lt. Godfrey's platoon Company D, 712th Tank
Battalion, with infantry mounted on the tanks. As the column was about to enter
CHAMVES the leading tank was fired upon by machine guns and what appeared to be 20 mm
anti-aircraft guns used as anti-tank weapcns. The situation was developed by this
platoon, and again Maj. kason's battalion supported by tanks of 712th Tank Battalion,
attacked and took the town and the column was formed up to continue on its mission but
stray enemy resistance past the town was encountered and the decision was made to by
pass this resistance and continue to Le Mans by another route. During this day three
minor engagements were fought, in all cases the tanks of Company D, 712th Tank Battalion
hit the resistance, developed it and finally pushed the enemy back. By this time tne
move had become a pursuit and a column of enemy vehicles several miles long was des-
troyed or czused to be abandoned. Just before dark Chalfour de Notre Dame was reached
where the column was to join with ancther column of Task Force “eaver. At this point
the leading element quickly took possession of the town and the column was closed up in
the area. Patrols later contacted the other column of Task Force jeaver - the position
was consolidated, and the next day e Mans fell without resistance. ‘

At Le Lans the entire division was assembled and moved on through Alencon and Sees
to the vicinity of Nonant le Pin to complete the pocket. On this move the battalion
moved to Division reserve, withcout fighting, except for Company D, which assisted in
mop-up operations and reconnaissance.

After reaching the vicinity of honant le Pin the companies of the 712th Tank Bat-
talion were attached to the infantry regiments of the Division. Company A was engaged
with elements of the 359th and 358tn Infantry in the attack on Le Bourg St. Leonard.

In this engagement Company A suffered heavy losses but assisted very materially in stop-
Ping an enemy tank-infantry attack, and after the attack was stopped, in taking the town,
thereby sealing a main route of escape from the pocket. After the pocket was sealed
Company B and Company C participatecd in a very important manner in the reduction of the
enemy in the pocket. On this action the 712th Tank Battalion was credited with the
destruction of 620 vehicles including 50 tanks.

In the =dvance from St. Hilaire to Le Mans the aggressive action of the armor which
was leading the column had a tremendous effect on the action and on the war. In the
reduction of the pocket near Chambois the fire of the battalion had a very important
part in the destruction of the enemy there, and in preventing his efforts to oreak out
of the pocket.

rn e D free.
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L AFTER ACTION REFCRT OF
712TH TANK BATTALICN
for August 1944

e

1 August 194
HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COLPANY:

Company in bivouac area 3-3/L miles Southeast of St. Saveur Lendelin (290-652).
Reconnaissance Platoon reconnoitered three routes from St. Saveur Lendelin to Gavry.
Returned to area 2200, At 2300 platoon was given mission of setting up road blocks
in vicinity of St. Hilaire. Assault Gun Platoon was attached to Company D and given
mission of setting up road blocks in vicinity of Vanchecas., Mortar Platoon remained
with Compeny. ,

COMPANY A:

Company in bivouac 3-3/4 miles Southeast of St. Saveur Lendelin.

COMPANY B:

Company in bivouac 3-3/4 miles Southeast of St. Saveur Lendelin. iaintenance of
vehicles and rest.

COMPANY C:
Company in bivouac 3-3/L miles Southeast of 5t. Saveur Lendelin.

CQUF D:

Company in bivouac 3-3/4 miles Southeast of St. Saveur Lendelin. it 2330 alerted
to move. .

MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

In bivouac in vicinity of St., Saveur lendelin.

2-3 August 1944

HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COMPANY:

bompany less Assault Gun Platoon and Reconnaissance Platoon moved from bivouac
to Le Bourget, distance of 52 miles at 0100, 3 August, column attacked by enemy air-
craft at Avranches, No casualties,

Reconnaissance, Flatoon attached to Task Force Randolph. No contact with enemy
on 2 August. On 3 August it was given mission to maintain contrel with lst Infantry
Division along route St, Hilaire-dMortaim., It captured 17 prisomers and killed two of
enemy along route, Its second mission, with one platoon of light tanks, was to re-
connoitre route from St, Hilaire to Buais. No enemy opposition encountered.

SIS 91 -



Assault Gun FPlatoon on 2 Aﬁgust attached to’Task FB}ce Rardolph. Supported 359th
Infantry Regiment in attack on St. Hilaire which was captured a2t 1600. it remained

attached 3 August.

COMPANY 4A:

2 August Company left bivouac area on march to Avranches. Bombed by enemy at
latter place. No casualties. 3 August Company bivouaced at (425-076), GSGS France,
1/50,000.

COMPANY B:

3 August at 1030 left St. Saveur Lendelin, arriving at Le Sourget (59 miles;,
Encountered very little enemy oppcsition.

MP, C:

Marched to Avranches. Bombed enroute. MNo damage.

COLPANY D:

2 August the Compeny moved with the Battalion ieconnaissance rlatceor arnd tre
Command half-track via Coutance and Avranches and arrived at 0500 in the vieci-lity
three miles NE of St. Hilaire, France., Ceveral halts were rade con tnis 55 xile tr.:..
Three points initially were seized znd held, The 3rd ilatoon under Lt. Coe hele =
cross-road about two miles i of aftel. The 2d rletcon umder Lt. (':crient held the
eross-roads at Laftel, The 1lst Ilatcon under Lt, Gcdfrey held the river c®cczing i
of St, Hilaire until about 1500 when, with Infantry, the town of Lt. Hilrire v:c tzken.
- About 2100, the Platoon was attached tc an iIrfantry force and storted a mcve on ou-
vigne du Desert. The 2d FPlatoon with the Jivisicn Reccnnzissance Trcoop reconnoitered
to the Zast via lemcns taking several rrisoners. The Zrd latcen wazs withdrawn to the
Company assembly area at Naftel about 1700.

3 August the 1lst Flatcoon arrived at Icuvicne du Desert 2bout 0300 and estaplished
necessary rcad blocks., About 1200 this Platcon, witn about two sqguads of Infartry,
occupied the town of iandivy and set up security for the night. The 2d and 3rd rlatoons
with platoons frorm the Division Reccnnaissance Trocop reconnoitered recads in the vicinity
of Mortain and Bouis during the day. The Compeny CP remained at lLaftel.

MEDICAL DETACIHMENT:

Road march to vicinity of le iesnil (zenne. Detachment split in two sections;
first section followed line companies, second section fcllowed trains. Loth sections
of column were strafed and bombed with incendiaries 2t Avranches. There were nc casuci-
ties in the Battalion due to enemy action.

Bivouaced vicihity of le iiesnil Czenne. Light snelling incurred. laintenznce cof
vehicles,

L August 1944

HEADQUARTERS & HEAD JUARTERS CCLIPANY:

Reconnaissance Flatoon given mission of directing engineers cn clearance of rcad
at St. Symphoriem. Captured 2 prisoners at road bleck. Given mission of rmopping up

. o
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_EPRFIDENTIAL
St. Symphoriem, Bivas, Savigny, Landivy, and Tougerolles—du-ilessis.

Assault Gun Platoon remained with Task Force nandolph. [o contact with eneny.,
COMPANY A:

In bivouac at (425-076) GSGS France, 1/50,000.

CCMPANY B:
Consolidated position at le Lourget.
COWFANY C:

In bivouazc at Grand Chemin. Strafed by 3 of a flight of 37 enemy planes.,
COMPANY D:

The 1st Flatocn was withdrawn from Landivy about O8CC to the assembly area at
Naftel. The Company as a whole spent the day on mairtenance, Two sections, one from
the 2d Platoon and one from the 3rd Platoon, with the Eattalion Heconnaissence rlat=-
con made a reconnzissance in the viecinity LE of Gt. Hilaire. All ren and vehicles had

returned by 2100,

MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

Bivouaced in vicinity of le iesnil Ozenne, 1ight shelling. iairtenznce,
5 August 1944

HEADZUARTERS & FEADJUARTERS COHPANY:

Mortar Platoon attached to Task Force AamsedphiJsave

Company less deconnaissance Flatoon, wortar Flatoon, urd Assault Gun Ilatcon,
moved to 1/2 mile uast of iayenne.

Reconnaissance rlatoon attached to Task Force, participated in advance aleng
route to lLandivy, Lrnee, and hayenne, At layenne Reconraissance ilatccon sent cut
patrols to reconnoitre river crossing South of iMayenne and railroad bridge at wcy-
enne.,

Assault Gun and kiortar Flatoons remeined in maein body of Task Force,

COMPANY A:

From bivouac in vicinity of le wesnil Czenne to 3t, Hilaire du Harcouet to Lan-
divy to Ernee to kayenne as part of Task Force Weaver enroute tc cbjective. Bivouac-
ed at (775-717) GSGS France, 1/50,000 iiayenne Sheet (East of i.ayenne) Company moved
as unit with main body of Task Force. leading elements of Task Force pushed back
light opposition. All platoons remained on the road.

. N ¢
Y

CCMPANY B:
Company left Le Bourget 0530 in a South amd South-easterly direction in pursuit

of the enemy which was retreating to the high ground in the vicinity of the Seine

River. Arrived at layenne 2200 coveri Very little opposition
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was met.

CQIPANY C:

Company marched to Mayenne as part of Task Force iieaver. Crossed river and set
up bivouac, Slight artillery opposition,

COMP, D:

The entire Battalion with the 90th Division Reconnsissance Troop moved at 0600
through landivy, spearheazding a drive by the Division on Mayenne, France., The Com-
pany followed the Reconnaissance Troop. On the outskirts of the town, the force met
enemy resistance about 1500, The Company was used for Division CP security and col-
umn flank security. About 2200 the town was taken and the Battalion mcved through
Mayenne to an assembly area about one mile E,

MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

Detachment in support cf main body of Task Force Vieaver, moved via St. Hilaire,
landivy, and Ernee, toward llayenne, As the task force encountered Kayenne, the Det-
achment moved into an assembly area two miles west of iayenne, for several hours with
the Battalion, awaiting clearing of Mayenne by a small detachment. Shelled by enemy
high velocity weapons before leaving this area, and on the highway west of Mayenne.
Moved into z2ssembly area just east of Kayenne.

6 August 1944

HEADQUARTEERS & HEADJUARTERS COLPANY:

Company in asserbly area 1/2 mile east liayenne., One half-track from kortar Plat-
oon lost from enemy artillery fire.

Reconnaissance Flatoon reconnoitered routes to bridge sites south of layenne.
_Assault Gun and wortar rlatoons mcved with Task Force \Weaver to new assembly area
in vicinity of Aron. '

COMPANY A:

Company moved from bivouac to Aron and back to Mayenne as stiff opposition was
encountered. .

1st FPlatoon releivea 2d Platoon after supporting 3rd Platoon as opposition was
encourtered. Mo suppert by the Infantry on the flanks. Platoon fired at anti-tank
guns of all calibers. After running out c¢f ammunition, pulled back into former area
and reloaded and refueled,

2d Flatoon started out as point and hit the enemy at Aron, at approximately
1800, Deployed through fields and over hedgerows zfter the enemy. Blasted enemy
until 88mm fire forced it to withdraw. Possibility of one 88mm gun being knocked
out. It. Lund's tank knocked out, possibly by 88mm. Tank burned. Crew evacuated;
but Lt. Lund wounded as he ran across field. Tank driver killed by enemy machine
gun fire. Remainder of crew badly burned. Flatoon returned to former ares and re~
fueled and reloaded with ammunition.

s
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3rd Platoon started out as Rear Guard but was pulled up to the line. One tank
"‘bit by enemy bazooka at Aron. Crew evacuated tank under heavy anti-tank fire, Driver
burned and hort about face. Tank later recovered. lo Infantry support. Returned to
area to refuel and restow ammunition. Moved out again as support for Infantry. :

SOMPANY B )

Consolidated position above Mayenns,

COMPAXY Cs |

1st and 3rd.Platoon left Mayenne, attached to Company C of the 357th Regiment
with Group B of task force Weaver. They were to act as an advance~flank guard. lLeft
at 1400 and Bivouaced 4 miles east of St. Suzanne., 4 ensmy vehicles destroyed en-
route.

Company leas 1lst and 3rd Flatoons assigned to 3rd Battalion, 357th. as rear guard
of task force Weaver. .

C 'Y D:

The 2d Section of the 2d Platoon under S/Sgt lurphy, set up a road block at 0200
on a road leading N from Mayenne. During the night this section destroyed two enemy
wheeled vehicles and several of the enemy. It returned to the Company assembly area
about 0800. At 1330, the Battalion was ordered to move on Le lans. Just before mov~
ing cut, enemy artillery fire held up this move for about two hours. The column moved
about 1500, but met strong eremy counter-attacks after mecving b about one mile. The .
Battalion assembled in this vicinity for the night,

MEDI CAL DETACHMENT;

Alert at OLOO for possible enemy counter-attack. Prepared to move out all day.
About 1420, heavy concentration of enemy artillery in area and also some small arms
fire, Aid station established. Throushout the night of 6-~7 August evacuation of
infantry and tanker casualties from iigyenne-Aron, to aid station in vicinity of Bat-
talion Headquarters. :

7 August 1944
HEADJUARTERS & HEADSUARTIRS CCOLPANY:

Company, less Reconnaissance, Assault Gun, and .ortar PFlatoons, moved with Bat-
talion trains to new assembly area one mile east of iayenne. Reconnaissance Flatoon
had mission of screening force as attack moved south to icnt sens Vargis. Two men
wounded by enemy artillery fire. Assault Gun and lortar Flatoons moved in main body
of Task Force,

COLPANY A:

Company moved from layenne to Lont Suisto Vaiges to Chammes (Kear St. Suzanne)
1st Platoon with kain Body. Two enemy vehicles knccked out. Infantry rode on the
back of the tanks. At about 2100 pulled intc an asserbly area and refueled and pulled
out again. Company on move all day as part of Task Force and had no bivouac area.

e
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24 Platoon preceded the company. Very light opposition.

3rd Platoon moved out with company and at times furnished flank protection.
| Used side roads to provide protection. i

l COMPANY B

Left Mayenne 1530 in pursuit of the German forces. Arrived St. Suzarne 2200 a
f:  distance of 50 miles, lorale excellent. Lnemy opposition increasing.

COMPANY C:
1st and 3rd Platoon aided in repulsing eremy counter attack at 0230.

0600 returned to 8t. Suzanne to clear the town of an eremy break through. Con-
tinned earlier mission,and bivouaced for the night at Bernay. 3 enemy vehicles de-
stroyed enroute.

Rest of Company continued zs rear guard and destroyed two machine gun positions
and captured more than 200 enemy prisoners.

COMPANY D3

The Company, as pert of the Battalion, moved back through Layenne at 0500 ard
halted S of the river for the purpose of reorganizing the force. The 2d Flatoon under
It, O'Brient moved with the Reconnaissance Troop SE out of Vaiges, France, to recon-
nciter a new route to encircle the enemy troops at Lt, Jean. This unit ggached its
objective overlooking St, Jean about 1600, The remainder of the company, led by the

Chammes, the Company came under eremy fire of all kinds and $/53t Prasek was injured
slightly. Sgt. Lutcavish took his own tank, the three remaining members of Sgt.
Prasek's crew, and joined the platoon almost immediately. The lst and 3rd Elatcons
established a base of fire and the medium tanks and Infantry took the town about 2100.
When the force started to move & of it ebout 2200, enemy fire caused it to withdraw.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT s

In support of Tadk Force iieaver through Vaiges to vicinity of Chemmes. Aid
station established 1000 yards South ‘Jest of Chammes near Task Force headquarters,
and infantry and tanker casualties evacuated by peep from vicirity of Chanmes,

8 August 1944

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY:

Reconnaissance Platocn continued on mission as screening force along route Vaiges,
St. Jean, St. Dennis-Conlaus and Notre Dame. liet scattered enemy resistance.

COMPANY A:

Chammes to Vaiges to St. Jezn sur Erve to Chauffour lotre Dame (430-335) GSGS
France 1/100,000 Sheet 7H., Company met large enemy force cutside Chammes.

1st Platoon fired on tanks and supply vehicles. Tcck a few prisoners. JSgt
Greener's tank knocked cut. Recovered l-ter. liortar fire wounded two of crew.

1st Platoon, was ordered to move thrcugh Chammes and then S to St. Jeah. Befcre reachin;
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Anti-tank guns not over 100 yards from lst Flatoon vehicles at times. Lnemy fire
often wild. Enemy used anti-aircraft weapons as direct fire weapons.

2d Platoon with Advance Party. Moved from the roads to deploy on several occas-
ions, but enemy withdrew. Ran into light opposition all the way to Chauffcur.

3rd Platoon formed Rear Guard and on several occasions formed rcad blocks on side
roads., Flatoon covered road net to the rear at night,.

CQMPANY B:

Left St., Suzanne, 1 mile South, at 0530 in pursuit of enemy forces which were
retreating steadily towards Le Mans, Arrived Le Mans 1,00, distance travelled 27 miles,
Morale excellent. German resistance increasing but still withdrawing towards the Seine
River.

COMPANY C:

lst and 3rd Platoons advenced to within 2 miles west of Le Xans. Encountered
3 enemy Assault Guns. Exchanged fire and destroyed the guns. Also destroyed enemy
convoy. 1st and 3rd Platoons bivouaced for the night in Hegimental area. Rest of
Company proceeded with main body of Task Force Weaver and bivouaced ‘'est of le Lans.

COMP, D:

The Company moved into an assembly area about 0200, two miles i cf Chammes. At
0500, the force started its move on Le lians back through Vaiges and straight & to le
Mans, The Company was following the Division and Battalion Reconnaissance units. 1In
the vicinity of Chassile, the 2d Platoon under Lt O'Brient moved ahead as the point.
The Platoon was ordered to move quickly until it was stopped by enemy resistance.
After running through many enemy positions held by bazookas and small arms fire, the
platoon was fired on by anti-tank guns near Longnes. $/Sgt Liurphy's tank was hit and
the crew was badly shaken, though none were believed to be seriously injured. Pfec
Bourgeouis and Pvt Sczmesek were evacuated, The Platoon established a base of fire
and Lt O'Brient, It Warfield, and Sgt Ziebarth slipped back to the disabled tank and
put fire on two enemy towed 20mm guns. Both guns were destroyed and hits were scored
on other ensmy vehicles. The force then moved on with the 3rd Platoon under Lt Coe
as the point., Many destroyed enemy vehicles were encountered and some were fired on.
Near Coulans, France, strong enemy forces were encountered. Medium tanks, infantry,
artillery, and air corps were called on. The column continued to move on though-
two tanks of the 3rd Platoon had been abandoned due to their being inopperative.
These two crews moved ahead on foot. Upon approaching Chaffour-Notre Dame, the three
remaining tanks were fired on by anti-tank guns., This was believed to be a friendly
gun that had come into the town with another force. The driver, Tec 5 Bockhorn, was
killed when dismounting from his already disabled and burning tank. Pvt Hancock, the
bow gunner, suffered a serious foot injury when the tank was hit. He was evacusted.

 Contact with the friendly troops in town wes made and several prisoners taken by Sgt
~ Shortall and his two dismounted tank crews.

* MEDIGAL DETACHMENT:

In support of Task Force Weaver, returned through Vaiges, continuing on tc Le lans.
Sporadically occurring casualties evacuated by peep from head of columns, and treated
on the move. Having completed mission, Battzlion moved into bivouac west of 1e kans.

-7

Pl Qy



http:ccmpl:-et.ed
http:dUDIOunt.ed

=9 August 194, )
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY:

Company less Assault Gun and Mortar Platoons moved with Battalion trains to 1.7
miles North of Chauffour Notee Dame. Total distance traveled, 72 miles. In this area
the Mortar, Assault Gun and kconmissgnce Platoon rejoined Company.

COMPANT A:

‘ Company spent most of day on maintenance of vehicles. Moved out through Ie lans
to 2-3/4 miles NE Goulaines (vicinity Le Mans) Le Mans Sheet GSGS No. 4238 1/200,000
No coordinates on map. Remainder of day spent on maintenance,

COMPANY B:
Rest and maintenance of vehicles,

COMPANY C:

Company bivouaced outside of town of Chauffour. Maintenance. At 1800 Compeny
moved through Le Mans and bivouaced on its Eastern outskirts.

COMPANY D:

The Company moved into an assembly area on the W edge of Chaffour-Notre Dame at
0300, and was instructed to be ready to move if necessary at 0500. Two of the four
lost tanks had been recovered by the company maintenance and made ready for use. Upon
awakening 12 Germans found asleep in hedgerows. During the day three final drives
were pulled by the maintenance section. At 1830, the Company moved with the Battalion
to an assembly area 2 miles NE of Le Mans,

MEDICAL DETACHMENT:
Moved to assembly area North of Le Kans,
10 August 1944
HEADQUARTERS COMPANY s .
In bivouac area 1.7 miles North of Le Mans,
CQMPANY As
In bivouac area 1.7 miles North of Le Lans.
SQUPANY B: | '
In bivouac area 1.7 miles North of Le Mans,
GQUPANY ©s |

In bivouac area, performing maintenance.
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' The Company remained in the assembly area all day and performed maintenance. The
1st Phtqon Was alerted to move at O430 the following day to support the 90th Division
. Reconnalssance Troop on & movement N of Le Mans, along the river, and on the 90th Div-
. ision's left flank.

MEDICAL DISTACHNENT :

Remained in location, maintenance of vehicles, rest period, preparation of medical
records, ‘

11 August 1944

Battalion, less one platoon D Company, moved to area 1/2 mile North of Luce-Sous-
Bullon (423-853). Distance - 14 miles,

GOMPANY D:

The lst Platoon under It Godfrey moved at 0430, joined the 90th Division Recon-
naissance Troop, and moved as the Division's left flank Reconnaissance to vicinity of
St. Germain-de-la-Coudre. The roads were outposted on this move along the river. No
ensny contact was made. The Company moved at approximately 1700 to the vicinity of
luce, France, into an assembly area.

12 August 1944
Battaslion, less platoon D Company, moved to Oisseau Le Petit, Distance - 14 miles.

13 August 1944

Battalion, less 1 platoon D Compeny, moved 3/L mile northwest of Alencon (318-856)
Distance 8 miles. :

CQUPANY D:

The 1lst Platoon moved North through Alencon with the 90th Division Reconnaissance

" Troop, moved through the French 2d Armored Division, and met enemy resistance at a

crossroad South of Les Ragolieres. CSgt kcNulty's tank wgs hit by a shot from a German

Mark V tank. Tec 5 Szerskis, the driver, was killed, and the remaining members of the
—  crew, Sgt McNulty, Pfc Rosselle, and Pfc Jezuit were seriously burned and evacuated.
Sgt lLuteevish's tank, which was leading the column, immediately opened fire on the
enemy tank and destroyed it by placing sbout eight rounds of AP into its!' side. Ugt
Lutcavish's tank had mearswhile been set =fire by an enemy bazooka charge in its' rear.
This tank was salvaged, but the gunner, Cpl. O'Farrell, had injured his ankle when
jumping from the tank, and was evacuated. 3gt Lutcavish's tank and the remaining
three crew members were brought back to the Company during the morning. The tank had
been patched to a running condition by Tec 4 Gedfrey the night before by salvaging
parts from Sgt MeNulty's knocked-out tank. Lt Godfrey and his remaining section of
tanks moved into the vicinity of DJamigni tc await orders.

G
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14 August 16

Headquarters Company, Service Company, Company a, and i.edical Detachment in
bivouac area.

Company B plus 2d Flatcecn of D Company attached to 359th Regiment.

COMPANY C:

1st Flatoon joined C Company, 357th whose mission was to cepture la cavette.
Jumped off at 1530 and tock town. No opmosition. Heleased at 100 and returned to

Company area.

2d Platoon joined 2d Battalion, 357th, iission was to clerr high ground in vic-
inity of Longuence. Captured 4O prisoners and vivcuaced in zrez gained.

3rd Flatoon Joined 3rd Lottalion, 357th. .ission was to secure crossroad 1 adle
east of Carouges. Held crossroad fcr the night.

COMFANY D:

The Company performed maintenznce during the norninz. At 1«00, Lhe Za sletoon
under Lt O'Brient jcined "2" Corgony to support the 35%th Infantry legiment in niop-
ping up the Zest half of Foret Decouves., The Ilatoon returned to the assembly area
about 1800 without any action. The 3rd Flatoon under it, Coe joired (" Company to
support the 357th Infantry Zegiment in mopping upr the .est half of Foret Lecouves,
This group remained in an assembly arez fcr the night in the vieinity of (290-100j,

. -

15 August 1944

Headquarters Company, Companies A, O, ard cervice, and jedical Jetechment icved
north of Sees (435-313.) - distaace cf 1€.5 niles.

COLTAXY P
Arrived north of <ees 2030, taking v cubnest with 75%tn Infontry e irent.
COLTANY D3

The 3rd tlstoon returned to the lcmoany zsserbly =zres abeut Q0 (. .o.itensnce
SO

was performed until ~bcut 1400 when tne entire Jormrzny weos zlerted tc zove tc Gesnes
le Gondelin to secure the town and to protect the movements of tne 90th Division Inf-
antry troops through Alencon. The Company moved at 1500 and was in position by 1630,
reinforced by a platoon of infantry from the 358th Infantry Regiment.

16 August 1944
HEADUARTERS COMPANY, COWMFANY C, SERVICE AND MxDICAL DETACH.ENT:
In bivouac area 1-1/2 miles north of Lees.

COMPANY A:

One platoon Joins "2" Company attached to 359t.h Regiment. Remainder of Company
later in day Joined "B" Company. Zneny counter-attacking.
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The Company left for outpost duty to try and make contact witn elements of tne
Canadian Army which were advancing from the coast, in an effort to close the gap on
the retreating German forces. resistance was stiffening with every indication that
the eremy was intending to make =z stand. Znemy forces were believed to be in consicder
able force between Falaise and St. leonzrd,

COMPANY D:

The Company continued to outypost Gesnes le Gondelin until it was ordered to re-
turn to the Battalion assembly area North of Sees at Boisville, France. The Infantry
Platoon and three Italian prisoners, picked up by the Infantry, were brought up on the
tanks. The distance traveled was 22.6 miles and the Company into this arez at 2030.

17 August 1944

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY AND SERVICE COLPANY:

In bivouac area 1-1/2 miles north of Sees.

COMPANY A:

Company moved to le Bourge St leonard to support the Infantry in push to close
pincers on German 7th Army.

{
Vs

1st Platoon moved in to relieve one platoon of "B" Company so they could retuel
etc., After moving into position 1 Company of Infantry plus the lst Flatoon launched
an attack to take the town. The e:stern edge of the town was neld during the nignt
during which time the enemy Infantry infiltrated to the east flank of the tank platcon
and to the rear. Tanks were also moved down the highway. One enemy tank (ilk V) was
knocked out and left burning. This broke up the threat of tanks advancing. Fire of
all calibers from the tanks (Ours) broke up the Infantry attack of the eneny's. (Tank
knocked out approximately O400. Enemy attack between 0400-0000)

2d and 3rd platoons were in support position during evening of 17 August and ear-
ly morning of 18 August.

CQMPANY B:

1 1e Bourg St. Leonard. German 7th Army launched strong counter-attacks to try
—— "and drive the American forces from the town in an effort to establish an escape route
’ making it possible for them to join the main German forces along the Seine River.

COMPANY C:
Joined 358th Regiment and remained in reserve zll day.

COMPANY D:

The Compeny remained in the &sczembly area all day. Two sets of tracks were re-
placed and odd meintenance jobs Wwere performed. Four replacements were received, mak-
ing the Company still 12 men short of authorizud strength. :
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MEDICAL DETACHMENT : mﬁm

Detachment in support of Battalion minus detachment, and sections aided the inf-
antry medics. Practically all work done was on prisoners of war.

18 August 1944

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANTES :

Mbvad 1.5 miles NW Nonant le Pin (456-405W). Distance - 11 miles.

COMPANY A:

3rd platoon moved to the SW of Le Bourg St. Leonard early on the morning of the
18th. Met heavy enemy fire but their return fire silenced the threat.

24 Platoon moved to the immediate left of the lst platoon early on the 18th to
relieve pressure on the 2d section 1lst platoon. During this time the Infantry Com-
“pany which had been on the NE of the town withdrew and an enemy tank flanked the lst
platoon to their right. 1st platoon withdrew to better firing positions and protected
this flank with fire. TD's moved in and with the combined fire several enemy tanks
on the right flank and in the town were knocked out. The combined forces of tanks,
TD's and Infantry held the town the night during which time the town was under enemy
artillery and mortar fire. Two tanks in 1lst platoon disabled by enemy fire. Compeny
Headquarters moved to Nonant le Pin 1-1/2 mile NW (456-4L05W)GSGS France, 1/50,000
Sees Sheet on the 18 August.

COUPANY B:

The German counter-attaéks were successfully repulsed and they withdrew into the
valley after suffering considerable losses in personnel and eguipment.

CQUPANY C:

) 2d and 3rd platoons attached to the 1lst Battalion of 358. Mission was town of
St. Eugenie, Jumped off at 2100. Stopped at Sillyen Gouffern for the night. Lost
. 2d'Platoon Leader's tank. 4 men evacuated and 1t., Hellman took over amother tank
from his platoon.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT : |

Detachmént in support of Battalion minus detachment, and sections aided the inf-
antry medics, Practically all work done was on prisoners of war.

4 19 August 1944

. BEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANTES:

In bivouac area NW of Non;nt le Pin.

) - . |

Company moved into St leonard to the connifxding positions overlooking the valley

after the Infantry had secured the high ground. About noon the company was x‘liojqq
- and returned to the bivouac area. E
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3rd Platoon called out to“work with the Infantry in the vicinity of Chambois to
cut the last escape road of the German 7th Army and to take the town as soon as pos-
sible.

One section of tanks moved out to destroy a farmhouse sheltering enemy forces.,
Haystack also hit which was concealing enemy half-track. Vehicle destroyed. Tanks
returned to CP for orders and on return trip one tank fired on enemy infantry and
took 50-60 prisoners. Tanks then relieved pressure on our infantry by firing on
epsmy vehicles on the road from Chambois and then withdrew to a holding position

for the night.
COMPANY B:

Company consolidated its position while awaiting reinforcements. The escape gap
was firmly closed on the German 7th Army with an estimated 50,000 in the trap.

CQMPANY C:

3rd Platoon and rest of 2d Platoon jumped off at 0800. Reached town and took
ensny vehicles in valley under fire.

lst Platoon joined Company E, 358. lioved up on line east of town and fired on
ensmy vehicles in the valley. Remained on line all night.

COMPANY D:

The Company, held in Division Reserve at (465-402) stood by during the day. Main-
tenance was performed and close contact with the developments on the East flank was
maintained.

XEDI DETACHMENT ¢

Detachment in support of Battalion minus detachment, and sections aided the inf-
antry medics. FPractically all work done was on prisoners of war.

20 August 1944

HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANIES:

In bivouac area NW of Nonant le Pin.

COMPANY D:

The Company held in Division Reserve at (465-402), stood by during the day. Main-
tenance was performed and close contact with the developments on the East flank was

maintained.
MEDICAL DETAGCHMENT:

Detachment in support of Battalion minus detachment, and sections aided the inf-
antry medics. Practically all work done was on prisoners of war.

-13- . |
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COMPANY 4 DERNFIDENTIAE
Nonant le Pin. 3rd Platoon at Chambois. Platooniunder enemy artillery and
mortar fire. Platoon remained in the holding position all day and that night. Polish

Armored Division Joined the platoon and remsined there during the day mopping up
enemy elements that would infiltrate through.

OQUPANY B:

The Company destroyed 18 German tanks, 15 half-tracks, and 30 wheeled vehicles.
Prisoners were noted to be the Waffen SS and Panzer troops with many from horse-drawn
artillery units,

COMPANY C:
3rd Platoon moved to Bon Menil and took enemy vehicles in the valley under fire,
21 August 1944
HEADQUARTERS AND SERVICE COMPANY:

In bivouac area NW of Nonant Le Pin.

COMP Ds

The Company held in Division Reserve at (465-402), stood by during the day. Akain-
tenance was performed and close contact with the developments on the East flank was

maintained.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT :

Detachment in support of Battalion minus detachment, and sections aided the inf-
antry medics. Practically all work done was on prisoners of war.

COMPANY A:

3rd Platoon still at Chambois. Platoon moved out to the NE of Chambois to protect
the flank and look for reported Tiger tanks. Platoon remained on the flank the rest of

the day.

COMPANY B:
- tcles.

Prm;th_manx—from—aema—eu:awn
artillery-—units,

COMPANY C:

Continued firing on vehicles in the valley. Destroyed in two days approximately
385 vehicles and several hundred enemy personnel. Company lost its maintenance half-
track and two men were evacuated.

COMPANY D:

The Compeny held in Division Reserve at (465-402), stood by during the day. wuain-
tenance was performed and close contact with the developments on the East flank was

maintained. ‘ 5' D EP\!T'“ .




QONFIDENTIALE
' 22 August 1944
HEADJUARTERS COMPANY ¢

In bivouac area N of Nonant le Pin.

COMPANY A:

3rd Platoon still in position NE of Chambois. About 1500 platoon relieved and
returned to company area.

COMPANY B:
Rest Period.
COMPANY C:
Released at 1000 and went to Battalion bivouac area at Nonant Le Pin.

COMPANY D:

The Company, held in Division Reserve at (465-402), stood by during the day.
Maintenance wzs performed and close contact with the develomments on the Last flank
was maintained.

MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

Rest Period.
22-25 August 1944

Battalion remained in bivouac 1.5 miles N/ of Nonant le rin (450-4057). iain-
tenance and cleanup of personnel stressed.

26 August 1944

Battalion moved to new bivouac area .6 miles east of iont .irail (853-od4) dist-
ance: 63,1 miles,

27 August 1944

o Battalion moved to new bivouac area 1-1/2 miles west of iaison xouge (O°3'E-
53"95ty) Distance: 127.1 miles.

28 August 1944

Bat talion moved to new bivouac area 23 kilometers south of La Chapelle. pistance:
36.1 miles.

29 August 1944
Battalion moved to new bivouac area 1 mile west of Hermonville. Distance 46 miles.
30-31 August 1944

Battalion remained in bivouac area. XMaintenance
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SUBJECT: After Action Report.,
TO ¢+ Commanding General, 90th Infantry 2ivisicn,
APC 90 U U. AI‘I‘X‘, .
Transmitted herewith, After Action Zeport suc
with par 10, change 3, AR 345-105, 9 larch 1945>.
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AFTER ACTION REPORT OF .
712TH TANK BATTALION C
for September 19LL

1 September 15LL

Battalion moved from one mile NW of Hermonville (205-897) to 1~-5/10 miles east of
Berru (428-813)., Total distance traveled - 19,5 miles, In Division reserve, q

2-5 September 19Ll

Battalion remained in bivouac area, performing maintenance and cleaning up per-
somnel, In Division reserve,

6 September 19LL

Battalion, less Company C, moved to new area 1,5 miles North of Etain (L476-728).
'l'o‘ta.l distance traveled - 82,5 miles, In Division reserve,

Company C joined 2d Battalion, 357th Infantry, proceeding to Argonne Forest to des-
troy ammmition dump,

7 September 19LL

Battalion, less Company C, moved to new area 1,2 miles South of Londers (603-798).
Total distance traveled - 13.5 miles,

Company C continued mission preceding day. Rejoined Battalion evening. .
8 September 19LL s

Headquarters Company:

Company remained in bivouac area 1.2 miles South of Landres, On same day at 0600
Tank Section fired on enemy columns moving southwest and approximately 800 yards from
bivouac area, Enemy vehicles destroyed or damaged was unknown, but it was believed sev-
eral vehicles were hit due to this fire, In the afternoon of same day the Assault Gun
Platoon and Tank Section fired on two enemy Mark V Tanks which were approximately 600
yards from bivouac area and moving in a northwest direction. The first section of As-
sault Gun Platoon destroued one, and Tank Section assisted other Organizations in de-
stroying the second tank, Of enemy personnel of these two tanks, five were captured,
two were killed and three escaped into surrounding woods,

Company A+

3rd Platoon given the mission of protecting the company left flank. They were at-
tacked in the night at 0200 by enemy armored colummn. 1lst section lost 2 tanks-knocked
out 2 tanks, disabled 2 tanks & 1 ha.lf—track.

o At 1800 the company was attached to the 2d Battalion 358th Infantry. Moved to the
‘H.c:lm.ty of Tacquegnieux with the mission of taking Le Grand Bois. No enemy action,

| "‘3:‘ Germans counterattacked with an estimated force of 35 tanks, 2d platool pulled out
. and went into firing position, Lt. W the platoon leader knocked out one German tank.

!halstplatoonopomdﬁxeanddestrouodoneecmnmkntank
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3d platoon, supporting 3d Battalion of 357th Captured Avril, 1st and 2d platoons
 ongaged in tank battls in and around 90th Division C,P. These platoons supported inf-
amtry in taking Mont, Knocked out 10 enemy tanks, L half-tracks,

4t sbout 0300, an enemy column, consisbting of about 5 Panther Tanks and 6 half-

moved down a road between the Companies, circled the Battalion area, and was
believed totally destroyed. The presence of this column was known, but to fire on it
in the darkness would endanger our own troops. At about 1000, two enemy Panther Tanks
broke through our defenses and moved at full speed toward the Company and Battalion
ares, Guns from several directions opened up on them and destroy-
od both tanks before they had done any harm, Five P,W,'s were taken, one of which stat-
ed that t out instead of in,

L EPS
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- Germans attacked during night and well into day. At about noon 2 tanks came imto
- our vicinity and started for Service Company area, Battallon Maintenance officer mount-
od a medim tgnk and fired on leading tank, making a direct hit and changing course of

Medical Detachment:

During: the early morning the Battalion was attacked by enemy Panzer Battalion,
Panger Grenadier Battalion, and Pioneer Battalion., Two Panther tanks were destroyed
in the vicinity of the Aid Station and six of their crews were treated at the Aid
Station and evacuated,

g,

9 September 19LL

Headquarters Company:
Remained in bivouac.

‘Compary A:

, 1st Platoon attached to the 1lst Battalion 358th Infantry for a left hook from
Mairy to Anderney to Sancey to Havanges, Company minus 1 platoon in Regiment reserve,
On the evening of the 9 September the 2d & 3rd platoons attached to the 3rd Battalion
356th Infamtry with a mission of supporting an attack on Fontoy. Returned to Company

- bivouwac area at 2300,

+ Company B:
One platoon attached to 359th Infantry Regiment, Company reached Andon with two
platoons with one in reserve.

C:

3rd platoon moved into Rangareux, 2d platoon moved into Briey. 1st platoon and
Beadquarters section bivouaced vicinity of Hayingen.

Company D:
Performed maintenance,

]
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Service Company - Medical .etachment

No change,

10 September 19LL

Headquarters Company:

Company left bivouac area 1.2 miles south of Landres 1530; arrived in bivouac
area 1 mile north of Avril (21L-966) 16L5, Total distance traveled 8,7 miles,
Company A:

Fontoy 4 mile S (730-8L0)

1st platoon attached to 1lst Battalion 358th Infantry joined by the 3rd platoon at
Sanzy, Advanced with the Infantry to Havanges,

2d platoon Regiment reserve,

Company B:

Lommerange, Coordinztes (71L4-796), Verdun Sheet, Left Landres 1500 arrived Lom-
merange 16Li5, distance traveled 10 miles, Company joined 359th Infantry Regiment and
went into position for an attack,

Coggany Ce

1st platoon assisted infantry in taking Hayingen. 3rd platoon took Beaudange.
Headquarters section remained in bivouac vicinity of “ayingen. 24 n»Mtoon remain-

ed at Briey.
Company D:

Remained in assembly area, performing maintcnance,
Service Company - KMedical Detachment:

No change,’

11 Sentember 1YL

Headquarters Company:

Assault Gun Platoon attached to Comcamy 4, ir sup-crt of let Zatielion, 35.th

Infantry Regiment in attack on Thionville, .cicnen lange, 3 r._es west of “hionvilie
and set up position at 2300.
CoEEany A:

Fontoy % mile S (730-8L0)

1st platoon remained attached to the 1lst Sittolicn 3ootn Tnfantr
2d and 3rd platoons attached to the 2rd -zttt lion 35-th ‘niintr-,
lst Battalion mission attacking Last to cecure nirh grount c:gt of anceviilers,

3rd Battalion mission ~f sttacking Tast to . oo isn sroun vest of Thionville,
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At 1400 the 2d platoon -.as relulved of its attachmers ¢ =it STr Tt e n DTt

Infantry and attached to the 1lst Batt lion 3:.th Z _-‘“fff»“iii mioslien nIoTal LTl
the advance of the Battalion to secure high greund vest ¢l _nicnvil e,
Company B:
Comnany on outpost with 359th Infantry zeginsnt,
Company C:

1st platoon - no change.

2d platoon took Richmont,

3rd nlatoon assisted infantry in taking Veiranze.
Headguarters Section - no change,

Gggganyjzz
Remained in same area, as all round protection ror Zattalion J,:, ani Servioe lamoany,

Service Company - ledical Detachment:

No change,
12 September 1y

Headquarters Company:

Company moved + mile east of Angevillers, Total distance traveles - L. =miles,
Assault Gun Platoon continued to suprort Jst Battalion Inruntry attecx on Jhisnville,
Fired 32 rounds on enemy forces, Destroyed one energy tanw at 1iol,

Ggggany H

Company moved to join the 2d Battalion 350th Infantry with mission of sw: orting the
attack on Thionville, At 1200 lst and 3rd platoons attacked in line of »latoon columns
dovn adgacent streets in Thionville with close in Infantry su ort, with nission ol secur-

crossing of the Moselle River, At 1600 the 2d platoon wos attached to lst Battalion
358th Infantry with mission of cleaning out the north end of ‘hlonville. All rlatoons
were relieved at 2000,

Ggggaqy;g;

Company moved to Angevillers, Coordinates (788-893), in pursuit of thu Germans who
had been driven from their fortified nositions, and who apreared to be ret. cating towards
the Moselle River, The enemy was abandoning their fortified positions along the fringe

of the Maginot Line,

Company C:

Positions the same as preceding day.

Campany D:

The Company with the Battalion Headquarters moved at 0730 to a new assembly area at
Angevillers, arriving at 0930, The Company sat up all around security for the Battalion
C.P., Headquarters Campany, and Service Company., Necessary maintenance was performed,
Map Ref: GS/GS, 1/100,000, Neunkirehen, (7.8-893).
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Service Company - Medical Detachment,:

Moved to Angevillers,
13 September 19LL

Headquarters Company:

Company minus Assault Gun Platoon remained in same bivouac area, Assault Gun Plat-
oon released from attached to 1st and 2d Battalion 358 Infantry moved to area 3 miles
southwest of Thionville,

- Company A:

Thionville 1 mile W

Company moved into bivouac area, Company in Regiment reserve,
Comp Bs

Angevillers. Germans fighting delaying action, slight resistance., One platoon
detached to Thionville,

Campany O:
Positions the same as preceding day.

Company D - Service Compamy - Medical Detachment:

No Change,
1) September 19LL

Headquarters Comvany:

Company moved in tact to new bivouac area 1.8 miles east of Briey, Assualt Gun

- Platoon rejoined Company before moving, Assault gun, Mortar and Ren Platoon mored with
Task Force Randolph 2200 same day to St Marie aux Chens and set un defensive positions
in outskirts of town,

Company A:

Col minus 1lst platoon releived of its attachment to the 358th Inf Regt, and re-
turned to Bn control. kst platoon remaineg in its location as Regt Reserve, At 1B00
the Co. minus thelst platoon moved to the “n area in vicinity of ngevillers, At 1500
Co, minus 1lst platoon moved Wth Bn to assembly area 2 mi east of Briey. At 2130 Co.
mims 1st platoon moved with Bn to vicinity of St Marie Aux Chenes as part of Task Force
with mission of holding road net.

Briey, Coordinates 723-745. Company left Angevillers 1600 arrived Briey 1800,
distance trawvelled 11 miles,

Company C:
1st platoon moved into assembly area near Homcourt. 2nd platoon moved into Pierrevie-
lers, 3rd platoon returned to bivouac area & Co Hgs section.

=5 cr
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 Company Ds

The 1st Platoon was attached to the 358th Infantry and the Company with the Bn, -
was alerted to move, This move st at 1530 and the unit closed into an assembly
area 1 mile E., of Briey about 1700., *he unit was moved again at 2130 to set up a .
defensive position E, of Marie aux “Yhenes, and to relieve troops already there. The
Company arrived about 2300, _

Service Companys
Ioved to Briey,
Medical Detachmajrks

Detachment left bivouac area with the Battalion and arrived at St. Marie aux Chenes
early the next morning,

15 September 19LlL

Headquarters Companys
Company 1ess three platoons remained in bivouac area 1,8 miles east of Briey.

Assault Gun Rcn and Mortar Platoons, attached to Task Force Randolph remained in
defensive positions and St Marie aux Chenes,

Company As

Co. less 1lst platoon, remained part of Task Force Randolph at St Marie aux Chenes,
1lst platoon continued to support the infantry west of Thionville,

Company Bs
Briey: German resistance increasing around Metz,

Company C:
1st platoon moved into reserve position east of St Privat, Balance of Co, No Change.

Company D - Service Company - Medical Detachments:

Same as preceding day,
16 September 19LL
Headquarters Companys

Remainder of Company joined Task Force Randolph at St Marie aux Chemes,

Company As
Same as preceding day.

'




Company B:

Briey. Fierce resistance met in the vicinity of Doncourt,

Company C:
1st & 2d platoons - no change, Hgs section & 3rd platoon moved into bivouac north
of Malancourt. ’

Company D+ Service Company - Medical Detachment.
Same as preceding day.
17 September 19LbL

HeadQuarbers s Company A:

Same as preceding day.

Company B:

Briey., Company with 359th Infantry have been held up by strongly fortified pill-
boxes, Action quieted dovn to local skirmishes between enemy and American patrols and
artilliery duels,

Company C3; D, Service & Medical Detachment:

Same as preceding day.
18 September 154l

Headquarters, Company A:

Same as preceding day.

Comparny B;
St. Marie aux Chenes, Coordinates (735-673), Verdun Sheet, Left Briey 110G arrived
St. Marie aux Chenés 1200, distance traveled 7 miles.

Company C; D, Service ¢ Medic:l Detachment:

Same as preceding day,
19 September 19hLL

* Headquarters, Company A:

Same as vreceding day,

Company B:
Local German counterattaclks stopoed by the 3rd platoon and the 3rd Battalion of the
359th Infantry.
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C, D, Service Companies, liedical Detachment:

Same as preceding dav,
20 Sevtember 1Ll

Headquarters, Compamny A:

Same as preceding dzy. assault Gun rlatoon moved to Comrany B arca and fired 140
rounds at enemy positions, =Returned in ai.ernoon,

Company B:

All three platoons firing indirect artillery fire, ov-erating cs an artillery bat-
talion in support of the 359th Infantry Regiment.

C, D, Service Companies, liedical Detachment:

Same as nreceding day.

21 Seotember 19Li

Headquarters, Company A:

Same as preceding day.

Company B:

———— e e e e

The 3rd platoon and 3rd Battalion of the 35%th Inrantry launcied a small attack to
try and capture fortified gravel pit held by ap»roximately three companies of Germans.

C, D, Service Companies, lledical Detachments

Same as preceding day.
22 September 1oLl

Headquarters, Company A:

Same as preceding day.

Company B:
The 3rd platoon of company and 3rd battalion of 359th Infantry consolidated around
gravel pit in attempt to hold position,

C, D, Service Companies, liedical Detachment:

Same as preceding day.

23 September 1vlLi;

Headquarters, Company A:

Same as preceding day,




Company B:

The 3rd platoon of compamy and two battalions of the 359th Infantry attacked under
heavy artillery barrage and drove the enemy out of the town of Gravellotte, advancing
approximately yards beyond the town. Germans entrenched in seven foot thick re-
inforced rill-boxes with troops estimated at twelve companies of Officer Candidates.
Artillery and direct tank fire had no effect whatsoever on the fortifications, The
enemy a pears to have plenty of ammunition, being supplied by a system of underground
tunnels from the city of Metz, The Air Corps has been grounded for several days due
to bzd weather,

Company C:
1st and 3rd platoons, and Headquarters Section joined Task Force Randolph, taking
up positions east of St, ¥arie Aux Chenes,

D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:
Same as preceding day.

2l September 19LL
D
Beadquarters, A, B, C{ Service Companies, Medical Detachment:

25 September 194l
Headquarters, 4, B, C, D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:

Same as preceding day. B Company engaged indirect firing.
26 September 194l

Headquarters, A, B, Companies:

Same as preceding day. 1st Flatoon A Company relieved at Thionville and returned
to Campany control,

Company C:

1lst and 3rd platoons relieved from Task Force Randolph, 1st platoon moved to
Uckange. 3rd platoon moved into Voussange,

Headquarters Section moved into Rombas.

2d platoon - no change.

D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:

Same as preceding day,

27 September 1944
Headquarters, A, B, C, D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:

Same as preceding day.

20 september 1944

Headquarters, A, B, C, D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:




—— “

Same as preceding day., Bmall German counter-attack against 2d platoon, B Com-
pany, and 2d Battalion of Infantry.Resulted in destruction of 3 companies of Germans..

29 September 19LL
Headquarters, A, B, C, D, Service Companies, Medical Detachments

Same as preceding day. cnemy counter-attack against 3rd platoon of Company B and
3rd Battalion of 359th Infantry resulted in two enemy companies being wiped out., :

30 September 19Ll
Headquarters, A, B, C, D, Service Companies, Medical Detachment:

No change,
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‘ T0 s The Adjutant Gensral, Washington, D. C.
(Thrus Commanding General, 90th Infantry Divisien, APO 96, U.S. Aray) .
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Paragraph 10, Change 3, AR 345-105, 9 March 1943.

For the Commanding Officer:
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AFTER ACTION REFORT OF
712TH TANK BATTALION
for October 194

1-10 October 1944

Bndw' ers Company:

~ Company remained in reserve at St, Marie Aux Chenses.
Reconnaissance Platoon acted as liaison between 357th and 358th Regiments
of the 90th Hvifion, companies in the Battalion and Battalion Headguarters.

The Mortar Platoon on 2 October was attached to TFS and remained in the
alsrt at poaitfms in St. Marie Aux Chenes. '

During the period 2 to 10 October the Assault Gun Platoon was attached to
TFS and fired a total of 271 rounds at enemy personnel, buildings and O,P.'s in
vicinity of Ammervillers. One assault gun participated in a demonstration of an
attack on a fortified position.

On 6, 7, 8 October the bull dozer tank of the Tank Section, with one Platoon
. of "C" Company tanks supported the 24 Battalion of 357 Infantry Regiment in attack
on Maiziers la Metz. The bull dozer tank cleared road blocks in the town and
fired direct fire at enemy installations and personnel in the town. It is be-
lieved from this fire an enemy anti-tank gun protecting a road block was knocked
out.

One platoon in holding position on road net at 3t. Marie Aux Chenes.
Two platoons in reserve.

During this period platoons participated in two demonstrations on attack of
a fortified position. Also firing was done on pillboxes to determine the effect-
ivness of various types of ammunition.

The company brushed up considerably on indirect firing methods, and devoted
a great deal of time to a study of the situation confronting it in future opera-
tions.

Two heavy plllboxes of the liaginot Line in vicinity of Thionville were used
in the above demonstration. The firing was done at about 250 yards. The walls
of the pill boxes were about 4 feet thick heavily reinforced and of an apparently
high grade cement. Inside of the walls was a heavy stamped steel mesh about 1/4
inch from the surface; and in the compartment having a gun aperture the walls were
lined with 1/8 inch steel sheeting. The doors, approximately 3 by 7 feet, were
made of 1-1//4 inch armor plate, and locked by 8 shafts 1-1/2 inches in diameter.
The following results observed:

e
ot
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The 75mm tank gun is effective at this range. The APC snell is mcre effect-
ive than the CPT-105. Five rounds were sufficient to penetrzte the wall in both
cases, but the result on the inside was considerably greater from the AFC.

The 76mm tank gun was slightly more effective than the 75mm, it is believea
that at greater ranges the 76émm would be considersbly mcre effective than the 75umc.
Again the observed results were that the APC ammunition was mcre effective than
the CPT-105. In this case the areas hit by the two kinds of ammuniticn varied
considerably, so that there was nct a true comparison.

The 105mm assault gun, firing HEAT ammunition proved entirely ineffective
due to the erratic flight of the projectile. The 105mm firing CPTr-105 proved
effective at this range, however the dispersion was greater than that of the
tank guns.

It was determined that the best place to hit these forts was about 12 inches
from the door casing, the line where the door joins the concrete is the weakest
spot. Under the conditions existing t-cday, it is believed that 10 rounds deliv-
ered from the 75mm, 76,,. or 3 inch gun vi’l re-duce the fort to the extant that
a demolition charge can be easily enserted as a hole lar:e enouzh for a man to
go through is developed. The dust and concussion within the fort will be such
that no one inslde can fire effectively during that time. 71he suffccsting dust
will last for ten minutes before a man can gjo inside without a breathing aid.

Two tanks should work on the fort at the same time - one Leep the gun and turret
inoperative, and the other reducin: the fort to the extent that & char_e can blow
open the door. One exactly placed round should ruin tne zun on the pagticulazr
fort where we were firing. Gun turrets and zpertures should be knocked out first,
Then the tank that maintains the neutrnlization shculd, when possible, nct iire
cannon while the other tank is effecting 2z bresch as 30 much dust is raisea tnut
fire has to be suspended for 2 few moments, I1f not protected by defilade tne
closest a man can get to the point of imract of the 4iC shell is sbout >0-40 yaras
and some fragmentztion of the concrete must be expected.

Company B:
Cne platoon of tenks was ~t sravellotte on outpost duty in supwort cf the

3rd battalion of the %59tn infantry negirent. A seccnd platoon was =t Verneville
with the 2d battzlion of the 35%tn Infantry, firing indirect fire.

Company C:

Headquarters section moved on 1 Cctoter to ithompers. The <a sl-toon was
attached to 1lst Battalion, 357th Infentry neginent at rierrevillers; lst platoon
with 2d Battalion at Uckange; and 3rd platcon with zd =attzllon, szue reglment,
at Boussauge. Cn 2 Uctober the 1st platocn noved to dijoadange. (n L Cctober
3rd platoon moved into :dichmont fcllowing itz capture by conjunction with 315th
Lngineers.

6 October 3rd platecon woved to wagondornge irn pregerstion for asssult on
Lazigieres les ietz in conjuncticn witn let sattalion, 357tn infantry .eglisent.

2
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7-10 October. A bulldozer tank was borrowed from Battalion Headguarters
Company and used to clear a roadblock into kaizieres. This was done under fire.
3rd platoon then moved into the town. The dozer tank was taken to another part of
the town under cover of two accompanying tanks. One tank was knocked out, but
crew remained in it and used it as a pill box. Platoon was under heavy enemy
artillery fire. An additional tank was taken into the town and tne engineers
blew a hole in a house to permit it to fire on buildings across tne street. The
tanks remained in town at night, not withdrawing.

Cempany D:

One platoon in defensive position outside St. Privat le kontagne as part of
Task Force Sundt. Every 3rd day the platoon was relieved by platoon from reserve.

Medical Detachment:

Remained in St. xarie Aux Chenee where it has an aid station set up.
Typhoid and peratyphoid shots were given to Battalion personnel.




11 - 20 October inclusive

Headgugrters Compgny:
Company remained in defensive position at St. Marie aux Chenes, France.

On 11, 12, 13 and 14 October the Assault Gun Platoon fired a total of 65
rounds on enemy positions in the vicinity of Amanvillers.

During the period the Hecoppgissgnce Plgtoon acted as laison between units
of the 90th Infantry Division, Companies in the Battalion and Battalion Headquarters.

Company A:

Fram 12th to 16th October, lst platoon was in vicinity of Caulre Farm(U7160
Guerre Zone G5/G5 1/25,000 Chambley Sheet L4411) as mobile reserve, It fired an
average of 250 rounds per day as guxiliary artillery. The 2nd platoon had one
section of tanks in position in Verneville for direct support, another section
in position outside the town as mobile reserve. The latter, from defilade, fired
on PI targets during the night. It fired about 200 rounds per night. The 3rd
platoon had one section in reserve outside Gravelotte while the other section was
in the town.

During this period the indirect firing was conducted through .the Company's
fire direction center., The limited number of trained FDC personnel in the Company
Hq made it difficult to conduct extensive artillery firing, also the absence of a
survey detail made it necessary to use a substitute method for establishing the
base line. The following method was used: Locate by resection the position or
center gun; establish a base line thru some known point on the map; with the aim-
ing circle lay guns parrallel to this line. Each gun set out an aiming stake to
mark its individual base line with luminous markers. Azimuth indicators are set
on zero. Mass clearance is set off on the gunners quadrant. (No elevation stops
are available in the company).

During the period 16 - 20 October, the Company was held in reserve to repel
any attack in the Division sector. It was assigned an auxiliary artillery mission,
one platoon firing in 359th Infantry Regiment sector through the 915th Field Artil-
lery, the balance of the Company firing in the 358th Infantry Regiment sector through
the 344th Field Artillery. The Field Artillery established survey lines and set up
the FDC. All battery positiohs were connected by phone, one which the platoon lead-
ers received fire missions. Voice was used to relay to each gun position. First
platoon fired abqut 1500 rounds, the 2nd platoon about 1000 rounds, and the 3rd pla-
toon about 800 rounds.

Company Bs

10 - 12 October Company C.P. established at Doncourt, with one platoon at
Gravelotte and another at Verneville on 13 October the Company returned to St.
Marie aux Chenes. Onk platoon placed on outpost duty, balance of company resting.
From the 16 to 20 October {wo platoons fired indirect fire.

-ty
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Gompapy C:

On 11 Qctober .ene platoon was in Maisieres Les Mets, under heavy artillery
fire., The Command Tank was taken into the town and fired on buildings withtthe
warning of red oross flags by the enemy, our fire was held to permit emsmy to
recover wounded (afterwards one of our infantry medics stepped out in the opsm
and was mortally shot by the enemy). ©On 12 October the 105mm A.G. was taken
into the town, firing into and setting afire many buildings. The tanks contin-
ued firing the following days. The A.G. was shelled by the enemy and the building
it was using for cover was destroyed, :

On 15 October two platoons moved into position at Hagodange and set up as
artillery batteries under the 343 Field Artillery. They continued this mission
for balance of periocd,

On 20 October the personnel of the platoon is Maigzieres were relisved with
crews from the other platoons,

Company D:

Company continued throughout the perioed with one platoon in defensive posi-
tioncat St. Privat-la-dontagne and rest of compeny in an assembly area at St. Marie
aux Chenes,

Service Compeny:

A spscial recovery vehicls attachment was constructed by the company for the
Pl:tpoﬂ of launching a 45 foot span of treadway bridging over moats around enemy
forts.,

The attachmsnt consists of a pair of braces welded to the front of the tank
recovery vehicls to prevent the bridge fram swinging sideways., Utilizing the boom
ard winch, the bridge can be raised and carried on the front of the vehicle to the
spot to be crossed., The bridge can be launched without the necessity of any one
dismounting from the vehicle, The 315th Engineer Bn. constructed a special foot
bridge for foot troops to be launched by the attachment which is about one third
the weight of the issued treadway of the same length. i test revealed the following:
Two spans of issue tread way can be handled with comparative ease for short dis-
tancese Three spans can be laid if there is a straight run to the objective and
not to much cross country running before hand. The special bridge for foot trcops
can be carried for quite a distance without toi.much difficulty and can be launched
with 1little trouble. With two recovery vehicles each laying units of the issue
treadway bridge it is possible to lay bridge that a tank can cross provided there
is ample footing on each end of the bridge. :

Medical Detgchments
Detachment continued the operation of aid station in St. Marie aux Chenes,

-5-
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20-31 October 1944

‘Headquarters Cempany:

Cempany remained in defensive positien at St. Marie Aux Chenes,

Compeny At

AN .
Frem 20th te 28th Octeber 1944, inclusive, 1lst platoon remained in vicinity
of Caulre Farm, Vionville (VU 69565 in artillery firing positien threugh 915
Field Artillery Bettalion. 2d and 3rd plateons were in artillery firing pes-
itiens in vicinity of Regenville through 344th Fleld Artilley Battalien.

On 29 Octeber Company meved to vicinity St. Marie Aux Chenes. One plateon
held defensive pesitien covering road net east of the town. Anether plateon was
in artillery firing positién from vicinity of Mine St. Marie, Last platoon re-
zmained in reserve,

Cexpany B:

Frem 20th te 28th Octeber Cempsny was at St. Marie Aux Chenes, twe plateons
.£iring indirect fire and the other in outpest positien ¥deinity St. Maris. On
29 October Company changed positiens with Company A at Vienville,

Cempany C:

One plateoon centinued in Maiziere under censtant enemy shelling aod firing
at 50-70 yard ranges, The other two plateons continued indirect fire support
missien frem positiens in Hagendange. On 28th October a sandbag emplacement
was erected fer the command tank. Ammunition was moved inte the tewn in prepar-
atien for an attack the fellewing day.

On 29 October 3 tanks in Maizieres fired en enemy positien (50-70 yard ranges)
frem 0715 te 0730 to neutralize two positiens fer friendly infantry to assault.
Eneny fire was heavy. Oppesition fair. By 1600 90% of tewn was taken, At that
time the attack stopped to permit consolidation for the night. By 0900 30 Oct-
ober the remainder ef the town vas taken,

Company D:

The situation remained the same as during preceding period. On 26 October
the 2d Platoen relieved the 1lst Platoon at its defensive positien at St. Privat-
la-Mentagne. A meeting was held by the officers and vehicle commanders whereby
& plan eof alert and defense vwas set up. A practise Battallon alert was given at
1745. Anether defensive position was assigned to the Company at Malancourt,
France. A temporary change was suggested by the Company Commander and approved
for use., A temporary 4th Platoon was formed under the command of 3/5gt Murphy
with tanks 15, 24, 35, and the CP tank. This change enabled eadh line platoon
to spend three days in the assembly area for each three days spent at a defensive
positien. Tank 24 was withdrawn from the 2d Platoon position at St. Privat-la-
Montagne.

Service Company - Medical Detachment:

Ne change.
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HEADQUARTERS 712TH TANK BATTALION SWS/ram

APO 308, U, S. Army
4 December 19%4. O
\_‘/ . !
;-
The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.

(Thrus Commanding General, S0th Infantry Division, APC 90, U. S. Army)

SUBJECT: After Action Report.

TO t

Transmitted herewith, After Action Report submitted in accordance
with Faragraph 10, Change 3, AR 345-105, 9 March 1943.

For the Commanding Officers

STANLEY w. SEELEY

lst Lt., Caval
2 Incls . i

Adjutant
l-War Diary, Companies (triplicate)
2-Operations Journal
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AFIER ACTION REFORT OF
Y12TH TANK BATTALION
for November 194k

1-6 November 194k

» Mr the Assanlt Gun Platesn was refleased from attachmest to Task Force
‘W,,. ] ay soved on that date from St. Marie aux Chenes to trainimg center Joud-
jle. Rumeisied there through 6 November stressing maintemance amd re-stewage ef

‘e )

'

- Om-1 Ngvesber ons plateon was engaged im indirect firing frem positions at mine in
8%, Marie aux Chemes, while a second plateon was im holding position en road net east
Q‘ the temr, The remaining plateon was held im reserve. '

On 2 November Company meved te Joudreville, arrivimg at 1200, Distance traveled
¥ miles. Thru 6 November Cempany following Battalion Headquarters traimimg schedule,
empheasis ea maintenance and restowage of vehicles. Onm 3 November Company designated
-@8 aleart Cempany fer 24 hours. '

;; Cempeny B:

' Gcnpt.. lecated at Vionville on 1 Neovember, 1 plateon was at' Dencourt, amether at
Risonville guring indirect fire,

. om3 November Cempany moved to Joudreville fer traj.iing s remaining there through
6 Nevember,

Ceapany C:

_ Oa 1 Nevember Cempany C.P. located at Hagondange, two plateons firing indirect,
the ether plateon in Maizieres-les-lietz. On 2 November Company moved to Joudreville
for treaining, remsinimg there through 6 November.

Company s

. Om 1 November, platoons in defensive position at St. Privat-la-Montagne and at
Nalanceurt were relieved. Company on that date moved to trainimg area at Joudreville,
arriviag at 1700, Through 6 November, maintenance and restowage of venhicles, personal
¢lean-up stressed.

Medical Detachment:

1 Fovesber detachment moved from St. Marie aux Chenes to training area at Jowd-
reville where dispensary was set. _

; . 7 November 194j
“ Headquarters G-’p_gp Mediecal Detachment:

Company moved from Joudreville to assembly area at Rochenvillers. Route of march,

_ I,P. =R.J, 597816, Bifanes, landres, Murville, Malavillers, Audun, Beauvillers, Bourange,
Trenange, Rochenvillers. ﬁiatance traveled, 18.5 miles.

- 1 I
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Ocmpany A ‘

Oompany moved to Ronchevillers. Company on alert for further orders. Rain
and mud caused vehicles to bog down in low areas.

OOMPANY B3
Company moved to Evange for indirect firing.

Oompany 0!

Oompany left Joudreville with Battalion at 0800. After brief halt at Roch-
onvillers, it continued to Bagest, where it employed its 3 platoons in indirect

firing.
Company Dj

The Company moved at O845 to Rochonvillers, France, and arrived at the new
area at 1145. The distance traveled was 19 miles.

8 November 1944
Headquarters & Headguarters Company - Medical Detgchment:

At 1805 Company moved from Rochenvillers to a new assembly area at Roussy-le-
Bourg. Closed bivouac at 2130. Total distance traveled, 11l.2 miles.

L

Company A

Oompany left Ronchevillers at 1600 enroute to Moselle crossing. Rain end very
slippery roads made progress very slow. Night very dak. One teank and one half-track
slipped off road. Later retrieved. Spent night on road in vicinity of Boust. Trains
moved into Boust and tenks moved about a mile and one half Sz of the town to await
orders to cross river. :

Company Bt
No change from preceding day.

Company Ci
No change over preceding day. Company CF shelled by enemy - no demage.

Company D}

The Company wes alerted and moved from the area at Rochonvillers, France at
1800. Traveling conditions were bad due to the darkness, rain, and a narrow, curve-
ing roads with soft mud shoulders. The Company arrived at Roussy-le-3ourg, France
at 2145. Distance traveled was 11 miles.

9=10 November 1944

Headquarters & Headquarters Company-:iedical Letachment:

Remained in assembly area at Roussy-le-iourg.




lo chan;:e over preceding Jdar. CJonpanr a-aited orders to cros: river. ..ew
web attachments were tut on th2 tank tracks “o increase flotetion.

. Company At

Q07 v B3

1o chanse over prececing day.

Sompany v
Ii'o chanze over precedin>y dav. Iew flotation at.achment :ui on tank tracks.
Sompany D
Mo chanse over rrecedins day.
11-12 ovember 1G44

A

Headguarters [ HMeadquarter: Jompeny-.edical Detachinents

Semained in bivouac area at Rcussy le 3oury. <n 17 _overxbar ithe Assault :un
Flatoon moved to .doceching and fired 5C rounds direct fire st eneny at “oute “Yorn
and returned to Com)any area at 1500.

Company A}

I'o change. 3till awaitin; orders io cross river.

Company B3

Cn 12 November Jomrany went into final assembly area to prepare for river
crossing in support of 359th Infantry legiment.

Company Ct

L1 November Company Headcuerters section cross Moselle liver a% javisse. 2
platoons moved up to river but enemy fire destroyed bridsges. The 3rd platoon re-
mained at Soust as its new heavy tanks unable to cross. On 12 ovezber Jompany

CP get up at Koenigsmacker. 3alance of Company still waiting to cross river.

Company D3
No change.
13 November 1944
esdquarters & Head ters Company-ledical Jetachment?

AT VO
Moved from Roussy-le-Bourg across the lloselle River from Jantenene to Metric!
total distance traveled 1l.4 milses.

Company A}

Company Headquarters left Boust at 2000 enroute to new destination. Spent
night on road waiting to cross pontoon bridge vieinity Cattenom. Tank platoons
still in vicinity Fixem waiting to cross river.
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Company crossed the Moselle River (the tanks being ferried ‘across on rafts)
to support the attack of 359th Infantry Regiment.

Compeny O

Two platoons croseed river by ferry and joined Company in German barracks
south of Koenigsmacker.

Sopreny D¢

The Company was alerted to move and the 18 tanks, the C.0. peep, and the
maintenance peep cleared the area at 1800. The balence of the Companies' vehicles,
-~ the kitchen truck, half-track, platoon peep, and the C.P. peep joined the Bat-
talion trains amd left at 1845. It was raining, was a bit foggy, and the roads
were narrov with curves and muddy shoulders that would bog down any vehicles that
got off the hard surface. Frogress was necessarily slow. The iioselle River was
resched at 1955 and the crossing was completed by the 18 tanks and 2 1/4 ton peeps
by 2015. These vehicles closed into Basse-Ham, France around 2330, Distance
traveled was 11 miles.

14 November 1944

Headquarters » Hegd quarters Company-Medical Detachment.
¥Xo change.
Company A

Coupany Yesd quarters crossed river vicinity Cattenom at 0330. Spent remainder
of night on road outside of Koenigmn.cker. Oompany Head quarters moved into town
sarly in the morning and set up CP. Tank platoons orossed river vicinity Fixem,
or ¥alling, later in F.M. and moved into assembly positions to support 358th Inf-

antry Regiaent.
Company B

Company attacked with 359th Infantry. 3 tanks damaged and put out of action
by mines. Yinefields very heavy.

Company 5
No change.

Sompany D¢

The trains were hsld up by priorities of other units and didn't oross ths Mos-
olle River until 0515, They arrived in Basse-Ham, France at 1015. Orders were rec-
oived the night of the 13th to combine our Company and the 90th Division Reeonn-
alssansd Troop o reoonnoiter to the S of Basse-Ham and to establish oontact with
the 95th Infantry Division bridgehead at Thionville, Francs. The lst, 2d, and 3rd
Platoons were attashed to the respective Platoons of the 90th Divieion Reconnaissance
Troop. At 0700 the 1lst group started recomnaissance toward Thionville. The 2d group
started reconmaissance on the left via Valmestroff toward Kuntzig. The 3rd group

adje
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slaited reconnaissanc. .ward Haute-Ham. The lst group _.de comteot with the S5th
‘Division dridgehead in the vioinity of Basse-Yuts at 0820, thus olearing a route - .
for the 10th Armored Division to ocome through after the completion of the bridge at
Thiewrille. The 3rd group found Haute-Ham olsared of the enemy and continued SE
towards Kuntsig. This group and the 2d group went through the woods just 3 of Basse-
Hem, through mine fieldsemd both groups arrived in the vicinity of Kuntsig amd took
the village around 1400. The 2d group established contaot with the 358th Infantry
Regiment approximately 2 kilometers E of Xuntzig. The town was outposted by the 2d
group ard about 1900 a PV was talen at a bridge in Kuntsig. The lst group set up a
reconmaissance soreen along the railroad from Basse-Yuts to the viocinity of Kuntsig.
The 3rd group was ordered to push on through Kuntzig towsds Stuckange. On the south-
srn outskirts of Kuntsig heavy mine fields were encountered. This group attempted

t0 swing west and then south and again encountered mine fields. While trying to get
through this field the Reconmaissance Platoon Sergeant stepped on an AP mine and lost
a foot. The Reconnaisspyce Platoon Leader, while trying to evacuate him stepped on
another AP mine and last his foot. At this time, Lt. Coe, the tank platoon lesder,
and a Reconnsissance Platoon driver reached the two men and started back with the
pPlatoon Sergesint. The driver set off another AP mine, received a serious leg injury,
further injured the Sergeant they were omrying, and injured Lt. Coe's left haml. Lt.
3 Coe's wound was severe but did mot appear to be serious, He wa evacuated. This ac-
oident happened about 1630 so this group was pulled back to the railroad for the

L night. At this time our miesion for maintaining contact with the 95th Infantry Reg-
iment on our right and the 358th Infantry Regiment on our left was being carried out
add a close recommaissance screen between these two unites which was the Division's
right flank was established. No emsmy aotivity other than enemy artillery was re-
ported during the night. The headquarters platoon had, in ‘the meantime, become com-
fortebly situated in the t own of Basse-Ham.

15 November 1944

Headquarters & Hesdquartisrs Cogpepny-Medical Detachment:
",.’ No ohangg.
- Qogpegy At

All platoons moved out with 358th Infantry. Platoon leader's tank knooked out
vicinity of Distroff. He moved to another tank in platoon end was later killed in
action by tree burst from ensmy 88mm shell. Our tank knocked out the Mk IV SP that
hitithe lead tank. Also accounted for another gun of the same type. 1st & 3rd

platoons sccounted for.9 half-tracks and 1 4-track motorcycle. >rd platoon knocked
L outl Mk V tank with another of same type a probable. Heavy toll of enemy Infantry.

' The combination of our tanks, infantry, and the TDe took the town of Dissroff. Vs
fired from high ground to support tanks add infantry. Tanks fired from high grounmd 1
initially while infantry walked under the fire and into the town while the tank fire
kept the enemy down. Sharp counter-attack repelled. Town held during the night.
One of our tanks was hit in the town on top of turret by either large morter or large
artillery shell. Turret ring blown off and gun elevation knocked out. Crew o.k.
Another tank was hit on rear left sponson over gas tank by large artillery shell.
Motor lost power. Returned to area, worked on amd fixed temporarily. Maintenance
tank substituted for one of ours knocked out.

g

Company B*

Company pursuing retreating enemy.

-
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Cogpany O

No change. Platoon of heavy tanks crossed Moselle River and joined Company .

Compeny D}

The 2d and 3rd groups maintained the reconnaissance screen while the lst group
attempted to move S to Stuckange. Again heavy mine fields were encountered every-
where they wente Dut to these mines and enemy artillery, Stuckange had still not
been entered by sundown by our troops after attempting to do so from five different
routes. The lst and 3rd Platoons were withdrawn to Basse-~Ham and into Division
reserve at 1600, while the 2d group continued to outpost Kuntzig. The 3rd Flatoon
had been placed under the command of Tec Sergeant Dale S. Albee, $/Sergeant Reymolds,
injured July 27, returned to duty with the Company.

16 November 1944

ers ead ers Com ~Medical Detachment?

No ochange.

Company At

One tank knocked out of action, being hit on final drive housing by large art-
illery shell. All bolts sheared off housings Crew O.K. Could have been a shell from
enemy 150mm Howitzer. 1lst & 3rd platoons pushed off from Distroff in PM to support
Infantry in teking Metzervisse. liot too much activity with enemy in areg where 2d
platoon was operating except intense artillery fire. Quite a bit of radio trouble
during the day. Another tank hit by enemy bazooka.

Company B}
No change.

Company O}

2d platoon liberated Buding, destroying one AT gun. Heavy shelling by enemy.
lst platoon liberated Budling.

Company D

The Company less the 2d Flatoon moved at 1145 from Basse-Eam and closed in at
the new bivouac area near Illange, France at 1215. The distance traveled was 5 miles.
The 24 Flatoon of the 90th Divieion Reconnaissance Troop went to Rurange. The tanks
supported the Reconnaissance on the road from Rurange to letzeresche while the Recon~
naissance investigated a road block amd dug-in position at (525-759). They then turn-
ed back and the tdwn of furange was outposted for the balance of the day and that
night. The lst section of tanks and a section of Reconnaissance went to Flevy, France
and contacted the S5th Division Reconnaissance. During the dey and night they receivec
ensmy shelling. A prisoner was cptured and the information received from him was
turned over to the 95th Division Reconnaissance. A map and overlay of the area was
found and turned over toc the 90th Division Reconnaeissance., The town of Flevy was
outposted for the night.
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17 November 1944

Headguarters & Headgquarters Company-Medical Detachment?

Moved from Metrich to a new area 3 kilometers north of Znglange.

Company A}

Company Headquarters left Koenigsmacker and moved into Metzervisse. The infantry
and tanks were just shoving off and a lot of heavy artillery was flying around en-
dangering the ammunition and gas and kitchen trucks. Company Headcuarters holed up
ard within a few hours the town of Metzeresche was taken. All platoons participated
in push, 1st and 3rd in town and 2d working around the town. Two tanks fellback with
mechanicel difficulties, but were repaired and returned to action. Cne tank fell out
with gun trouble, but soon rejoined the platoon. 1lst platoon operated with 3 tanks -
2d with 5 tanks - 3rd with 3 tmks. One tank agein developed gun trouble, mecessitating
a new breech block which the artillery mechanic salvaged from a knocked out tank. Cur
TDs fired on our infantry and tanks. One of our Sergeants returned to the area where
the TDe were to stop the firing. Flatoons mopped up the town with the infantry amd
stayed over night.

Qompany B
No change.

Company C$

Company Headqua rters moved to Buding. 2d platoon moved into Kedange, capturing
31 PWs, One tank hit by bazooka, but was not knocked out. The three platoons lib-
erated Ebersvillers.

Company D*

The Company less the 2d Platoon remained in Division reserve at Basse-Ham. The
2d Flatoon outposted Kuntzig until early afternocon when it moved through Imeldange,
Geunange, into Haute-Geunange. Later in the afternoon e six man patrol went to Hein-
ange, about 2 kilometers S from Haute~Geunenge, and captured 47 prisoners. Haute-
Geunange was outposted for that night.

18 November 1944
r d ers C -Medical Detachment?
Company moved to a new area at Betlainville. Total distance traveled 4.6 miles.

Oompany &1

Tanks left Metzeres. Met heavy delaying action. 1st platoon entered town of
Luttange with mine-sweeper. No enemy in the town. Several large caliber guns on the
high ground outside of Metzeresche which delayed the advace until our artillery
knocked them out. All platoons stopped in Luttange. Company Headquarters moved into
Lutteange late in the day. 3 tanks went back to maintenance, 2 with bad transmissions,
1 with bad throw out bearings. Another tank was sent back to meintenance as gas tanks
sprang leaks after being hit on left rear sponson on the 15 November by exceedingly
large artillery shell.
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Compeny B} ' u ‘

No change. o
" Qompany O

1lst and 2d platoons at Ebersvillers. 2d platoon moved into Piblange and fired
on enemy horse drawn convoy, leaving ensmy east of Bookange, and destroying the ve-
hicles and cepturing 40 FWs, 17 enemy known killed.

Qompany D!

Early in the morning the group outposting Flevy captured a prisoner and turned
him over to the 90th Division. The 2d section of the 2d Platoon anmd the attached
.section of the 90th Division Reconnaissance Troop moved from Rurange and joined the
balance of the 2d group at Flevy. The mission was to continue reconnaissance to
Mancy, through Hessange, to Vigy. On the rosad to Mancy a road block was cleared by
tying cables around the trees and towing them off of the road with tanks. Near Che-
laincourt Chateau a German officer ard private were captured. Replenishments were
meade in gas, water, and rations, and more prisoners were picked up at Chelainoourt
Ohateau. At Vigy more prisonsrs were picked up. While outposting Vigy orders were
received to proceed into Avancy. In doing so, an enemy horse drawn vehicular col-
umn was intercepted and shot up. A considerable number of prisoners were taken.

The wounded Jermans were evacuated. The town was outposted and at 1800 two German
trucks.came down the road and were knooked out. Two prisoners were taken arnd two
were killed. At 2400 a German vehicle was knocked out at the crossroads while try-
ing to escape. This vehicle had an American Medic from the 95th Infantry Division

a of the Germans as of 1900 that day. The four Germens in the vehicle were wound-
ed and captured. The American lledic wes unhe rmed. The balance of the Company mede
a blackout marchfrom the bivouac area near Illange to Betteleinville, France, a dis=~
tance of 1l miles.

19 November 1944

Head quarters & Headqua riers Company-Medicel Detachment:

Moved to new area at Vry. Total distance traveled, 5 miles. The Assault Gun
Platoon and Reconnaissance Flatoon established road blocks in the vicinity of Avancy.
Reconnaissance Platoon cpptured 8 German prisonmsre. Both FPlatoons returned to Com-
pany area at 1700. The Tank 3ection, on outpost in vicinity of Vry intercepted an
enemy patrol trying to return to Germany from Metz. Three of an estimated number of
six men were wourded by mechine gun fire and taken prisoner. Prisoners were evacuated
through medical channels.

Company At

Luttanges Company spent day on maintenance of vehicles and weapons. Received
one tank from maintenance. Took maintenance crew from the company most of day to get
it into battle condition. Orews spent the day getting the tanks into shape after the
previous several deys battles. Re-stowed new smmunition ard checked over the old.

Qompagy B
No change.




Qompeny O} ) -
On® platoon moved into Gurnkirchen under shelling. It captured several pris-

oners and destroyed one AT gun. Another platoon liberated Hinckange and captured
17 prisoners. Company Headqua rters moved to Germen garrison eest of Bockange.
Oompany D*

At 0130 a coupe and an ammunition truck were lknocked out by the 2d Platoon. The
ammunition truck wes towing a 20mm anti-tank gun. The truck was set on fire. Eight-
een EM and o Captain were captured and five others were killed. At 0530 ean approach-
ing convoy was heard and a flare was used to provide emough light to spot the veh-
icles. The comvoy of 5 trucks were knocked out. The personnel scattered and es-
caped; two were killed. The captured anti-tank gun was set up and fired at the
trucks to further destroy them. Bszookas were captured in one of the trucks. At
0950 the 2d group moved out to the crossroads approximately 1000 yards NE of Reton-
foy and joined with the 755th Tank Battalion, thus closing the Metz Gap. The 2d
group then moved into Rentonfey and outposted it for the rest of the dey and that
night. The let Platoon moved at 0830 and set up road blocks at Avancy. The balance
of the Company moved to Vry. The 3rd Platoon set up road blocks at Vry. In the
afternoon the lst Platoon was returned to Company control. Around 2330 machine gun
fire from another company in the Battalion wounded and captured > out of 6 Germans
while grying to escape.

20 November 1944
H e rs -Medical Detachment!

Compeny remeined in bivouac area at Vry. Tenk section on same outpost captured
three Germans trying to get back into Germany from Metz.

Qompany A!

No change.
Qompany B!

No change.
Company C}

The three platoons assembled with Company Head quartere at German garrison.
Company D

At 1100 the 2d Platoon rejoined the Oompany. During the period from 14 Novem-
ber 1944 to 20 November 1944 the 2d Platoon knooked out 8 trucks, 5 horse-drawn
vehicles, captured an anti-tank gun, and took 79 priesonmsrs. Around 21CO a group of
6 Germans were intercepted on the road while trying to escape and were fired upon.

One F¥W was taken and 2 more were taken by another company in the Battalion. The
road is the main route of escape from Metz to Saarlautern.

-9
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20-25 November 1944

r o rs O 3 d l Detac 3

Remained in bivousc area.

Commany A

On 21 November Company  moved from Luttange to Dalstein at about 1300. Held in
Division reserve and performed maintenance through 25 November. On that date its
bulldozer tank detailed to Company D.

Sompany B!

No change. On 25-25 November Company was in holding positions along line Les
Estains Coudre Nothern Poignthy.

Qompany G

Company in German barrgks south of Piblange. On 22 November one platoon moved to
field north of Dalstein as outpost. On 25 November company moved to Beckerholy.

Qompany Dt

Company moved 21 November with Battalion to Dalstein (037797). Cleared Bettel-
ainville at 1200, arrived Dalstein at 1340, Distance traveled 11 miles.

No change until 25 November. On tha t date one platoon (with dozer €rom Com-
pany A) marched blackout to Halstroff, picked up Regimental infantry and reconnaissance
platoon. It went south to Flastroff, crossed the Heltenbach and made a reconnaissance
to outskirte of Schwerdorff. Upon reaching this point, the forse was subjected to
heavy mortar and artillery fire. This fire took place while the members of both the
tenk platoon and the Infantry and Reconnaissance Platoon were trying to get their ve-
hicles out of the mud. Upon finding this route blocked and impassible to both armor
and 1/4 tons, it was decided to go bgk across the stream and gein another crossing
farther North. Reconnaissance was made of all possible crossings and finally the
force had moved as far North as Waldwiese. At this point contact was made with el-
ements of the 10th Armored Division and the disposition of their immediate defense
wa 8 learned. Patrols were sent out to try and find ways to get over to Beringen.
All attempts proved unsuccessful as the roads were no good and the bridges and under-
passes and been blown. They remained in the vicinity of Waldwiese until ordered to
report hack to the Regimental CF. They arrived at the CP a t 1750 and received orders
to report to the 2d Battalion CP in Zeurange. The A Company dozer was left at the
Regimental CP. A black-out march was made and the force arrived at the 2d Battalion
CP at 1550, Here they received orders to proceed to Bourg-Esch-Thateau (149878),
where the Battalion CO was set up in an OP. This was accomplished and the Battalion
CO decided to hold the tanks and Infantry and Reconnaissance rlatoon at the Jhateau,
but have the tanks set up outposts on the road coming into the Chateau. Artillery
fell close all through the night. The bdance of the Company remained in Dalstein.
Orders to move out the next morning at 1000 were received around 2000.

26-28 November 1944
ead rters & Head rters Co -Medical Detachment$

26 November Company moved from Dalstein to Naldwarstroff. Total distance
traveled 7.8 miles. 7 e




Comapany A}

L
26 November Company moved from Dalstein to Waldwemstroff. Bulldozer returned

" from Company D. Retriever laid bridge over AT ditch in Germany.

Coppeny B

On 26 November Company pleced in Division reserve. On 27 November Company
attacked with 359th Regiment, the lst platoon enterlng Germany. Took high ground
overlooking Saar River.

Company C3

2d platoon captured Schwerdorff with 31 PWs 26 November after heavy shelling.
lst platoon captured Furweiler (Germany) on same day, taking 70 Fas. Balance of
Compeny on that date waes in Beckerholz.

On 27 November 2d platoon captured Otzwiller balance of Company moving to
COlmen.

Compeny D}

The Company moved with Battalion at 1000 25 November to Waldweistroff, France,
(099852), and remained there for the balance of the day awaiting further orders. The
lst Flatoon and the Regiment Infaniry and Reconnaissance Platoon moved at C730 into
Germany to the town of Oberesch, (1528%5). About five check points were given to be
reported on as to enemy disposition. Four of the five points were found to be clear
of the snemy, but at one point a eection of the tanks were brought into azction and
placed fire on some German dug-in positions. The other section went South to make
contact with the 357th Infantry Regiment to get their dispoeition. After this was
accomplished, the Platoon was reverted to Company control and arrived back with the
Compary about 1500,

The Company the following days remained at Waldweistroff cleaning the vehicles
and performing maintenance.

26-30 November 1944
Head quarters & Headquarters Compeny-Medical DetacbgeggsCogpaniea A&D.

Moved on 29 November to Neunkirchen, arriving at 1745. Distance traveled 3.7 miles

Compeny B!

Company held high ground overlooking Saar River as our infantry moved down into
the Saa r River basin.

Oogpany O

lst Platoon captured Guerfa nger 29 November, while 2d platoon took the high
ground east of that town. One tank knocked out enroute by enemy artillery. 3rd
platoon captured Gross Hemmersdorf. One tank knocked out by bazooka the tank com-
mander being fatally machine gunned by the enemy as he got out the tank. On 50 Nov-
ember lst platoon with our infantry moved across the Nied River and outflanked town
of Buren, closing trap on enemy facing Regimental advances. 3rd platoon moved to
Guerlfanger, 2d platoon on outposte
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AFTER ACTION REFORT OF
712TH TANK BATTALION
for December 1944

1-10 December 1944

)

on. dq’ edjonl De (

Rlulinod in bivoulc &t Neunkirchen (Les Buzonville). On 5 December Mortar
Platoon. with one section of Reconmhissance Flatoon were attached to *M" Company,
5rd Battalion, 359th Infentry Regiment. Th&t night the platoon placed six .50
.. @e&lidbre machine guns in positions near Mechern, Germany, preparetory to a fire

.+ Wission to commense &t daylight. The following day, before dawn the platoon
-wemt into its positions amd given the mission of firing on enemy positions across
" the Saar River. All during the dey the platoon received heavy fire from enemy

swAll arms, mortar, and artillery. One of our méchine guns was knooked out of
@otion by enemy artillery and two enlisted men received minor injuries. The
following days the platoon continued the mission. Enemy artillery and smell arms
-fire beoame 50 intense that movement arOund the machine gun emplacements waes im-
possible.

On 9 December crews of the Assault Gun and Reconnaissance Flatoons were
detailed as a carrying party to carry supplies across the Saar River up to the
Infantry CP's vicinity of Pachten, Germany. The supplies were oarried under cover
of darkness via assault boats, the party being under constant enemy smdll arms and
artillery fire. One officer and 10 enlisted men volunteered to remein écross the
river to evacuate wounded to aid stations. The following night the officer wes
seriously wounded.

Company As

The Company remained at Neunkirchen-les-3ouzenville (4Qlé&4) through 4 December,

- performing mainten®nce and restowage of vehicles. 5 December it moved to Guisingen
(WQ2182). Two platoons joined battalions of 358th Infantry Regiment to support by

direct fire a possible crossing of the 3aar River. Cther platoon reméined in reserve.
The next day (5 December) the latter platoon stood by for orders to cross the river.

8 December the bulldozer tank dug gun positions for 344th Field Artillery. One
‘s.. platoon fired direct at pillboxes across the river in Fachten. 'he 3rd platoon
" awkited crossing orders in Nieder Limberg. On 9 Cscember this platoon started to
oross river by ferry at 1630, but it was 190C before the first tank left the ferry
on the far side of the river. All tanks in platoon, except the platoon leader's,
bogged down on the oprosite river bank close to the ferry site and were subjected to
heavy enemy artillery fire. They were bellied up to the hulls. It waes not until
0230 the next morning after continuous work by the crews, that the taniks were finally
towed out. 3hortly after 0300 10 December the platoon reached rachten. During the
day the platoon fired on pillboxes with very good results. 34 enemy were taken from
TR several in & dazed condition. Until 12 December this platoon's tanks were the only
l : -tanks in Pachten. They were placed in strategic positions so as to defend the en-
b tire towns ’ .

P Compeny B!

On 1 December the compeny was employed in direct support of 359th Infantry
Regiment, One platoon was in reserve at Zeurange with the company headquarters;
another:pigtoon wes at 3onnehof, covering the road net to the east and at the seme
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time acting &e mobile reserve for one of the _egimental sattalions; the thirc
platoon moved into iionsdorf, which it outpoestzd to the east and northeast. at
0800, 3 December, the cempany reverted to ttalion control. 1t ussexbled at
Zeurange and moved out at 1000, closing &t ..eunkirchen at 1100. 4 and 5 Deceuw-
ber was devoted to maintemgnce of vehicles and weapons.

At 0630, 6 Tecember, company moved to direct fire positions one mile due
eagt of lJonnenhof. Jsrgets e&nd terget areas acroses the :ear were assigned euch
tank. The first mission was fired st 1100, consisting of 1lE0 rounds. .any direct
hits on pillboxec and bunkers could be observed despite the mist wnd emoke. ushere
wes no counter-buttery. it 1230, with the clearing of the wist, & second mission
was fired on same target. .ifter the firat five rounds heavy return fire includirg
machine gun was received. 'e delivered fire into the pillboxes and at the flashes
of the enemy gun firinz at us. Meny direct hits were observed, although the range
{1500 yards) made it impossible to determine the exact demage. .he third and last
mission was fired beginning at 1400. A total of 790 rounds (Hx, di, and ok, were
fired. The tanks withdrew at 1600 to Sonnenhof for restowtce of ammunition.

The following morning (7 December) the t&nks returned .o same Lositions as
day before. Again, three missione were fired end hits observed on forty pillboxes.
449 rounds (Hz, aF, and #F) were fired, and two enemy rounds of sumoke received in
return fire. The tanks withdrew &t 1400. The followin: day (8, 9, 10 ecember,
one platoon fired from same gosition, ad 450 rounds of ar «nd Hu on £ ecewber, 2C1
rounds of Hi O “ecember and 342 rounds Hi and aF on 10 ‘ecember. another ulxtoon
moved into indirect fire position west of ierlfanzen. Une hundred rounds of Wr
were expended 8 ‘ecember in laying down smoke screen &t river crossing .- of Jill-
ingen. 15 rounds were ex.ended on ¢ "ecember and two ruunds 10 "eceamber. un lest

date a platoon moved to furen rrecarciory to crozsing laar -iver. .

Company C3$

On 1 December lst platoon c& . iured town of .uren. .he platoon leuder's t:unk
was hit 5 times and knocked out. 24 platoon held wouds eust of jerlfancen, wnd Jhe
3rd platoon remgined in Fenersdorf. Jomuany he.dcuarters locaten &t .urweiier. on
2d December lst platoon remx=ines in Zuren. 2d gplatoon curtured ‘tiersdorf. Zra
platoon and headquarters remsine” in serlfangen and furweiler, re: ectively.

3 December headguarters and 3rd :latoon remained in Jeirsdorf, wnd let . l.toon
moved north of -3uren. Une tznk knock=2d ou: by mine =2nd one umsmber of crew xillzd.
Un 4 Mecember all except 2¢ vlatoon moved o Zuren. ‘he la:ter rexmiined ip jeirsdorf
until 5 Tecember when it joined balance of comruny in Zuren. of shelled throu-hout
the day.

On - Zecemper lazi platoon attemoted Lo crosc lair JAdver, tut 21id not succesed
because enemy artillery hit the ferry. .n § ‘ecsuber lJompany “ecdquerisrs jerson-
nel was user & boat paddlers and to carry sugzplies and litiers. on 10 .ccecher rd
platoon fired smoke mission on _aer River. lsiy latoon & tin 2reveni=? fros cross-
ing due to ferry beins knocked out by enemy artillery.

Com Dt

Company remeined &t leunkirchzn. Un % lecemuer company furrished two 50 cal-
ibre mechine guns and crews for =« shoot across the iwar river froxz viecinity t'remers-
dorf, sermany. The targets were sclected tillboxes &nd & sener:l harr: sment of the
enemy in a4id of the crossing at iachten. rhe firing wus in bursts &nd at prescribed
times. Rations and suvplies were t&ken to crews under covar oi darkmes: due to
enemy observation. '

SECHET
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Cn 10 December the compeny furniched 10 amen und one orficer for « carrying
party to carry supplies across the 3aar to 257th Infantry z=sgiment.

3LaVIos OUibanys

On 1 December Jompany moved to Veckring. ~rfollowing day maintenence platoon
moved to Hemmersdorf, iermany. Un 3 Jecember company furnished > zen and 3 50
cal. mdchine guns for shoot across aar.

11-20 “ecember 1u44

Yeadquarters & Headgudrters Company s

Company lesa orter and as-ault Gun flatoon remdined in Zivision reserve
during this reriod.

(n 10 December the ..ortsr ilatoon wae relisved from attachment to the 3rd
3attalion, 359th Infantry lesinent, 90th Infantry Tivision wnd atiwched to the
Reconmaissance Flatoon of the ¢Cth infontry " ivisior. oJuriag thic perivd the
rlatoon continued to fire frow Jdu; in machire jun positions on sesi bank of laar
liver neur i.ercherm, .iera:ny. Jheir fire was directcd on encuy pillboxes and
trench work on the oprosits gide of river &nd to the .orwer .latcon's iuuediaie
front. During this entire period enemy artillery, oorter and small wras fire was
eytremsly heuvy.

on 1% fecember the a-wault sun ilatoon ler-eant (&cting klatoon Leader)
‘received orders 10 wove his lutoon to rutfic lontrol roint | uuber %+ he
Platoon left :eunkirchen ut 1330 und urrived a{ the ontrol ro0int . uzber 2 ag
150C. a4t 2230 the wlutoon wes erried acroass the war diver and revorted ito the
forward Ct (consisting of attulion lowmander, 3-2, =3 of the 712th [enx _at-
talion 2t PFachten, which hai ;receded it by & few hours. lsch cun towed & 1/4 ton
truck through the mud on the e.st bank. The rlitoon wan then ordermd to rexdin in
immediute vicinity of the Ji until the Tollowir: worning. Un 15 eceuber, 0730,
the Flatoon wwus ordered to su vor. the 5d 'ctt.lion of the 3¢ Inf.ntr; .eziuent i:
an attack on illingen, :ermuny. Curing this attack their mission was tu lay down
covering fire for the lnfuntry und to assist in knoczins out enemy -illboxes and
strongpoints within the town. he at'ack ended «t 17.0 und the »lautcon returned tc
the forward Ul. On 17 “uceuber the vplutoon continued to suptort the infantry in «r
attack on the s me town. In ihis {izhtin; the 1-t, =d, and 3rd lcctions aiitucked
on streets runnin; iparallel within the town. heir mission to neutrulize encuy
resistance in second und thivd clories of puildings alon; the :ircets. at locoo the
attack ended und the platoon returned Lo torwerd ok asain.

The Agsuult jun tlatoon rew ined in diupsdiete vicinity of the forwurd ot of
712 Tenk suttalion Un 20 tecoauber the assault iun < letown rocroz=ed the laar &nd

returned to Coapuny area at .emkirchen-les-couzonville., un 21 c2.ocer, the _wt-
talion Forward Jt wit'irew frow .uchter w-d rotur 0 4o eunitirch n.
During period 10-20 occoubeyr U reanrini vasnee Jlatoon actoe s liuison Le-

tweon aoite of 90th Infnbry Givicion and 710 Tiac uttalion.

Company Al

The 3rd ~latoor in Fachien, other two .lutoons on 1l "~ ~ce:ber were 31ill on
west bank of Basr. Cne tan: fired acroas river and reristercd gwo bits on & o wrk
V tenk which despite damdice observed withdruwing. wn 1. ‘ecerber the 3ri plutoun
lnocked out & ark V tenk thet was beins towed by & lurk 1V, which it also kaocked
out. (7he towed tank was possibly the one hit the precediny day). at 15C0 the
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the 3rd platoon woved to the 357th Infantry sector in north part of Fechten.
Movement was impeded by crater=, fallen trees, low underpess, and hedvy enemy
artillery fire. tThis necessitated the platoon leaders zuiding the platoon on
foot.

"he 1lst platoon, at 1400, 12 December moved to the ferry site but was re-
turned because ferry operations had ceased. 2d platoon was ferried across Sear
at 1400. It remdined on ezzi baunk balance of day due to & TL being bogged down
in front of it.

On 13 December the lst platoon was ferried across river, arriving in tachten
at 1100. It was attached to 3rd Battalion, 358th Infentry Regirent. 4t 1200 it
moved to AR tracks northeast of Pachten and fired on four pillboxes which enabled
the infantry to capture them. 2d platoon was attached to lst 3attalion, 35Eth
Infantry, while 3rd platoon remained in position defending c¥Fs of 357 and 35%th
Infantry Regiments.

On 14 Tecember lst platoon attacked with the infantry, knocking out 3 pill-
boxes. 57 prisoners were taken and many enemy killed. After the infantry con-
solidated nosition the ta&nks withdrew beck into town. 3rd platoon noved back
into Fachten at 1800, and wasg attached to 3rd 3auttalion 358th Infantry HRegiment.
It wes necessary to repair the road for the return trip. '

{n 15 Necember lst rlatoon supported infantry attack at 0715 on center of
Dillingzen. Reached objective at 1500 after Pighting through a series of pillboxes
and two city blocks. A few prisoners were taken; & larze amount of ammunition
expended and meny buildings and enemy positions destroyed. Une tank hit & mine
which tore off the track, and wrecked u boggie wheel. The tank was retrieved.
2d platoon moved out at 0530 in support of infantry attack on right flank of
Tillingen. Very little resistence wus met. It captured two city blocks.

On 156 Decemﬁﬂrriitacked in Dillingen with infantry et 1100. It reached the
objective at 1500.

On 18 tecember lst platoon advanced to east outskirts of Tillingen.

On 19 December at 2000 orders were received to withdraw to west bank of :aar.

At (230, 20 Yecember, first elements of company were ferried scross river. The

last elements frrived in the area of 712t¢h Tenk 3attalion at iieunkirchen at 0800.
All vehicles were withdrawn successfully, the company reverting to 3attslion control
at full strength. .

Juring the period personnel of Jompany Heudquarters operated &s carrying
parties of critically needed supplies to the infantry across the river.,

Company 23

11 December one platoon fired & direct amission acroas the Saar from position
1/2 mile east of Sonnenhof. It then movei to new positions. It fired 159 mixed
rounds of AL, and Hi, receiving heavy return fire. On the following day the
platoon fired 50 rounds .of AF and Hi, mixed.

13 December one pl4oon moved to wWallerfangen at 1130 &and wus ferried acrosse
the 3aazr River at 1330. The two other platoons, with ammunition atop the tank
decks, was ferried across river at 1200.

15 December lst platoon attacked two pillboxes &t 1430, resulting in capture
pf 50 FaW. 3rd platoon attacked with 359th Infantry Regiment to join the flank
of the 358th Regiment. Considerable difficulty ws encountered with steel turret-
ed pillboxpm. There wes no penetration at distances as short as 100 yards. The
pillbox was finally buttoned down by machine gun fire at 10 yard distance. Fen-
etration was achieved after several rounds at point blank fire. A demolition
man was then dropped from the tank onto the pillbox. A C-2 churge was placed by
him at the door and blown. 1liine FsW were taken. Two enemy were wounded and one
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killed. An enemy OF was destroyed by tank fire, which also coverederight flank
of infantry in their attack. Heavy enemy artillery and mortar fire was encounter-
od,

" 16 December 7 bazooks rounds were fired at the 2d platoon from a 300 yard
range. The enemy bazookR squad was located and killed by tank mechine gun fire.

17 December & tank of 2d platoon knocked in the wall of a pillbox with 32
rounds of 76 AP and 6 rounds of 76 HE, rendering the box untenable. Other strong
points were fired on by the platoon.

18 December lst and 3rd platoons attacked with the infantry at 0800 into
Dillingen proper. By 1000 both platoons reached their objectives without firing
a shot., Enemy artillery eand mortar fire was extremely frequent and heavy, oon-
sidered to be the heaviest since Normandy. All corners and intersections @ppeared
to be zeroed in by the enemy.

19 December platoons maintained positions of preceding day. 3rd platoon
protected 155mm (self propelled) gun which fired at pillboxes at ranges as close
as 200 yards.

20 December, at 2200, orders were received alerting one platoon for with-
drawal across the 3aar River, which was accomplished by ferry during the night.

The foregoing period developed many new angles in pillbox fighting. The
unusukl success achieved in destroying the boxes was due meinly to our ability
to button up the boxes without harrassment from anti-teank zuns, &lthough eneuy
artillery and mortar fire was heavy and constant.

The 76mm proved to be superior to the 75mm. It frequently gained penetration
at points other than arertures. AFC ammunition was used until the wall caved in,
and was then followed by a few rounds of Hi which invariably flushed out what
enemy remeined in the box. The 75mm was effective when fired into the aperture
and at close range. In one instance 3 te&nk wes used to carry a demolition mén
who was dropped atop the pillbox. No box was encountsesred that was able to with-
stand a 0-2 demolition charge. :

Company C$

11 December lst platoon moved by ferry across the Ssar River under heavy en-
emy artillery and morter fire. The following day (12 December) the 2d platoon
crossed.

1> December 3rd platoon fired indirect fire from serlfangen across river at
enemy positions.

14 Decembsr lst platoon ‘fired on pillboxes in Dillingen, while 3rd platoon
continued indirect from west side of the 3&ar. Une tank of lat platoon disabled
by enemy fire, but repaired by comveany maintensnce section. On 15 DJeceabar the
bulldozer t&nk and maintenance section moved across the river and joined the com-
pany. :
20 December lst and 2d platoons withdrew across the river pursuant to orders,
Recovery vehicle remained at the crossing to tow tanks up the steep bani.

Com D1

12 December & platoon was detailed to outpost Division OF at Kixrnl SHEHwLAS-
DORF. Another carrying party was furnished to carry surpliee across the aiver to
the infantry eazch night from 12-15 Teccmber inclusive.

17 Zecember one lig¢hti tank was ferried =ucross the Se.r for use at sattilion
forward Cr in rachten.

20 December two tanks were detiailed to river crossinz countrol point to cover
the crossing of the 3aitzlion vehicles from Fachten.

-y
(r




21-31 Cecember 1944

Headquarters & Headguarters Jompany-ledical PetBchment?

Mortar Platoon remained wttached to ieconnaissance . roop, SCcth ~ivision
and continued to fire from dug-in .50 calibre machine gun positions as lkachern,
Jermany. 22 December ‘ombeny and Det.chment moved frow .eunkirchen at 1l<.C,
arriving at Lirchraumen at 130C. LDefensive cositions “3éinst enemy atl.cxs
were taken up. On the ~ame day th:s Lortér :lwtoon we:s relisves =nd returnti Lo
the company. The Lecoamnwisg.nce Flatoon conducted daily reccorumisc. oc o fouwes
of attack throughout “ivision sector. while on such & aission on 2« ..ec. .o + oae
of its peeps was demolished by & German box wine vicinity 'wute lisrch. Jhrue
enlisted men were killed and one seriously wounded.

Vehicle anti-aircraft wc..ons of compeny were ezrloyed on freguent occusions
agzainst low flyinz eneuy aircrift.

Cormpany Al
On 22 "ecember Jompany moved %0 Sealinzy (vs 099C) &nd w-s 2ituchel to 2356th

Infantry Regiment. ’

© 23 December lst platoon zoved to dcheusrweld (wy C97 ) with 2» sato.lion of
358th. 3rd Ilatoon moved to [latien (v 119%2) with 3rd Infentry .attelion, arnd
2¢ pletoon remained in rezerve in ceseling. Duaring thoe seriod locwl reconnsis-
sance Wi~ conductec by the _latoon leaders and tank cornuaanders.,

Un 31 "ecexber z tanks of lst platoon with clements of Infentr zatialion
captured 2 mechine gun nests on eneny outiost lins vicirity wohn (ne 12¢5). 13
PsiW and 6§ civilians were taken without casualiy on our part. air 2nd™round
reconnéissance wis madde by company commander and platoon leader for sgioilar raid

the followinz day.

gonpany Bi

gvening 21 Dzcembsr one platoon rlus 105 Assault jun-and recovery vebhicle
began withdrsl from Pachten across the 3aar. It completed the crossin: at 01%0

v
following morning. The last rlatoon withdrew from rachten «t O4C0, 23 _eceaver.
The coapany &ssexbled at Cberesch. The 2¢ platoon .oved to 3ilwingen &¢nd +ook
up firing ositions. Thse following dey (24 ‘ecexber; let olutoon took up cositior

in Guerlfanzen, )

In withdrawing 2cross the Zaar, it was neces ary to desirdy one of the cou=-
pany's tanks on the east bank which was disabled and could nct be ferried
the river. Tesiruction w&s necessary 10 avold eneuwy uss of the unil,

245 Tecerber 3rd platoon woved to 3erinzen. on 30 ec ber w. 140C 3rd
platoon firad 2C rounds into . ennincer without return fire. |he 24 - latoon,
after dark, moved to Filten and then returned, utlking ¢ chowing of eraorad
strength in the area,

-crossg

~ n

20~21 December lst and Zd platoons withdrew wcross ithe Zuar from riachien.
Cne of the company's disabled tenks was destroyed by us in rachten to avoid its
use by the enemy. It was impossible +o ferry it =croes the river. 22 ecexber
Jerman fighter plane strafed zrea. (o czsualiies.

25 December one platoon went throush @ tink ‘robles with i@ _latoon of U
gomwpany. 20 Tecember Zrd rlatoon firsd on pillboxes vicinity /eckgrinz i=»
problem with 357tk Infantry Zegiment. The followin; duy the platuon repecated
firinz in connection with Z7Cth Infantry iezi-ent.
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22 ‘ecember the platoon zuarding the ¢Cth Civision J¥ was relieved., Lhre
Jompany ueved fronm Jeunkirchen at 1215 to rirchneuzen (056-£G5,. he crews of
the 50 calibre michire zuns were returned tc the compény. C“uring the 17 days
in position vicinity Fremersdorf, they fircd ovar 25,000 rounds &across the 3udr
at, enemy positions.

23 Tecembsr a V=1 buzz bomb pasned over ures =t 1,30, ;oin: Su. It
and landed 5.mile- from OF,.

24k and 25 December 3 tanks were use. 1o dexzonatraie the wethod of wituckin:
pillboxes as part of tank-infuniry tedm. _emonstraticr wa3s stwjed ag Veckrin:
(C15-830). I'wo tunks used for road reconnéissdance in Swiwlicn zrea. 27, 28
and 30 iecember ore platocn engered in & tecticsl problem. levercl enewy w“ir-
craft passed over ared and were fired on by our .5C cwlibre wwchire ~uns.

RS
v oUudu

Q

3ervice Companys

Sezinning 14 Jecember trucks with supsliea were ferried wcross aar siver
to our troops in Fachton. [he ration truck wes hit by wriiller- on 1> .ecexler
on west hank and the retion Sergeant was killed &nd two otter snli:ted ..en wound:®
ed.

On 18 .ecember 3ettalion .=intenance officer crosscd river <o {orwurd wt-
telion Of with crew to perforn tenk =muintenence. Ye sugervised the recovery of
bozzed tanks and trucks on su~t side of river.

dhile T=ttalicon was across the %ar, supily «nd wuiunition dumnpe werc sct
up &t the forward JSb.
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HEADZUARTERS 712TH TAlK BATTALION SiiS/ran

J"‘.PO 4'03) Uo S. Am}r
3 February 1945

SUBJECT: After Action Report. oy

1 - TO : The Adjutant General, Washington, D. C.
: (Thru: Commanding General, 90th Infantry Division, APC 90, US Aramy.)

Transmitted herewith, After Action Report submitted in accordance
with Paragraph 10, Change 3, AR 345-105, 9 Larch 1943.

For the Commanding Officer:
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Arter Action Report
712th Teank Battalion
January 1945

1-10 January

HEADQUARYERS & HEADGUARTERS OGMPANY - MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

In defensive position at Kirchnaumen. IEnemy aircraft over
area 1 January. 2 January the 8-3 half-track while on a teat run
vieinity Xirchngumen was bombed and strafed by enemy plane. One f
BN surfered slight wound. {

. On 7 January, at 1400, company with Battalion lert Kirchnaumen
f.  en secret move to Luxembourg to particigate in Ardennes fight.
g  Arrived at Rippweller, Luxembourg at 2400, arter traveling 49 miles
- through saow blanketed roads. The rollowing day (8 January) com-
e z;:g 10{1; :Hpveiler at 1500, arrived at Boulaide, Luxembourg at
A =16 es.

On 9 Jamuary Lt. Col. George B. Randolph, Battalion Cemmandiag

Officer was killed in en artillery barrege at Nothum, Luxembourg.
He jeimed the Battallion 6 June 1944.

COMPANY A:
: Company located at Remeling (WQ0990). .

On January 1 the 2d Platoon in support of 1lst Battalion, 3%8th
Infantry Reglment, engaged in limited action to secure prisoners. |
4 Pa¥W were captured. The ground was extremely hilly and slippery.

Two tanks of lst Platoon on same day were in position at Nohn (WQ- °
F- 1399), roninuf section at Scheverwald (WQ0995); the 3rd Platoen
~ 4in position at Flatten (WQll92),

| 5 January company retriever was sent to Veckring ror demonstra-
._%don or bridge-laying apparatus. o

On 6 Jamuary at 1530 company lert Remeling with Battalion on the
march to Iuxembourg. It arrived rollowing morning (7 January) 0330
at Noerdange (VP 6929) - distance 63 miles. At 1500, 8 January eom-
pany moved to Boulaide, Luxembourg, arriving at 1700 - distamee trav-
eled - 18 miles. Move was made in heavy snowrall. The dalanee of
the perled the eompany remained in reserve at Boulaide.

| QUMRANY B: |
. Company ioo_utod at Oberesch, 8 January she lst Phto‘ozi moved to
'5'1'1118401.,;:911.“ ‘the 24 Phtaqn which moved to Beringea.
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6 January the oompany moved with tne Battalion to Luxem-
bourg. It moved into assembly area at Rippweiler, Luxembourg,
awaiting orders to attack north-northeast with III Corps. The
tollowing day (8 January) company moved at 0600 under cover of
darkness rrom Rippweiler to Grasbaus, Luxembourg, where it join-
ed the 359th Infantry Regiment preparatory to attack on Berle,
Luxembourg. The platoons joined their respective inrantry bat-
talions. On 9 January at 2200 the assault units, the other two
platoons (and infantry battalions) attacked to seize the high
ground around Berle. Enemy opposition was severe and losses were
heavy. Company Commander and a platoon leader were casualties.
During the night a Mark V tank tired a tlare which had a saort
Tuse. Instead or lignting up the area, it lighted up the German
tank. The first platoon leader opened up with his 76mm at 20
yards and destroyed tne tank. The second platoon was given mis-
sion or protecting Division right tlank.

COMPANY C:

Company at Kirschnaumen, France, until 6 January. At 1530
on that date it moved under Battalion control to Rippweiler, Lux-
embourg, arriving at 2400. Roads were icy, visipbility poor. On
8 January at 1300, Company moved to Bovigne, Luxembourg, arriving
at 1630, It joined the 357th Infantry Regiment. ¢ January the
company Jumped orf at 0900 rrom Bovigne. The 2d platoon reached
its objective - high ground near Bovigne - at 1400. 1st Platoon
reached its objective - Berle, Luxembourg - at 1600, capturing
one orricer and 23 EM, The 3rd Platoon remained in reserve. The
2d Platoon moved into Berle. On 10 January one eanlisted man evac-
uated due to shell fragments. Two tanks of 3rd platoon were sent
1.5 miles north ot Bovigne to wipe out enemy macnine gun nest. One
tank disabled by enemy fire - caliber unknown - and had to be des-
troyed to prevent its use by the enemy. ZPlatoon leader was evac-
uatea.

COMPANY D:

On 1 January numerous enemy aircralt ilew over tne area at
Kirschungumen and drew Iire tfrom our guns. sSeveral bombs were
dropped in the vicinity.

2 January the 1lst ana 2a Plgtoons plus tne tanks irom Head-
quarters Platoon went on a road march to warm up the engines and
- lubricate gll the working parts. The 3rd Platoon went out on a
tactical problem.

6 January the Company with Battalion leirt tiae area at Kirsca-
nagumen at 1530 and made a march or 51 miles to Rippweiler, Luxem-
bourg, (719-225). The roads were icey and suow packed, but a rate
Or march was maintained gt about 7 miles per nour. The Company
arrived in the new area at 2320.
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g 8 January the Battalion moved rrom Rippweiler, Luxemoourg
at 1500, and made a marci or 17 miles to Boulaide, Luxembourg-
(616-448). Due to increaseu suowiail, Snow packed and icey

. roads, about 10 grousers were put on eacan tank track. They

ot were round to work very well. The rate or marca averaged

o about 6 miles per hour, and tie Company arrived at tne new area

i at 1815.

{ 9 January the 3rd Platoon lert the area at 0Y00 ana re-

' ported to the 90ta Vivision CP tror rurtner orders. They con-

tacted the 359th Intantry Regiment CP gt Llecner-vunkrodt, wait-

- ed until 1130, and were ordered to take the tanks tnrougi Notaum

7 (670-506) . Here they encountered intense artillery rire. About

e 1 mile NW of Nothum a concentratioa or enemy mgcuniune gua rire

N was met. The CO of the 2d Battalion, 358th Inrantry Regiment ana
the CO or B Company, 7.2th Tank Battalion, were contactea aand

the Platoon was assigned to guard tne Battslion aavancea CP.

Around 17350 two columns ot Gerwman Inrantry spproacneda the CP,

one column on eaci side. They were haltea ana when they started

running for cover, the platoon lesaer directed rire on then.

f During the riring a voice was neara cslling on one side,

| "Stop firing, tor God's sake stop riring! We're Americans,

we're GeI's., returning irom a patroll Please stop firing!"

Aiter tne firing naa ceased, tne voice was neard again,
"We're Germans. We want to give up and be taken asFPesW's."

Twenty-seven prisoners were teken and an unaetermined number

killed. Throughout the night the area was subjecteu to artillery

and rocket fire.

10 January at 0800 the 3ra Platoon woved out as right rlank
. guard tor the lst Battalion, 359th Iniaatry Regiment gna tne 2d
- Platoon "B" Company in their advance tnrougn tihe enemy lines.
Intense artillery and rocket rire was drawn immediately upon
moving out. The aavance led tarougn iielas rlanking dense woods,
the enemy having comnanding observation. Conditions were suca
that it took approximately 3 1/2 nours to go 500 yaras, as the
ground had to be cnosen very careiully. 4Hvery time the conks
were in an open area they darew intease i1ire. It was iound ad-
- vantageous to remove the red panels rrom the tanks as they prov-
g ided an outstanding target ror enemy guns and observgtion.
Cover was sougnt in tne woods, but the aensity or tiae trees ana
the tendency ot the duckbills vo pull tne tracks oii made tne
advance practically impossible., Tracks were tarown on 4 or the
5 tanks. Work was started replacing the tracks at around 1130
and ended about 1715. Tracks were replaced on two of the tanks,
but tanks 31 and 33 had to be gbandoned due to position, the need
for a heavier towing vehicle, and maintenance trouble. During the
working time the men were subjected to intense artillery and
rocket barrages. Four of the five tanks were penetrated at var-
ious places by shrapnel. Tree and air bursts were very numerous.
The three operative tanks were withdrawn and set up as right flank
guard for the Battalion CP that night.
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The balance of the Company remained at Boulaide, Luxembourg.

SERVICE COMPANY:

Company in bivouac area at Elzange (VU94€7). 6 January 1
wrecker was attached to Battalion to accompany it on mgrch to
Luxembourg. On 8 January Company moved to Rippweiler (VP7129).

11-20 January

BEADGUARTERS & HEADOQUARTERS COMPANY - MEDICAL DETACHMENT :

13 January moved from Boulaide to Surre, Luxembourg, closing
at 0900. On 17 January moved to new area at Soulez, Luxembourg,
closing at 1200. During this period, company and detachment re-
mained in division reserve. The Reconnalissance platoon acted as
lialson between Battalion and its companies on the line.

COMPANY A:

On 11 January the three platoons moved to an assembly area
N of Harlange. 13 January 24 platoon moved at 1730 to join 1lst
Battalion 358th Infantry Regiment. Two tanks of lst Platoon were
disabled by enemy HV fire vicinity of Bras, one being hit in the
motor compartment and on the tube, the other on the tracks and
suspension system. On 14 January the platoons continued the
attack. A platoon leader's tank was hit and he and two members
of the crew were killed,,in vicinity of the rallrosd tracks North
of Bras. The platoons moved on to Neiderwampach, where the fol-
lowing day the 2d Platoon knocked out a Mark IV SP gun gnd was
instrumental in taking 380 PsW in a flanking movement on the Town.

- 16 January 24 and 3rd platoons moved against Oberwampach,
the lst platoon on the left of Neiderwampach. The former took up
defensive positions, one platoon to the Northeast of the town to
sweep the hills and slopes to the Northwest, North and Northeast;
the other platoon to the southeast of the town to protect the
flank. It also had good fields of fire to the east and northeast.
On 17 January the 2d platoon knocked out five Mark V tanks and one
half-track, while the 3rd platoon knocked out three Mark V tanks
and orippled one Mark VI tank. The ememy tanks came from North,
and Northwest of Oberwampach in a sweeping flanking movement. The
Tighting was especlally bitter and a heavy toll was taken of enemy
personnel as well as armor. On the following day the 3rd platoon
knocked out an additional Mark V tank. The enemy constaently coun-
ter-attacked our forces in the town, heavy enemy fire of gll cal-
ivers coming in continually.

19 January the lst platoon moved to Sonlez (VP6353) for
maintenance and rest. The 3rd platoon moved to Neilderwampach,
while the 2d platoon remained at Oberwampach. The latter re
pulsed 3 counter-attacks in 4 preceding days, the 3rd platoon

‘
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A 7 counter-attacks. An enemy battalion CO was among the prisoners

L taken.

o 20 January two tanks of 2d platoon made a limited attack on
T the high ground North and Northeast of Oberwampach.

4 During the foregoing operations the 24 platoon employed a
-#300" redio for communicating with the infantry. It was informed
through this means of the enemy counter-attacks and enabled the
platoon leader to dispose his tanks on high ground lohg enough to
fire (with heavy toll of enemy armor) and withdraw to defensive
positions. One heavy enemy counter-attack was broken up in this
nanner.

‘COMPANY B:

11 January 3rd platoon attacked with an infantry battalion to
capture Bohony. One Mark V tank and one self-propelled were knock-
ed out and the objective taken. The platoon leader of 24 platoon
was injured, the platoon accounting for two Mark V's and two self-
propelled guns. Camouflaging our tanks with white paint to blend
with the snow proved very effective. On 12 January the 24 platoon
repulsed four enemy counter-attacks, kmocking out six German tanks
and six self-propelled guns, taking 150 PsW. The following day
(13 Jan) the same platoon knocked out three Mark V tanks and three
self-propelled guns. 14 January the company was relieved for nec-
essary maintenance, reorganization, and rest. On 16 January com-
pany moved to Wardin. 1st and 24 platoons jolned thelr respectlve
infantry battalions preparatory to attack on Longvilly and adjac-
ent high ground. The town was taken late the same day. The next
two days were devoted to consolidating and outposting. 20 January
the company and infantry took the high ground east and north of
Longvilly.

COMPANY C:

o

2.

1l January lst platoon Jjumped off from Berle at 1100 attack-
ing toward Doncols. It reached the outskirts at 1530, taking
elght PsW. The 24 platoon left Berle at 1230, passed through the
1st platoon at 1630 and liberated Doncols. It captured two
officers and 8 enlisted men; also an enemy regimental CP. 13
January 24 platoon set up a roadblock at 1330 in woods northeast
of Doncols, covering the main road between Doncols and Bras. The
3rd platoon set up a roadblock 200 yards east of Doncols. Com-

pany headquarters moved from Bovigne to Doncols.

14 Jenuary Doncols was bombed and strafed by planes of Alllied
markings. 7 bombs were dropped within an hour.

- 15 Jamuary 24 platoon moved to secure additional high ground
"northeast of Doneols. The following dey the company assembled at

5=
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Donools. On 17 January 24 platoon was attached to 359th Infantry
Regiment and moved to Benonchamps, Belgium at 1700. The next day
this platoon took'ug defensive position on high ground 1800 yards
east of lo Yy, Belgium. On 20 January at 1100 Company moved
from Doncols to Sonlez where the 24 platoon rejoined Company.

- QOMEANY D:

11 January the 3rd Platoon was relieved by the 24 Platoon
around 1100 and reported to the 359th Infantry Regiment. It took
up right flank guard along with tanks from "B" Company and vehicles
from the 773rd TD's. Immediately an enemy artillery and rocket bar-
rage was laid on the area. Under cover of darkness the Platoon and
a platoon from "B" Company were withdrawn to Nothum and set up all
around security for the night.

The balance of the Company remained at Boulaide.

12 January the 2d Platoon was relieved from the 1lst Battalion, and
reassigned to the 3rd Battalion. It received the mission of
providing right flank security for the OP. The area was reconnoit-
- ered with a peep.

A platoon of tanks from "B" Company had taken orossroad (649-
545) and held it with the help of some Infantry. The Germans
laynched a strong counter-attack that threatened the position. A
heavy oconcentration of artillery and rockets were landl around
the orossroad and the 2d Platoon area. The tanks from " Com-
pany were running low in ammunition and the 24 Platoon was called
to reinforce them. On the way up they were motified that the sit-
nation was well in hand and that they had been resupplied with
ammunlition. The 2d Platoon then turned baok to provide security
for the OP for the day. Under the cover of darkmness the Platoon
carried gas, water, and rations on the tanks to the assault guns
and -tanks of "B" Company, and took up defensive positions at the
359th OP for the night. The position was so close to enemy ob-
servation that the sound of the engines drew enemy fire. Harrass-
ing fire was laid down throughout the night.

13 January in the early morning enemy SP guns fired into the
- area held by the 2d Platoon and several Infantry men were injured.
s At 1300 word was received that they were relieved by the 26th
Infantry Division, but because of the direct observation of about
1l mile of the road by the enemy holding the high ground the Platoon
stayed in position until after darkness. During the day barrages
were laid down on the area by the Germans and a group of our own
Planes bombed and strafed the area ocoupied by attached Infantry
by mistake. At nighttime the Platoon moved out. A flat trajectory
weapon opened up on them immediately. They ran a gauntlet of fire
back to Nothum with enemy artillery so close that the muzzle blasts
oould be observed on the hill sides. It was an exciting ride back
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for the Platoon and quite a few grousers were lost due to excess-
ive speed. It was later discovered that the Germans had slipped
in to the area separating the defensive position of the Platoon
from the positions held by the "B" Company tanks, a distance of
about 500 yards, and placed mines on the road. The Platoon re-
turned to the Company area which was now Surre, Luxembourg.

Around 0830 the Company moved to Surre (595-466) a distance
of about 3 miles. '

Company maintenance section with the ald of a retriever from
"B" Company spent seven hours recovering tanks 31 and 33 aband-
oned on 10 January. Artillery and rocket barrages were still
falling in the area.

14 January the day was spent in the maintenance of all vehicles.

15 January the weather became very cold and made the starting
of all engines very difficult. The tanks were cleaned on the out-
side: and prepared for painting white as a camouflage with the snow.
All the lst Platoon tanks were painted.

16 January all vehicles had thelr engines started after 2400
of the 15th as a protection against the freezing weather.

The line platoons were alerted and moved out around %500.

The 1lst Platoon was assigned to the 359th Infantry Regiment as a

mobile reserve and moved to Wardin, Belgium (590-565).
The 2d Platoon was held in reserve at Sonlez, Luxembourg
(633-532), with the 358th Infantry Regiment.
The 3rd Platoon was attached to the 3rd Battalion, 357 Inf-
?ntgy ge%iment as a mobile reserve and moved to Bras, Belgium
627-558) .

17 January the Company Headquarters section moved with Bat-
talion at 1015 to Sonlez, a distance of 5 wmiles. The arrived at
1145. :

The 1st Platoon remained in control of the 3rd Battalion,
359th Infantry Regiment as a mobile reserve. They moved to Ben-
onchamps, Belgium and took up defensive positions, (620-574).

The 24 Platoon was relieved from the 358th snd reverted to
Company control.

The 3rd Platoon remained attached to the 357th, 3rd Battal-
ion at Bras, Belgiuii, and held as mobile reserve.

18 January tne tanks from tine 2d Platoon and tihz veaicles

from Jeadquarters Platoon changed from 30 oil to 10 oil because
of the coldne3s.

-7- i
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19 January the lst Piatoon remained in reserve at Benonchagnmns.

The 24 Platoon relieved tae 3rd rlatoon at Bras around 1130,
the 3rd Platoon returned to the Company area at Sonlez, Lux enbourb,
perforined maintenance, and changed fron 30 to 10 grade oil because
of the extreme coldness.

Quite a bit of sanow bad fallen duriuag tue early worniag and
drifts were encountered 2 and 3 feet deep in the area near Bras,
Belgium. At some places the roads were tenorarily blocked.

SERVICE COMPANY:

The company 11-13 Jegnuary was located at Rippweiler. An ex-
periment of camouflaging vehicles to blend with the snow, made up
of a lime mixture, was made and found very successful. All Tanks
are now whitewashed before leaving Battalion maintenance. On 14
January the company moved to Hostert Les Folschette, and on 17
January the Headquarters and Transportation OldtOOHS moved to Surre,
the Maintenance platoon to Boulaide.

All replacement tanks are checked by Battalion Maintenance
before being released to the Companies.

21-31 January 1945

HEADQUARTERS & HEADJUARTERS COwPANY — MEDICAL DRTACHEENT:

Units moved from Sonlez to Direnbach on 22 January, closing at 1430.
Moved again 23 January to Runlange, closing at 1330.. Movement made in snow-
storm. Sporadic enemy artillery fire fell near CP. 26 Jaruary units moved
to Nassen. During this period they remained in division resarve.

CCLPANY A:

21 January Company CP moved to Senonchamps. 1lst platoon at Beronchamps
with Company Headouarters. 2d Platoon pushed to Famiville with Infantry with
very little opposition from the enemy. 3d platoon attached to Infantry Bat—
talion at Derenbach.

22 January Company Headquarters and lst platoon moved to Derenbach where
they were Joined by the 2d and 3d platoons. Day spent painting tanks white
(snow camouflage) and performing necessary maintenance.

23 January entire company moved with the Battalion to Rumlange; placed in
Division Reserve.

2L January spent day on painting remainder of vehicles and maintenance.

25 January company still in reserve. Spent day on vehicles, weapons and
rest.

- - S~
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26 January company headquarters and 2d platoon moved to Biwisch. 1lst and
3d platoons vicinity Veiswampach with 2d Battalion 358 Infantry Regiment.

27 January lst platoon at Leithum (VP 8475). Close support of Infantry to
this objective, Light enemy opposition. 2d platoon still at Biwisch. 3d plat-
oon at Beiler (VP8275). Closely supported the infantry to this objective.
Little enemy opposition. Terrain and weather conditions made good tank support
impossible. Tanks were called on by the Infantry for support fire on automatic
weapons positions when necessary.

28 January lst platoon still at Leithum. 2d platoon at Beiler in reserve.
3d platoon at Lascheid. Was called on by the infantry to give close support fire
to this objective. Terrain very hilly and slippery. 105 tank.to Utopia to fac-
ilitate communications.

29 January 1lst platoon at Leithum. 2d platoon at Beiler. 3d platoon limited
action vicinity Weweler (VP 8778). Tank maneuverability poor. 3d platoon did
some support fire on enewy automatic weapons, but found the terrain bad for too
much movement.

30 January lst, 2d and 3d platoons all vicinity Stupbach on the Our River.
Late in the afternoon all the platoons crossed the river. 1st platoon pushed out
with the infantry about 1 kilometer E of the town. 2d and 3d platoons remained
across the river in the vicinity of the town.

31 January lst platoon moved another kilometer E to holding position. 2d
platoon remained in the position of previous day in reserve, 3d platoon moved
to the E about three kilometers with the infantry giving them support fire to
" knock out automatic weapons. The snowy condition of the roads and fields, plus
the character of the terrain (very hilly) made tank cooperation difficult. ZEn-
emy left plenty of mines along route of retrect. Especially along logical routes
of pursuit.

COMPANY B:

On 21 January the three platoons jumped off at 0800 and advanced to Hammi- 1
ville before meeting any enemy resistance. The following day (22 January) the
platoons advanced to Boxhome, capturing the high ground. The company CP moved
to Deifelt. The 1lst platoon went into firing position in woods north of town
to suypport the infantry crossing the Loraine River. The 2d platoon set up a
roadblock 75 yards out of the town.

24, January lst platoon supported infantry in seizing nearby high ground. On
25.January company was relieved from attachment to 359th Infantry Regiment and
moved to Troisverges for reorganization and maintenance after about 26 days of
continuous fighting. It remained until 31 January, when it rejoined the 359th
Infantry Regiment at Burg Reuland (858787).

21 January 3rd platoon joined 3rd Battalion, 359th Infantry at 1600, mov-
ing up to high ground NW of Lullange into defensive positions, 1lst and 24
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‘plateons remeined in Wincrange in support. Company Headquarters left Sonlez
at 1330 and arrived at Longvilly, Belgium at 1500, marching 8 miles.

On 22 Janwry Company Headquarters left Longvilly, Belgium at 1430 and
set up CP 1x Wincrange at 1600, after marching 7 miles. 1lst and 3d platoons
reassigned to lat Battalion 357th Infantry and left Wincrange at 1100, marched
to Asselborn, Luxembourg with no opposition. At 1600 both platoons moved into
position NE of town. 2d platoon, reassigned to 2d Battalion, 357th Infantry,
marched on Boxhorn. While topping high ground before entering town one tank
hit a mine. On entering the town the 2d platoon knocked out 2 machine gun nests
expending 7 rds of HE.

23 January lst platoon moved out with 1lst Battalion, objectifé Binsf#ld.
It supported the attack from the high ground N of Sassel. While attempting to

cross a creek in this operation the entire platoon was bogged down. 2d and 3d
platoons moved on to Sassel. P 8e°

2l January at 0200 2d and 3d platoons pulled back to Asselborn, picked up
a platgon of infantry and'a swuad of Engineers, then advanced to Binsfeld by way
of Troisverges, arriving in the middle of a fierce counter attack. It knocked

out 1 anti-tank gun and the enemy retired. 3d platoon took 4 EM prisoner in
this operation.

1lst platoon got 3 tanks out of bog and proceeded to Binsfield. The next day
the 4tk tank of 1st platoon was pulled out of the bog. 3rd platoon left Binsfeld
at 0830 26 January with infantry mounted on tanks and arrived at town of Hupper-
dange at 1200. Left Hupperdange at 1230 with infantry both mounted and dismount-
ed, arriving at Heinerscheid 1330.

2d platoon advanced with 2d Battalion onto high ground, cutting road N of
Lauadorn. :

On 27 January lst platoon moved up with lst Battalion to Weiswampach. 2d
platoon was relieved and returned to Battalion control in Troisverges.

3rd platoon left Heinerscheid at 1700 and moved into Defensive position on
high ground 1 mile NV of Heinerscheid. At 2000 3rd platoon moved to Weiswampach,
arriving at 2400.

On 28 Jenuary 3rd platoon left Weiswampach at 0900 and crossed Belgium border
at 1100 in support of the infantry. One tank was disabled by enemy mine, 3rd
platoon was fired on point blank by enemy tanks at 1000 yards. 2 tanks were hit
twice, each by 2 AP and 2 HE without penetration or becomirg disabled. Platoon
then retired to woods to their rear and took up defensive position. 1lst platoon
moved to Lielen and took 1 prisoner. 2d platoon left Troisverges at 2030 and
arrived in Leithum at 0030. The next day it left Lithum at 1400 and arrived at
Oberhausen, Belgium at 1500 firing 10 HE and 2 AP at several houses full of enemy
personnel, causing 1 officer and 7l EX to surrender to the accompanying infantry.
2d platoon captured 3 prisoners in this operation.

On 30 January the 3rd platoon returned to \ieiswampach. 3 tanks of 2d rlatoon
crossed Our River, by fording at 0500 covered by 2d section, 2d section remaining
in Oberhausen. .
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21 January all platoons returned to Comnany control. The next day a V-1
buzz bomb flew over the aree at 0715 and others nassed over the area around

1600.

The Company moved with Sattalion from Scnlez to Derenback, Luxembourg,
(674~590), a distance of about 7 miles. The area was cleared at 1200 and the
new area reached at 1400. Progress was slow due to a heavy traffic of convoys
and moving equipment.

23 January the company moved with 3attalion to humlange, Luxembourg (740-
660). At this place therc was a bit of artillery that fell in the vicinity,
small arms fire was heard, and two of our planes were shot down in the vicinity.

At around 1900 the 3rd Platoon was assigned a mission to move to Asselborn,
Luxembourg (740-877), and serve as a mobile reserve for the 357th Infantry Reg-
iment, along with tanks from Co. "C".

26 January the Comnany prepared to move with Battalion at 12C0 and cleared
the area at 1415. The 3rd Platoon joined the convoy at Asselborn, having been
relieved of their assignment. HRoads again were jammed with moving ecui ment
and convoys. The new area at Trois Vierges, Luxembourg was reached around 1550.

27 and 28 January the painting white of vehicles was resumed but work had
to be discontinued on account of snow.

-

31 January at around 1700 the lst and 2d Platoons with the CF and COU tanks
moved to Lieler, Luxembourg, (837-709), and set up an outguard and a CP for the
night. The two Platoons relieved the 90th Division Reconnaiscsance of its' out-
guard. The balance of the Company remaired at Trois Vierges.

SERVICE COMPANY:

Company moved to Benonchamps 25 January, and the next day to Hamiville.
29 January the Battalion lMaintenance Ufficer tocok two tanks each with a driver
and tank commander and a half-track with 3 wmen ¢f the 3attalion meintenance
Platoon to a hill still under enemy observatica to try and recover a L4A3L2 that
had been knocked out by enemy mines. By hooking the two tanks together and put-
ting them in their lowest gear the tanks moved up to the position of the Lika3R2
with very little noise, hooked up and pulled it several hundred yards back down
intc the Valley where it could be workec on without being under enemy observation.
When the MAA3E2 was moved the tracks came off. The half-track crew moved up with
the half-track to a position near enough to the tracks where they could unwind
the winch and hook onto the tracks without »etting stuck, and winched the tracks
out and dragged them back with the LILA3 2. After checking the vehiecle it had to
be listed as battle loss. The explosion of the mine had bulged the bottom plate
in, and torn it loose; also the ammunition boxes and accessories were torn loose.

The Battalion hainteriance Platoon accomnlished the following jobs during
the period 20th to 30th Januery inclusive.

* 3 Continental engines instelled, 1 U...l. mctor instzllec; Clutch installed

in 1/4 ton; 1 For engine replaced; Ford encire teken out but could not be re-
placed because of damage done to compertrment anc accessories, Linkages, 0il
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filters, gas lines etc; 2 suspension systexs Tezr Iler 203 firal
drive hub installed., After a tz:i: =2 2etiis liss the welder
repaired it by welding a gouge detween tre finzl Irive znd iiffepenciel,
Welders also welded other fouges on tanxs tnzt nad Zeen nlt zod &l not pen-

etrate, making them ready for action asain,
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After Action Report
712th Tank Battalion
February 1945
1-10 February 1945

HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COMPANY - MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

: Remained at MASSON, Luxembourg to 5 February, as Division reserve.
On the latter date, it moved to Gruffangin, Belgium, arriving at 1130 -
distance 11 miles. On 7 February at 0900, moved in three serials via
St. Vith because of bad roads to Groblangenfeld, Germany, arriving at
1130. Distance traveled 16 miles. Sporadic enemy artillery tire rec-
elved from Siegfried positions.

During this period the Reconnaissance platoon maintained contact
between Battalion Headquarters and the several companisss It also
assisted in billeting and acted as road guides.

COMPANY A:

Company CFP located at Biwisch (VP7470), all platoons in support
of Infantry. Across the Our River in terrain unfavorable to track
vehicles. On 2 February the CP moved to Beiler (VP8275), while the
lst and 34 platoons gave close support to the inrantry in vicinity
(8875 and 888755). The 3d platoon at one time lost contact with the
supporting infantry and became surrounded by enemy bazooka men. The
platoon opened fire and dispersed the enemy who ran into our infantry
coming up on the left. The enemy was captured. The platoon itself.
captured 15 PsW later in the day. Mortar fire was received during the
day (g February) the platoons were on line in a holding position.

ote:
The companies of the Battalion reorganized their platoons
80 as to meke four platoons, of four tanks each, in order that there
might be one platoon in reserve. It was found desirable to do this
because of the constant employment of the former 3 platoons, which
resulted 1n long periods without rest and necessary maintenance.

On 4 - 5 February the company was relieved for necessary main-
tenance and rest. On 6 February the lst and 2d platoons moved to
support the infantry at Wintersecheid, the 3d platoon at Blelalfr. The
following day they assaulted pillboxes of the Siegfried Line at close
range, thus keeping them buttoned up in order for our infantry to
attack them. One tank hit a mine, without casualty to personnel. The
assault continued the next day (8 February). One tank bogged down
among the pillboxes. Tank fire is proving very effective in the cap-
ture of the boxes. Two 3d platoon tanks were knocked out in a night
attack, one of which is retrievable. The tanks are being supplied by
withdrawing one per platoon at a time to a prearranged area.

On 9 February the platoons mopped up the area taken and assaulted
new positions. The pillboxes are spaced more thinly. The company has
managed to keep at least 3 tanks in operation per platoon. On 10
February the assault continued. One tank was immoblilized by enemy
fire. No casualty.
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- The company maintenance section was able to return a repaired
tank to the line for each one knocked out or otherwise disabled.
Approximately 30 plllboxes were captured during the above per-
iod with the assistance ot the company.

-

COMPANY B:

On 1 February the company attacked along the Our River to cap-
ture Winterspelt. The enemy withdrew a number of self propelled guns
after a delaying action. The company lost 2 men to artillery fire.
The CP moved into the town. The following day the company outposted
the town and performed maintenance.

; 3 February the 24 platoon joined the lst Battalion, 359th Infent-
ry in attack on Buscheid. The roads were mined and booby trapped.
The 1st platoon attacked with the 2d Infantry Battalion, capturing
Brandsheid 1. 35 PsW were taken.

6 February the 24 platoon attacked to secure the high ground
vicinity of Echibied. ines and roadblocks found to be plentiful.
2d platoon knocked out 12 pillboxes in Halshied and took 20 PsW. The
3d platoon supported by fire, flushing 125 PsW. The following day
(7 February) the 24 platoon knocked out 8 pillboxes and 1 AT gun,

The 34 platoon knocked out 9 pillboxes.

On 10 February the 1st platoon sent to Branshied to support by

tire and outpost the town.

COMPANY -C:

On 6 February at 0130 1lst and 3d platoons lert Elcherath and
arrived in Habscheid at 0400 meeting no opposition. 1l1lst Platoon took
5 prisoners.

2d Platoon letrt Ihorn at 2200 and marched to Winterspelt arriv-
ing at 0200 on the 7th. 1 tank or 1lst Platoon was disabled by enenmy
mine at Habscheid while Platoon was covering the withdrawal or the
infrantry to better positions. No casualties.

3d Platoon lett Habscheid at 1900 to take high ground NE of
Habscheid, reached objective 0600 on the 8th supporting the inrantry.
On 8 February 3d FPlatoon pushed orr at 0800 to take the trorward slope
of high ground previously captured. A&t 0925 one tank was disabled by
a direct hit on bogy assembly by enemy HE, 2 tanks were completely
destroyed and burned by enemy AP firing direct, in this action. 1
man was LWA, 1 SWA and 3 men were LIA in this action. The one remain-
ing tank returned to Habscheid. The next day 1 section or lst Platoon
letrt Habscheid at 0545 and marched to Hollniek arriving at 0630. 24
section lert Habscheid and arrived at Hollnick at 1200,

sgg Platoon lert Grosstlangenreld at 1200 and arrived at Habscheid
atl [

1 tank or 1lst Platoon joined 1 tank or Gompany B and supported
the intantry in capturing two pillboxes.

10 February 24 section of lst Platoon took up defensive position
on slope or hill NE of Hollnick.

COMPANY D:

-2- . 23
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1 February tae portion or the Company remaining at lrois
Vierges, Luxembourg, moved at 1130 to join the rest or tne Company
at Lieler, Luxembourg (837-709). They arrived in the new area at
1330, distance traveled gbout 6 miles.

The three line platoons were temporarily broxen down to rour
platoons. All around security was mzintained by means o1 outposts.
At various places the enemy was so close tanat they could be seen by
using glasses. Observation was very good at these points and many
times direct observation could be ngde of our artillery talling.

The maintenance tank was returned trom Ordnance where it haa
new engines installed and other repairs made. It had been gone 10T
over three weeks,

2 February around 0400, a Germen light bomber tlew over the are=
at house top level. At various times Germen artillery lanaed withia
300 to 400 yards or the area. No damage was done. A

5 February the company moved trom the area at Lieler, Luxeubour:
at 1330 and arrived at tae new area in Thomnen, Belgium (£15-814) at
1430, The distance traveled was about 12 miles. The housing racil-
ities at this area were ratiher bad and crowded conditions existed.
The melting snows converted the roads and tields into muddy messes.

6 February the cowpany minus the kitciien and maintenance sec-
tions moved rrom the area at Thommen, Belgium at 1315, ana proceedew
to the new area at Winterscheid, Germany (937-825) around 1600. The
distance traveled was about 19 miles. OUnce gcain the housing tecil-
ities were very bad, and the only portion ot puilding available was
an old blacksnith shop. “1he CF was set up in this space. %Yhe bal-
ance o1 the company had to seek shelter in barns and hay lorts.

7 February the kitchen and the maintenance section lert the ar=a
at Thommen, Belgium and rejoined the company at ¥interscheid, Ger-
many. The 1st Platoon had = mission to meke contact with the 4th
Infantry Division and get the aisposition ot the 224 Intantry Reg-
iment. The 1lst Platoon was accoupanied by a portioan or the 90th
Division Reconnaissance Troop. Contact was made at the towns or
Sellerich and Herscheid, Germany. A flat trajectory weapon rired
several rounds over the Platoon, but they were high and aid no dam=-
age. The Platoon then returneda to the Cowpany area.

) 8 February the company was called on about 1700 to send two
Platoons in the vicinity or Brandscheid, Germany to outpost all roads
S and E of the town. Four tanks of the 24 Flatoon and the lst sec-
tion or the 3d Platoon moved out gt 1730. oJue to the darkness and
muddy roads they did not get in position until about 2000. All com-
munications rrom the outposts reported no enemy action up to 2400.

9 February the two platoons continued to outpost the roads 1or
the day at Brandscheid, Germany. They were relieved and returned
to company control around &730,., +#hile moving into the company erez
at Winterscheid, a tank hit and set oft several seconds later what
was believed to be a hand grenade.

SERVICE COMPANY:

Frowm the lst to 3d ot February the coupany was located at Trois-
vierges, luxembourg. Cn the 4th or February tie compeny moved ITOi
Troisvierges to Grurlaunge, Belgium, where it remained through the
period covering the report.
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The Transportation platoom accomplished the rollowing work
during the period 1st to 10th February, inclusive:

Moved the battalion daurrel bags rrom Elsange, France, VU-9487,
to Troisvierges, VP-7570. DUrew 300 rounds or 7omm HE, 200 roundas
or 76mm HE gnd 22 rounds or 76mm APC ammunition from the dump.
12,600 gallons of gasoline was drawn trom the gasoline dump.

One (1) gasoline ana two (2) emmunition trucks were attached
to A, B, and C Companies and one (1) gasoline and one (1) ammunitim
trucks were attached to Hq and D Companies. The water truck was
attached to Headquarters Company. Transportation was turnished ror
rest camp and other necessary runs.

The Battalion Maintenance Platoon accomplished the tollowing
work auring the period trom lst February to 10th February inclusive:

Changed one (1) Ford engine.

Changed one (1) Halr-track engine.

Changed rour (4) Radial engines.

Installed one (1) Tank clutch.

Installed two (2) u-ton clutches.

Installed three (3) GMC 2i~-ton motors.

With two ten-ton wreckers and one M32 Tank Recovery vehicle
four (4) tanks and one (1) M32 were evacuated trom this unit to
553d Ordnance. Wreckers pulled a tank 1rom a creek arter the bridge
had broken while tank was maklng a crossing.

The section also retrieved a 15omm Howitzer mounted on a rour-
wheel chassis, arter the Howitzer with its prime mover, a ten-ton
truck, bhad turned over and rolled down a tirty-troot embankment. The
Howitzer was a First Army, VIII Corps artillery piece.

11-20 February 1945
HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS COMPANY-MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

10 - 12 February company remained in Division reserve at Gross-
langenreld, Germany. The latter date the company moved trom Gross-
langenteld, arrived at Heckalenteld, Germany 1100. After arriving
at Heckalenteld the platoons took up detensive positions and out-
posted town. Assault Gun Platoon was alerted to move rorward to
Division M.L.R. in case or enemy counterattack. For balance ot
period company remained in Division reserve.

17 February ten replacements were assigned tor three days
battde orientation. Orientation was conductea ror three days by
the Platoon Leaders arter which time they were transrerred to line
companies within the Battalion. During the period the Reconnaissams
Platoon reconnoitered routes or march ror the Battelion, and acted
a8 liaison between units or the 90th Intantry Division ana 712th
Tank Battalion.

COMPANY A:

On 11 February a tank hit a prepared crater-type charge,
resulting in complete loss or tank but without injury to the crew.
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it - The charge was strung across the road and rilled with iron rails, etec,
in addition to the explosives. '

12 Yebruary the company moved to Grosslangenfeld. The following
day the 2d platoon took up indirect riring positions in vicinity or
Brandscieid. Remainder or company spent the following days through
17 February on maintenance. ™"300" radios were installed in the tanks.

18 February lst, 24, and 3d platoons secured limited objectives.

' Two tanks were mired down. The lst platoon spent balance or period in
holding position. :

COMPANY B:

. 11l February the lst platoon outposted Brandscheid. 24 and 3d
platoons Habscheid. The following day the company was relieved. It

moved to Winterscheid (distance: 9 miles) where it remained through 15
Fedbruary, performing meintenance. Floaters were in bad shape.

16 February oompany was alerted to move out. Platoon Leaders made
oontact with the Battalion Commsnder. The lst platoon moved out at
1730 hours to orossroads in Habshied, where it was gassed and ten rounds
of ammunition stored on back or the tanks. The 24 platoon moved at 1800
to the crossroads for gas and ammunition, tollowed by the 3d platoon.

On 17 February 34 platoon moved out with 3d Battalion, 359th Infantry
to take Kelfeld and high ground. The tanks moved out as soon as the mines
had been cleared rrom the road. The platoon moved into town. Small arms
Tire very heavy and all Germans had bazookas. One tank was lost to
bazooka rire, one man being killed and two wounded. No enemy tanks were
met. 24 platoon moved into position with lst Battalion which was to
attack south, bypass the 3d battalion, and take the nigh ground.

18 Fedbruary the platoon leader, 1lst platoon while making a PR to
bring his tanks up to help the assault ocompany of the inrantry whickh was
pinned down by rire rfrom the pillbox, round the tanks could not be brought
- up through the woods because or the terrain. " He asked an inrantryman
.. where the OP was and the soldier pointed out a pillbox on top or the hill.
" The day was roggy and misty and as he started up to where the intrantry
OP was he made a wrong turn and went into a pillbox which he supposed to
be the OP, As he entered a German Captaln came through the door. The
German to0 was surprised, and berore he ocould recover the Lieutenant
covered him with his pistol. The German Officer ralsed his hands over
his head and the Lieutenant brought 'Kl ssisirallowed by a German Lieut-

. enant, a non oom and 15 men in all., The platoon leader called baok for
4two of his tank men to come up and disarm the PsW and then turned them
“over to the infantry and proceeded to the next pillbox. In the meantime

a Toute ror the tanks had been round. He took one prisoner over to a
- pillbox and told the Germans in it to surrender or be blown up by tank
. Zire from 20 yards. The German Officer saw the tanks coming and sur-
:gdndogod, Tellowed by seven others, all of whom had been awarded the
‘Iren Cross,

| GOMPANY C:

- 1l February 84 platoon lert Habsoheld at 2400 and arrived in
eekysdheid at 1330. On 14 February lst section of lst platoon with one
#2- 3d platoom attached continued to fire indirect. Headguarters
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lert Haboheid at 1515 16 February, and arrived in
aid 4% 1700. 24 platoen lert Heckusoheid at 2300 and marohed
X 44 arriving at 3400. 1lst Platoon with remsinder of 34 .
oIt Habschelid at 0800, 17 February and arrived in Winterscheid

o &9 {Febzuary platoou supported 24 Battalion 357th Infantry in taking
s WitTeld, leaving Winterscheid at 0900. lst platoen with two tanks
$i platoda attached lert Winterscheid at 1300 to take up defensive -
$ien 3 miles NW of Obr. Uttfeld. The following day the 24 platoon
pport of the infantry continued to advance on outskirts or Ndr. -

S

WA 7
T,

- __12 February the 1lst and 2d Platoons moved at 1700 to the new area
‘Bleherath, Germany. The next day the 3d and Headquarters Platoons
red from l{;t.zcohoid, Germany at 0930 and arrived in the new area
% Blokerath, Germany (896-818) at 1000, distance 3.6 miles. The day
"lcnt in maintenanse and cleaning up of the wvehioles.
- 16 February all the white paint was removea rfrom the vehiocles.
ing the pericd spent in this area a platoon or tanks is alerted tor
sach 24 hours to ast as part or a task rorce to counter-attack in case
oL an enemy break through. The alert 1s operated on a 20 minute notice,
gad fer any area in the Division Zone. A reconnaissance was made or the
‘oenter of the zone, the right rlank, and otker sectors to ramiliarize
ﬁthnlselvgi with the roads and general terrain. This reconnaissance was

Made by Platoon leaders and Platoon Sergeants.

i 1 bruary two platoon leaders proceeded on foot with a platoon
8T tenks from A Company and attached Infantry, and took the town of

b Wasthorn with little resistance. The Platoon was held in reserve ihe
‘Weglance of the day soreening the open right frlank or the 358th Infantry

Mogiment's gector in the viocinity or Magsthorn. They reverted to Com-

y oentrol and returned to the Company area around 1900.

- The 24 and 34 Platoons were alertea and moved out around 1300.

;!ink 34 was lert behind due to a shortage ot orews. The two platoons

Were working with units or the 90th Division Reconnaissance and attach-

‘e to the 357th Infantry Regiment operating in the vielnity 1 kilo-

meter N of Benscheid, Germany.

- 20 Fedbruary radio sets 300-A were installed in tanks 11, 14, and

the CO tank. Operating instructions were given to the bow gunners of

~those tanks, - :

‘ The 2d Platoon held the high ground NW of Benscheid ror the pur-

80 of glving fire support to the troops entering the town rrom the

st.

" The 3d Platoon advenced to the crossroads N ot Benscheid and met

stirf opposition and road blooks. Two enemy machine gun positions

were knoeked out, several Germans killed, and two prisoners taken. At

a point several hundred yards from Benscheid heavy enemy automatic fire

‘'was8 sneountered. The Infantry being unable to advance, the platoon

leader's tank pushed through them ln an attempt to knock out the auto-

matic weapons. At a point 300 yards NE of the town hls tank was disabled

by mines. He called ror his next tank to come up alongslide of him.

ol
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Doing so, this tank hit mines in the same tracks the lst tank had
taken. The driver was kllled and two of the crew suftfered broken
lege and other leg inJjurles, and were injured around the tsce. The
two tanks were road-blocked to such an extent that the remaining
tanks could not maneuver around them or bring effective fire on the
enemy guns. At this time the Infantry was subjected to artillery
fire and withdrew gbout 600-700 yards. The tankers evacuated their
wounded assisted by their two FsW, and helped in the evacuation of
the Infantry wounded. The tanks withdrew on order. Tank 34 was
taken out to replace the Platoon Leader's tank., The Flatoon as of
2400 conslisted of 3 tanks. During this period efforts were being
made to send combat patrols into the town, and for the Zangineers to
olear the mine fields. While the two tanks were left somewhat in
No-Man's land, the Infantry CO advised not further destroying the
tanks then inasmuch as he expected to push back pest them,

SERVICE COMPANY: -

12 February Company less Battslion liaintenance Flatoon moved
from Gruflange to Breitfeld, Belgium. DBattalion Maintenance Flatoon
nmoved the next day.

The following work was accomplished by the Trensportation and
Battalion Maintenance Platoons covering period of above report.

Transgortation Platoon
Orew 1800 rounds of 75 HE, 200 rounds 75 AP, and 200 rounds of

76 HE ammunition from the ammunition dump. 9700 gallons gasdbline
from gas dump.

During the period (1) gas and (2) ammunition trucks was attach-
ed to A, B, and C Companies. Headguarters Comuany and D Companies
had (1) gad and (1) smmunition trucks attached to them. The water
truck was attached to Headgquarters Company during this period.

Transportation was furnished to haul personnél of the Battalion

to the rest camp, suower points and to drew eguipment for the BSO.

Men were furnished to act as tank .commanders to drsw replace-
ment tanks., (1) gasoline truck was sent to refuel tanks enroute
from ordnance.

Battalion lgintenance Flgtoon A

Instglled two new motors in GiiC 25 ton trucks 6X6.

Adjusted braxkes and Instzlled new spark plugs on (IIC 25 ton 6x6.

lioved bed basck in norwal position on truck 25 ton &'C truck 6x6
atter it had shifted 2" forward.

Instglled new motor in hglt-track.

Installed new motor in % ton 4x4.

Instelled new clutch in ¢ ton 4x4.

Repaired homelite and murfler on 174 +/105.

Put floats on tracks of li4 /75,

Replaced clutch pull back spring, readjusted clutch and cleaned
fuel filter on k4 W/75.

Fixed transmission on 443 W/76.

Wreckers were dispatched out to companies of the Battelion and
to other polnts when called for in addition to bveing used to pull
motors on vehicles.




The artillery i echaalc, Radio Siectriclan zna ebvelic araorer

cliecked zuns and rsdio equipmnent on =211 replacement tznks tefcre
turning them over to the conmjzuies,

21-28 February

R I
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Cn 23 February one section of Reconnaissznce ilztoon wias to
carry ¢asoline to Company & tanks vicilinity sinsciieiu., The . ton
weasle was employeda on this mission zud oversteu over open terrsin
under cover of darkness.

February 26 tiarouga bslance of perioa the comnany, witii the
Battalion, was placed 1n wo:l.iF Heserve. '

COMPANY A4c

The CF on 21 Februsry was located ot srosslangenteld. TYhe 3d
platoon was only one committed, taking o limitea objective witihh the
3d Battglion 356th Infautry. The rfollowlng usy 11 tihe ~latoong
Juped, the lst at 9396861, 2d plstoon «t 9&81LoHY, and 3a vlstoon at
958668,

23 February cougjeay moved to cinscueld., Yhe lst zna 3d pletoons
noved alcng with the intantry agseinst medium to ligut orrosition.
fnemy tanks were signteu in the early lLiours o1 tie wornin,., tut oudp
tanks could not en_uge them becuuse friendly luatantry witi bgzookas
were in the line of tire. lihe latter drove tue tengs ort. Cue tuik

. was returned to the CP with bad transmission. iresent streuirstih of

company, lst and ’d platoons awnave 3 tanks eacun, 3d rlgtocn lics 4
tanks. One ligrk III tank and cne . ark IV o were uestroveu. Tiie
following dey en enemy truch was knocked out.

Uutll c=fternoon 25 February =il plstocns were in lLicldins ros-
itions. At that time they returned to the CF at ieckhizlenreld. Tie
balance of the period wzs devoted to uzmintenznce.

CONPANY i

21l February lst pletoocn attacwed wild by-rassed thie 3d platoon
and the 3d Battealion and took uigsh ground norti of wselsfeld. T1h
Infantry destroyed ten (10) piliboxes. ~ue tou ol «irect tire on
main roed trom ihelsfela to Utfeld suorliy uca to cwove ot nicont. 3d
platoon reorganizeu aud vies glven a new tonk gnd crew. 2d platoon
had not moved gs the day closed,

22 Februgry lst platooi was in reserve zt «.elleld. Zd pletoon
jumped ort gt 0330 hours to wove up; to take ni_u . rowid overlooxing
Strakshied, with 3d plstoon in support suu to establisa road blocks
in woods. 2d platoon moved up beniud tue .idinre sweerers to woods over:
looking tue town. The woods ana rozd were urder neuvy artillery tire
Tanks could not nelp tue infantry materislly becuuse if they woved
out of the woods to tire « tank or S fired direct at them. 3d
platoon to tue left of tihe secoud pletoon received time fire. Tood
could not be sent up but once to the 2£d and 3d glatoons zs artillery

B
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fire was aeavy and all venicles were stopped from using the rosd.
The Comrany Commander went up to see the platoon on foot.

23 February 3d platoon maintzined roed bloex. 2d platoon
assembled at tone CP. The asszult company of the infentry wss pinned
dowr by mazcnine gun fire from =2 nouse scross the valley about 100
yerds to the front. a4 76 fired & rounds and the house was destroyed
ezabling the infantry to advance.

24 Februery the 2d platoon nas been relieved and woved back to
Ke&feld. A radio team installed the Intantry 300 radios in the tanks.
1st platoon moved out to relieve the 3d at Strictshire and outpost
the town. 2d platoon zoved up to fi@sthorn to outpost the town and
relieve the 358th Infantry. Artillery was heavy. The company CF

was moved to a pillbox in Kegfeld.

25 February the company left Utfeld at 1300 hours enroute to
Battalion Headquerters at Hackinalenfeld. :love was accomplished with
the tr=ins and 24 platoon, Kitchen was set up ror hot cnow tor the
18t zrnd 3d platoons whnich will wove gt 1900 from the assembly. CO
has wire and telephone communication with pettelion. Lt. wagzzt end
S/8gt Dienl closed into the Battalion Ares =t 2230 wihere a guide
picxed tohem up and movea the platoon to the new guarters. Ilot food
was served. 5“ne men gnd platoon were bedaed down tor the night.

26 February company performed maintenance and 50, of the men went
for not snowers.

27 Februery company performed maintenance and changed tloaters.
It was alerted to join the 6th Cavalry Group and left at 1520 tor
Krautshied. The guide took the tenks into tiie wrong town where they
drew airect trire trom e German tank on the high ground. One wan was
killed and one man bzdly injured. The company then went to Lrautshid .
No action as period closed.

2€ February Lt. Gagat moved to Bellshied and went into position
along side ot the TD. Kitchen was set up and hot food wes served the
men. Battalion Commander up to see how the company was getting along.
No gction as the period closed.

COLTANY C:

21 February 2d platoon took up outpost duties .5 miles IE of
Ndr Uttfeld at 2100. 1st platoon arrived 1n Stalback 2000, lert Stal-
back at 2200 and arrived in Lichtenborn at 0730 on 22d.

22 February lst platoon lert Lichtenborn at 2000 arrived at Kop-
scheid at 0930 on 23d. At 2330.the rirst tank was hit and destroyed
by enemy shell tire. 1 EJ was KIA, 1 SWA and 2 LWA. 2d platoon lett
Uttfeld 0900 and reached nigh ground 1 mile 3 of Stalback at 0100 on
23d.

‘23 February 2d platoon took up detensive position 1 mile SE of
Lichtenborn at 0600. Took up outpost positions, 1 mile SE of Wax-
weiler at 1600, Left there at 1800 and went to Lauperath.

24 February at 0600 24 platoon pulled back to point 1.5 miles E
of Licht enborn.

25 February company assembled and moved to Hackhalenfeld under
Battallon control. Balance of period was devoted to maintenance and

cleaning of weapons.
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19 February the 2d and 3d platoons moved out around 1300 and
were attached to platoons from the 90th Division Reconnaissance, and
a portion of the 357th Infantry Regiment. The first mission was to
eombine forces and take Binscheid. The 2d platoon or the company
and a platoon of Reconnaissance were to attack the town rrom the
right, while the 3d platoon and a platoon or Reconnalssance were to
€0 to the lert. About 700 yards on the other side or Ndr. Uttreld,
the 24 platoon had a rire fight at a oross roads and took 4 Psw,

These prisoners pointed out 13 mines across the road that the vehicles
or the Reconnaissance Troop had just passed over, but fortunately had
not detonated them. A patrol moved within 300 yards or Binscheid on
the right rlank and noticed enemy inrsntry in roxholes on the edge or
town. Tkree PsW were taken coming across the tield. High ground was
held by the platoon until 2100 when they withdrew to the crossroads and
gutposted them. Six more PsW were taken frrom & nearby house and pill-

ox.

20 February the combination team or the 3d platoon tanks and the
y 34 platoon or the 90th Division Reconnaissance moved out rrom their
% position at 1100, While proceedaing towardas toeir mission a staggered

: mine rield was discovered across the road by the Reconnaissance Troop.
Being guided by a aismounted man rrom each vehicle, and skilltul man-
euvering, all venicles cleared the mines without loss. Contact was
\ made with the enemy at 1200, but being without intantry support the
-3 force was ordered to wait. at 1400 the intrautry joined and a small
"+ group went forwerd to view the situation. 7The plan was as rollows:
One squad of inftantry was to precede the tanks, the rest or the Platoon
was to tollow, with the balance or the inrantry bringing up the rear.
This assemblage moved to the crest of a hill; the tanks made a bold
dash down the road, stopped, and placed a heavy concentration or rire
on machine gun emplacements and dug in troops. At least three mach-

., ine gun nests were silenced, and the advance continued. The group

) moved up to the crest or another small hill and close by the road a
dug-in position was spotted containing several Germans, and displaying
a Red Cross flag. The lead tank respected the flag and passed without
firing, intending for the following infantry to take them prisoners.
The tank had just passed the position when a rifleman in the trench
took a shot at him. The bullet missed its target and the gunner in s
tank following, placed two shots in the position sna blew two men out
or the hole. Just beyond the crest heavy automatic rire was encounter-
ed that stopped the advance Or tne inrantry. A tank pushed through
the inrantry in an atteampt to silence the guns, and at a point about .
500 yards NE or Binscneid, the objective, hit g series or mines ana
was disablea. The rollowing tank, wnile attempting to pull up to tiae
Irirst tank, nit a series OI 1lnes 1n the same tracks tne Lst tank naad
passea over, anda was alsabled. The ariver was killea anda the rest or
the crew injured.

The two aisabled tanks preveated tiae remaining tanks trom maneuv-
ering around tnem or to bring errective rire on the enemy guns. At
this time thne inrantry was subjectea to artillery 1ire ana withdrew
about 6J30-700 yaras. The tanks witndarew tO tTaeir iormer positlon 10T
tae nlgnt woile errorts were belng made tO Send coibat patrols into
the town tnat nigat, ana 1or tie Ingineers to clear tne mine rields.
While tae two tanks were lert somewinat in No-Fan's land, the Intrantry
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CO advised not rurther destroylng the tanks tnen, inasmuch as ne
expected tO push back past them.

The 2d platoon held the nigh ground NW or Binscheld 10or tne
purpose 01 giving rire support to the troops entering the town rrom
the Bgst.

21 Februsry the 2d platoon plus the platoon or :leconnalgsance and
the ilnrantry continuea to hola the high ground ground sinscneid. IYlans
were made to Assault the town. 4t 1200 tne sd platoon moveu to an (I
and picked riring positions. An artillery bsrrage Opeiied up on tae
town rollowed by narrassing 1lre irom tne od plautoon wnile the 1inrantry
moveda 1into the town on the right rlank. 4 mechine gun nest was KnocKsza
out ana 1ire was brougat on several uug-in positions. On word taat tii-
town was cleared, the taree tanks or the »da platoon /moved Cross-countiry
to witaln 50 yards or town wnen bgazooOika, machlne gun, aud small arms
Iire was encounterea. four bazookas Jjust missed one tank, which Dacked
up 1iring, setting several houses on 1ire, and arove out and captured
So PswW. Platoon stayeda in position riring, contacted tne Sa sectiun
01 the 2a platoon by rsaio, =sna togetuner tney fireua on thne targets zna
moved into tvtown 1iring. COne Jerseant or the £d plutoon Jjumped out oI
nis tank TO take 2 prisoners and was rirea upon &€ times 1rom g distance
or 7% yards. all snots missea him. By tols time the two platoons ned
mgue contact and the olgtoon leader went on 100t TO g nearvy 2iil, "lCHew
up about 1lo prisconers, zna clezreu the nill, .1l tanks o1 tne 2d and
sd pletoons had now enterea —inscneid ana liad outpostea it. In tae
as:zault against tiae town eacn pglatoon took zbout 60 prisonersy and tue
sd platoon shot up 4 enemy cars. J1In the ceuter or town = seraan tand
pulled witnin a 1lU00 yards and placed about 1lb rounds in the town. It
was driven orr, but not captursa. ot 2100 tue s5a platoon rejoinea its
attached Reconnaissance flatoon, moved sround to the rosition »reviously
neld by the 2d Platoon on tine right rlank, =nd went into = holding ros-
ition ror the night. The Z2Za llftoon contlnuea To outpost ulnacneld 10T
the night. Heavy artiilery osrruges Iell in town around cusi.

The 1st platoon perrormea meintenance on its tanks and remzineu witns
the Headquarters sectlion Or the couneny at Zléaeratu, Germany. ‘‘he
Platoon was put on a suort motice alert.

The rollowing morning just arter aaybreax the sa nlatoon noticeca
smoke coming rrom two pillboxes just a short ulstqnce ave Four men
rrom tie Reconnalssance went around on the rignt wuile tne nlatoon
covered thnem rrom the rront with machnine sun rire. Zota ;11lbozes
were taken along with 7 prisoners. Ulie platoon contiinued to hold tne
high ground ror tae day.

The 2d platoon went to objective "3", wanicu wzs hign grouad, and
took it witn 1 platoon oI Reconnals»auce. Tnis hign ground wss sub-
jectea to nigh velocity shelling all uay, snd auri.; tneir stay there
a shell punctured the bozgie wneels aund auapter ©1 one tank. 'lhe
Platoon outpostea and held this grouad ror tie daye.

The 1lst platoon was alertea at 0340, and .oved rrom the coupany
area at Blcheratn, Germany at U450 snd proceededa to the 90th Uivision
Reconnalssance CP, joined rorces with tine Lst platcon Reconnaissance,
and moved to a hill S& or Binscueld., TQhis nill wae aela until relievea
by the 3o8ta Inrantry :tegiment at 1300. Tne Iligtooua plus Ttue gttachned
platoon o1 Reconnaissance iovea TO .arzteld ana set up positions ror tiie
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derense 01 the Jivision rlank sna rear.

Heaaquarters ilatoon was alertea &t Oos0 &na novea 1rom 4lcaer-
ath to (927-4ls5), where tuey set up their Cs.

At 1900 tine sd Flatoon was assi_ nea to iask force oSerps witn new
missions, namely to be tne rignt 1l-ak tasil IOrce, gnu LO canrturs the
towns on that rlank. at 2100 tihe plstoon moved t0 arzreld, contscued
the 1lst platoon tnere, snd remainea the bglance Cr the nignt.

25 February at 0000, the lst ana $d ilstoous, plus the atvacned
Reconnalssance receivea orqerb to rolli at Obuu, et wialcn time tney
went rorward and joinea 2 1u's or tne 775 T mettalion. Tuls rorce
startea ror objective "‘", wnich was iigh ground, snd TooK it tojetuer
with 2 FsW and a pillbox., at 1100 tleilbsca was assgulted DY Tiie IOTCES
and atvacnments. C(n the outsxirts or tie town they reuned out, rired
into it, and capturea it. 'fhe 10rce taen uOVeu On TO TRE :leXxt town OI
Alrurnor, and tne 1lst Platoou neld and covered tne odva.ace OI the id
Platoon while it capturea tae town and niza ground around it. sontact
was agaln meae between the two rlsatoons and coti 1orcses were Jjolaed in
the assault oua l'lascneid. The growla sround ilasscheld wasg reCconndoll .r-u
and plans mgde 1or tne assault. The sa ilatoon r~ius the G sectlon O
the lst Flatoon woula mnove in and taekKe thne .'round whlle the lst sectiou
or the lst Platoon would cover tie advance 1rom tie rear, aud the To's
cover it rrom the nigh ground. The attacik was started and tne ssszult
rorce went in riring in line rorazstion. ‘The town was canturea without
loss. During tne oper:tion, the sd Ilatoovil canturea “-1ob mm tove
guns intact, 7 gmmunition carts, 1l motorcycle, 2¢ Fs«#, ana a bgzooke
team or 8 men. The lst Flatoon took l-lobmm towed “un anda lo prisoners.
In the taking or this town, the rorce was without inrantry suprort, so
Oone man Irom egch tank dismounted and acted 2s inrzatry ia clezarin: the
houses. The TD's, being locetea on high grouna, knocked out = arik IV
tank that had direct rire on the tanks. .ibout 20 minutes arter the tzk-
ing or the town direct rire was placed on it by a battery o1l eneny art-
illery pieces. The Tu's movea into -osition aend silencea the buttery
with several well placed suots. ‘Lhe town 01 llescuelu was oulnosnted LY
the va llatoon, wnile tne lst Ilstoon outpostsd -.eilbsch for tane rni ..t.

The 2d }latoon moved to arzfeld ciud zwaited further orders. 1laus
were made to take the towns of ifmmelbaum aad amneluiasen with & platoon
of tanks, a platoon of Recounaissance and 2 Tu's. Tle town of Lunelbzun
was taken without r631stance, and ¢ prisoners cavrtured. Yhe Tu's resuin-
ed on the high ground around EZmmelbesum gnd shelled ..arieldingen while the
rest of the force moved in with suns blazing. file lewd tank came to a
curve and upon a gun that appeared to be an anti-turk gun. After firdng
on it several times the platoon wer_esat disiounted, crept up on toot on
the flank of the position while covered from the rear, and turew a nafla
grenade into it. Wwhen the smoke clearea 1t was round to be g 1Z0mm
mortar. While trying to by-pass the knocxed out zcrter wnich extended
half way across the road, the lead teax tiarew a truck. In trylne to by-
pass the disebled tank, tue next tank mired down in & drew and had to be
towed out by another tunk. A bit further up the narrow road anotier
tenk threw a track at a pisce which it was practicelly iapossible to
by-pass. The driver of tihe tank realized his tank nrevented the advagce
of the rest of the colwmn, and decided to run the tank over a gulley in
order to clear the way. By sxillful wmaneuvering, he maneged to teep the
tank upright, got the track back on, esud made the precarious descent
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without injuring himself or the tenk. The forces were then split, two
tanks moved in on a frontal attack, and the town fell to their hands.

A half track, a coupe, and 18 prisoners were taken. One section of
tanks, with attachments consisting of 1 platoon of Reconnaissance, and
four TD's, assaulted 'and took Uppershausen. The other section with

1/2 ot a platoon of Reconnsissance plus 2 Tu's cut the main road lesding
into Krautscheid, and at a cross-road sihot up a small column containing
3-105mm towed guns. In going up a hill, the leading -8 Reconnaissance
car spotted g motorcycle and fired on it. Contained on the motorcycle
were complete plans of the enemies withdrawgl across the Frum River.

It was later learned that our P-47's took good advantage of these plans
the next day. In the actual assault on the town, the section ot tanks
rade a right hook into town while the Reconngissance and TD's moved in
rfrom tae front. The town was cleared at dusk and 33 prisoners were teken.
The high ground was outposted.

One force started for neinischseitfen, and about €00 yards from
Krautscheid, some resistance was noticed gnd fire was placed on several
buildings. A white flag appeared and 12 prisoners were tsken, most of
them being first aid men. The rest of the buildinga were searched and
the force again moved on. At the edge of Heinschseifen i1t fanned out
in g line formation and fired on the town. It was now dark and the vis-
ibility was very poor. 4 house was set on fire and the visibility was
improved. The town was searched and three prisoners were taken. The
TD's pulled into town and covered the advance of the rest of the force
in their assault on Berkath 1500 yards away. Another building was set
on fire in this town to improve visibllity, and the town was taken with-
out any trouble. Defenses were being set up tor the night when a German
halr-track towing a 155mm gun pulled into town. It was fired at with a
tommie gun and the crew abandoned the vehicle. The gun and halt-track
were captured intact and later used as a road block. 5 prisoners were
also taken.

. The company moved the CF to Neursth so communications could be

' maintained with the line platoons. During the operations of these
platoons they had run very low in fuel, ammunition, water and rationms.
The Maintenance Liaison Ufticer took out these replenishments under very
adverse conditions. All vehicles of all platoons were contacted by him
and retueldd.

24 February at 1100 the lst Flatoon pulled out with a Reconnaissance
Platoon and a platoon of Ti's and outposted roads while the 358th Inf-
antry Reglment took Philippsweiler.

The 24 Platoon continued to outpost their towns.

The 3d Platoon received orders to move to Ammeldingen to awalt

» turther orders., At 1700 it was relieved trom Task Force Spses and
reverted to company control. It joined the company at Krautscheld at

1800,
In the totael operations trom 19th to the 24 February, the 3d

Platoon had taken:

PW's 132 Ammunition carts 7
i Pill boxes 3 Motorcycles 1
L Cars 3 M/G nests 7
. ' 155mm towed guns 2 W
F 18-
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: 25 February the 1st platoon continued to outpost the positions
. around the roads. During the day enemy tanks were reported moving

- in their vicinity. Artillery rire was laid in on them. The Platoon
was relieved at 2000 by the 8th Cavalry Regiment, and reverted to
oompany control at Krautscheid.

During the total operations of this period the 1lst Platoon
acoounted for:

PgW 65
P11l Box 1l
155mm guns 2
Ammunition carts 9
Trucks 2

The 24 Platoon continued to outpost its towns.rbAt daybreak,
/while on guard st Upperhausen, one or the Sergeants  served a rriend-
ly task roroe assembiing on the high ground and getting organized to
.pull out. As 1t came down the narrow road leading into town, he
became suspicious end started walking towards it in an attempt to
w determine its actions. He found it to be a rorce or the 26th Cav-
2! alry Regiment, witk a mission to take the towns or Upperhausen and
-7 Berkath by storm. The task force consisted of one company or light
R tanks, one company ot }¥-24 TD's, several 75mm assault guns, and 2
platoons or Reconnaissance. If it had not been ror the timely action
or the Sergeant 1n contacting them, our entire rorce might have been
acclidently wiped out. The platoon was relieved and returned to the
company around 1200, During the period or operation they reported
taking the tollowing:

PsW 1llo
75mm AT Gun 1
155mam towed Gun 1
120mm mortar 1
Haltr-tracks 2
Coupe 1
wotorcycle L

buring most or tne oOperatiocns the flatoons were operating wita-
out iarantry support, and whenever necescsary, omne man Irom each tank
dismcunted and acted as such.

26 February at 0930 tae company moved back to Heckhalenteld,
Germsny in SHAREF Reserve, and arrived tunere gt 1145. Ligintenance
was perrormed on all veaicles during balance or period.

SERVICE COMPANY:

From 21-28th February the company was located at bSreltreld,
Germany. .
The Battalion ilaintenance Platoon: Installiea new motor in % ton
4x4 and completely overiiauled it ror Service Commany. Replaceda
head gasket on (@IC 2; ton 5xv ror Service Company. Replacea hesd
gasket on GMC 23 ton 6x6 ror Service Company. Replaced clutch
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assembly ana overiaauled engine on -4 I"edium Tank ror & Coupany.
Installea new uotor in . ton 4x4 ana made other needed repalrs
ror B Co. Replaced steel tracks with ruboer tracks on M4 iledium
Tank anda put 1loats on ror B Company. Instsllea new actor in . ton
4x4 and made other necessary repalrs ror ..eadquarters Conraiy.

Installea new engine in Recovery vealcle 1or oervice Co.ijany.
Both wreckers were alspatched out to tie companies auring tiis neriod
to pull eugines, etc.,, woere wors wsS belng done 2t tiae comgpziiies.
One (1) wrecker was usea to null a . C 2; ton 6x6 auza . ton 4x4 bucs
to ordunance.
The Transportation Flestoon: Ead one (1) gasoiilne aaa two (2) ani-
unition trucks atiached to &, B and C Compenies; one (1) gesoline and
one ammunition truck attacaned to ..eaaguarters and O Coupenies. Tue
waler Truck was attdched TO ileaaquarters voc:.isany.

Transportgation wus rurnishied by the plstoon in order to trans-
port personnel to the rest camp and other routiune runs.

Yourteen tanousand (14,000§ galons 01 gesollne were drawll Irom
the gasoline dump auring tihis period.
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712th Tank Battalion
March 1946
1=10March 1946

HEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS cqum ‘v MEDICAL DETACHMENT:

During lst and 2nd Mdrch, Cempany less ome seetion Reconnaissance Platoon,
remained in Heckhalenfeld, §emmany in Division Reserve stressing maintenance.
One seotion Reconnaissansce Platoon was still attached to 6th Cavalry Group for
liaison between their Headquarters and our "B" Cempany.

On 3 Marsh at 1300, Canpany less Reconnaissance, Assault Gun, nndlorttr
Platoons left Hoekhalon.feld; arrived at Leidenbern (L9172) at 1415. Assault
Gun, Reconnaissance, and Mortar Platoons attached to Task Force Kedrovsky, move
"ed with Task Force to Euscheid (L975714), arriving at 1400. Continued to march
to assembly area at Heisdorf (L066715), arriving at 2340. One section of Recem-
naissance Platoon was relieved fram attaehment to 6th Cavalry Group and joined
Task Force at Euscheid at 2000.

On 4 March at 0630, Asssult Gun Platoon attacked with southera am of Task
Force, Sub-Task Force Dyes. The platoon was used as self-propelled and supporting
artillery. At 1900, the attack ended and the platoon moved back to Neustrass-
burg, buttoned up and remained their for the nighte At 1300, Receansissanse amd
Morter Platoons moved with Tesk Force Headquarters fran Heisdorf to Sohomeocken,
arriving at 1305. At 1200, Canpany less Assault Gun and Mortar Platoon moved
.fran Leidenborn, joined renalnder of Canpany and Task Foroe Headquarters at Bcho-
necken at 1530.

On 5March at 0700, Assault Gun Platoon jumped off fram Noustrulburg, at-
tacked with Sub-Task Force Dyes along road north fram Neustrassburg to Burback,
East to Road Junetion 121, South to Road Junction approximately northeast of
Neustrassburg. Scattered enemy resistance was met along route of attack. At
1200, Canpany less Assault Gun Platoon moved fran Sochonecken with Task Force

eadquarterc to assembly area &t Wallersheim (M1478), arriving at 1510. At

1100 Assault Gun Platoon was relieved fram Sub-Task Force Dyes and rejoined Task
Force Headquarters at Wallersheim at 1630. At 1800, Mortar Platoon Leader re-
connoitered positions in viecinity of Hinterhausen 0(195798). Platoon was a-
lerted to move into these positions the following day.

On 6March, Reconnaissance, Assault Gun and M ortar Platoons marched with
Task Force Headquarters to Hinterhausen (M195798), arriving at 0830. At 1430,
the platoons marched with Task Force Headquarters to Lissingen (218803), ar~
riving at 1500. During the afternoon enemy artillery lended in and near the
town, At 1800, Campany less three platoons, left Wallersheim, joimed remainder
of Canpany and Task Force Headquarters at Lissingen at 1930.

Remained in Lissingen the 7th through 9thMarch, while 11th Amored Divi-
sion passed through our zone. Moved to Dreis on 10 March.

Medical Detachment moved with cunpany during the perlod and sent out lit-
.ter vehicles as needed.

H
CQIPANY "A":

Remained at Heockhalenfeld, Gemany until 3rd March and them meved to Leid-
enborn., Moved sgain the next day to Pronsfeld and the day follewimg to Weitle-
dor®. During this period maintenance was performed, as Campany wes in reserve.
On 6March, tank platoons moved out to their respective Inftntzy Buttl.lianl.




All platoons crossed Kyll River 7 March with 2nd and 3rd Platoons going
to Pelm and the 1lst Platoon staying with Canpeny CP at Gerolstein,

The last three deys of period were spent mopping up behind the 1llth Ar=-
mored Division. At end of period the 1st Platoon was at Arft, 2nd Platoon at
Volkeswald, and 3rd Pletoon at Wafern,

COL PANY "B"s

1March (Krautshied): Campany still attached to 6th Cavalry Group. 8/Sgt
Diehl attacking Hargarten with T/F Larsen. No resistance in that villege. Se=

. cond plestoon still at Bellshied in mobile reserve. Campany CP set up in Kraut-
~ 8hied, Kitchen feeding hot chow twice daily. Reconnaissance platoon and Capt.
Dixon liaison between €th Cavalry Group Headquarters and Campany CP.

2March (Hargarten)s Campany moved into Hargarten and esbablished CP. En-
tire campany joined CP in Hargarten. S/Sgt Diehls work with the Cavalry Group
was praised highly. Platoons closed into bivouac and gassed up. Hot chow and
ice croam was served to the men, Capt. Simms ceme up to let the CO know that we
were back under Battalion control. Company needs maintenance badly. CO set up-
an outpost with the field artillery for support. No action by Germans during
night, '

¢ 3lMarch (Hargarten): Campsny has becn alcrted to move. since 0600 hours but

no orders recieved as yete, Ammunition resupplied the platoons. No action as
period closed.

4Karch (Waxweiler): Campeny assembled at Waxweiler, Gemany. Campany Cam-
mander returned fram Paris, France. Billets all established in town. Pletoons
gassed up and alerted to move out in half hour notice. Canpany Camander and
platoon leaders to meeting at Regimental Headquarters at 2000. Major Caffrey
and Battalion Commander came +to the CP. Platoon alerted to move out at 0300,
5March, Company.bedded down for the night, Guard set up and platoon leaders
and sergeants issued maps.

5March (Wettledorf): Compeny alerted to move out at 0300. Platoon Lead-
ers moved out at 0300. First platoon moved out first followed by the seeond
platoon, First platoon took a gas truck with them to gas up all platoans, Gimes
pany Camender moved out at 0600 with 105. Campany left Waxweiler at 1300 for
new area at Wettledorf. Battalion Headquarters moved to Wettledorf. Cem
Commander and 1lst Sergeant up to see Lt. Cagat and S/Sgt Diehl. Neither pla=-
toon has been cammitted as yet. Battalion Commander stopped by to see the Cam=
pany Cameander. S/Sgt Diehl moved up to join Battalion Cammander. No setiem
as period closed. "

6March (Wettledorf): Campany still attached in support of the Infantry,

. No tank action a8 yet, only small amms and mortar fire. Eneny still retreating.
Lt. Gagat crossed the river by fording and continued the attack with the infene
try. Lt Vinks platoon at the Kyll River outpost. Third platoem in mebile re-
serve., Campany CP alerted to move out to Berresbam for €loser centaot with 4he |
platoon. Campany Caumander and 105 at Berresbam. No action as '
ver fram 357 Infantry at Berresbam.

7 M arch (Berresbam): Company CP moved into Berresbam. <

ApMemoth, Campany alerted to follow. Hot chow still golng ewh Ml
The plateons and infantry have been relieved of the attack Uy ‘She

Divisiem. The 90th Division to follow up as a mopping up fores bl

7t

Amored Division. No action. The platoons still sttached to third we *t. e,
support infentry sgainst any strong pooket of Germans bypassed by mn“h“ =
Division. . s . )

AN iapfﬁgge&g?lg&hcgpl H“%i“"*"’" moved to Memoth, Left’

stange travelled - 10 miless-
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established for canpany by Caspany Cammander. Lt. Hainey paid the campany off.
No action by platoons as period olosed.

9 March (Boxhorn): Canpany still attached to the 90th Infantry Division.
Platoons still attached to the 359 Infantry Regiment. Platoons carrying Infan=-
try on the back of tanks. Campany Cammander at Boxhorn. Campany Headquarters
at Salmonges. First Sergeant went to the village and took 25 Gemman Prisoners.
The Burgameister said the first sergeant was the first American he had ever
seen. Kitchen set up and hot chow served. The Canpany Cammander and First Ser=
geant with the bulldozer moved a tiger tank off the road which was left by the
Germans as a road block. No action by temks. Still in support of the 1lth Ar-
mored Division. S '

10 Merch (Wieler); Left Boxhorn at 0S00 enroute to Wieler, Arrived at
Wieler at 1200, Distance travelled -~ 10 miles. Platoons still carrying infan-
try on tanks and still in support of the 1lth Amored Division as a mopping up
unit, Hot chow sent out to the platoons. No action et all by infantry or tanks,
merely a road march.

COLPANY "C":

Remained in Heckhalenfeld until 021330 end joined the 357 Infantry at matz-
erath at 1630, The three Tank Platoons moved %o Qberhersdorf 4March.

On S5 Msarch Headquarters Platoon left M atzerath at 1300 end arrived in Qber=-
hersdorf at 1500, marching 10 miles. Third Platoon attached to Task Force Ked-
rovsky.

On 6March, 1st section of lst Flatoon sttached to 1lst Battalion 357 Infean-
try. PForded the Kyll River at 0600 meeting lignt opposition. 2nd secti®n of
1st Platoon joined 1st section at 1600. 2nd Platoon attached to 2nd Battaliom
357 Infantry. Forded Kyll River at 0600, meeting no oposition. 3rd Pletoon at-
tached to 3rd Battalion 357 Infantry. Forded Kyll River at 1330. 3rd Flatoon
assisted 3rd Battalion in the capture of Bischeid, Germany. Headquarters Pla-
toon moved to Birresborn, arriving at 1700. ,

On 7March, 2nd Platoon returned to Birresborn., 1st Plstocn merched to
Minerahbrunnen, arriving there st 1500. )

No change on 8 ¥ arch.

On 9Mearch, three platoons moved out at 0830 with their respective Bat-
talions of the 357 Infantry on march toiiayen, Germenyj in support of the 1lth
Armored Division. Arrived iniiayen at 1740. fHeesdquarters Platoon merched with
S0th Division Trains, Enroute, 2nd Platoon took 4 prisoners and 3rd Platoon
captured 1 officer and 64 enlisted men.

—— -On 1lO-Mearch, entire canpany &t Nayen.

COIPANY "D";

On 1March, the day was spent in perfoming maintenance on all vehicles.
The Canpeny rema&ined in Heckhalenfeld, Germany.

On 2 Meroh, Pfc Watkins transferred fram Service Campeny to the Canpeny.
No other changes. No change on 3 iiarch,

On 4March, the Canpany was alerted and moved fran Heckhalenfeld around
1300, through Waxweiler., It was reining, the roads were narrow and muddy , end
travelling was slow. By 2400, the Canpany was still on the read.

On SMarch at 0045, the Canpany was helted in the vieinity of Heisdorf,
and spent the balance of the night awaiting orders for a further movement.

The 2nd and 3rd Platoons were attached to Task Force Kelley at 0130, An

early move of the Task Force was planned, but a delay of the Infant
were to Iride the tanks, delayed tﬁe mwaﬁent to 0630}.7 T, who
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The 2nd Platoon moved to Seiwerath where they contactdd the Task Force,
The Force moved in the woods around Seiwerath, flushed out 25 prisoners, and
fired on several dug-in positions. They cane across & roed olock still being
erected by Germen soldiers. Lt. O'Brien fired on them with nis turret-mounted
.50 caliber naching gun and caspletely dispersed them. An assault gun and a
T.D. gun fired on the road block and cleared it.. The force moved into Neu-
strassburg end was met by small arms fire. The tenks moved in firing and a
flat trajectory weapon, believed to be a tank, fired on them. A cambination
of fire fram the tanks end the T.D.8 chased the enemy weapon out., The force
was then subjected to sn artillery and nortar barrege. The direction of firing
was noticed and our own srtillery was directed on the estimated positicns, re=
sulting in the silencing of the cnemy puns. The town was then taken along with
15 prisoners., On the other side of town enother road block was encountered
which was 200 yards long, eand consisted of fallen trees with unused snells dis=-
persed between than, It was impossible to bresk through the block at that time
or pass by it, so they returned to Neustrassburg and outposted it. At 2000
they were called to secure crossroads in nearby woods so the Infantry could
move through,

The 3rd Platoon moved to the vicinity of Niederhersdorf at 0630 and en=-
countered direct fire fram a mobile gun firing fram the ridge. The rforce had
to keep moving in order to keep fraom being hit. The 3rd Platoon supported the
attached Reconnaissance in the =ssault of Niederhersdorf, and it wes captured
along with 19 prisoners. About 4 miles on the other side of town they encount-
ered a road block with a 150 mm, gun in the middle of the block. The T.D.s
fired into it and destroyed the gun and wrecked the block. The tanks bypassed
the road block and ran into machine gun fire. Upon firing in the directiom or
the enemy fire, 2 Germans came out of the woods end geve up, In rounaing the
curve in the woods, they discovered an S.P., gun in position. The T.D.s fired
2 shots at the position and got 3 shots in return. They made attempts to out-
flank the gun and destroy it, but every attempt failed because of the bud terrain
and coverage by the enemy gun. They detoured around by Seiwarath and wesre &-
gain held up by < Mark V tanks concealed in the woods. The Group could not
get in a suitable condition to fire on the enemy tanks, so they ramained in
the woods for the night and had artillery barrages leid on the eneny tanks dure
in the night. By morning they had withdrawn,

The balance of the Campany moved with Battalion to Schonecken and set up
a C.P. there,

On 6March, the 2nd Platoon returned +to Seiwerath at 0100 after the In-
fentry had cleared the oross-reads they were securing. At 0700, the En.ineers
11 had not cleared the 200 yard roadblook that held them up, so the Force

secured the cross-roads on the high ground in Forst Gerolstein, and held that
until the Infantry passed. It was impossible for further advanoes for the tanks
beceuse of the road blocks end impassible banb craters in the road. They were
relieved of their mission around 1100, and rejoined the Canpany convoy at Wal-
lersheim where they got replenisiments in fuel and amunition,

The 3rd Platoon portion of Task Foroe Kelley moved out towards the objec-
$ive Murlenbach, At the crossroads that had been covered by the 2 Mark V tanks
the night before, was a very large orater blown in the road by the enemy in an
attempt to forestall the advance of the Group. It was so placed that all the
roads constituting the crosw-roads were just about cut off by the crater, but

- there was a rim just big emnough 8o our vehioles could et around the crater and

- oontinue on the designated route. The Group continued on the road until ther

. sncountered a double road block that was impassible. Due to existing conditions
he Poroe was relieved of their mission to take Murlenbach, and returned to

; . . received a new mission to clear the way to the Kyll
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Rivar Zor the advence of the 1lth Armored Division. The Fletoon jeinec the Can-
peny at Fallersheim to refuel snd renew their sumunition pbelore fulfilling
tn2ir assigrment. Ine new Tasx Force, consisting, o1 a portion of Reconnaissance
Troop fran the 773 T.D. Eattalion, ¢nd the 3rd Fletoon woved into 3udescheim
and to the hills in the vicinity of LHinterhausen. Here they relicveu the 1llth
Arnored Division Reconnaissance, The Task Force took the town of Hinterhausen
snd two 150 mm, guns intact. The Task rforce moved into Lissingen to reinlorce
the Infantry who had jone into the town by mistake and held cbout 1/3 of it.
The Tesk Force took the balance of the town amreund 24CO.

The Canpany moved fram the arce at Schonecken at 1200 into an assembly
area st Piersdorf, and re;l=sanished the suppliss of .es end emunition in the

2nd Plutoon. The caubined forces went on to “ellersheim and jolned the 3rd Fletoon

at 1630. They were also supplied with fuel and amumunition before they moved
on to taeir new miss ion. The Canpany C. P. wrs set up at yallersheinm.

On 7:.arch, the 3rd rlatoon made a reconnaissance of the Kyll River cross-
ings at Lissingen snd found all bridges to be blown. They returned to Lissin-
gen snd relieved the holding Infantry. This left 37 iren to hold the town.
Twenty-five rrisoners were picked up during this time. They hela the town until
1030 when the 359 Infentry Regiment moved in and relieved them, while Recon-
naissence =nd the 3rd Platcon took Gerolstein., Thne tanks held and geve fire
support, one sletoon of Reconnsisseznce dismounted and clesned up the town while
sunported fran the otrer platoon of Reconnaissance. After the town nad fallen,
The Grour reassenbled and returned to Lissingen while the 11th Armored Division
rolled by. The Caapeny moved to Lissingen et 1800 end rejoined the 3rd Pletoon.

Cn 8’ arch the Canpeny ramrin:.d in Lissin.en on a short notice alert while
the 1lth Armored Division rolled bty.

On 9% arch the lst Platoon wes alertea and moved out fran the Canjpany arcza
at 0700. Thneir mission was to set up road securities at Jammelsnofen and Her-
resbach, The Canpany left Lissingen «t 0700 and moved to Dreis. The kitchen
truck ~nd crew were left oehind to join the Battalion trains which came later.

(n 10 i arch, the 1st Flatoon contanued on its wmission to taxe Sowns sand
clean u: isolated groups of cnany and enesy equipnent by-passed and left ve-
hind oy the 1lth Ammored Division &s they pusned by. They were assi ned a
sector leading up to the Moselle griver.

The 2nd Pletoon wes tlerted,and moved out at 0500. They joined the L.

& R. Platoon of the 9O0th [nfantry Division at Kelberyg, and woved on through
Wanderath, where they tock 10 prisoners. At Engeln asnotuner prisoner was taken.
The town of Sietenbsch was vaken ana ©8 prisoners captured, along with 5 trucks,
1l half-track, and 1 nedical trailer. Fran Virneburg, the Force proseeded to
Ober velschenbach where a stretch of b:d trail wes met. A tank slipped on the
slipper; &nd sloping surface, threw a track, and mired down. All efforts to
recover the tank were in vain, and at present it must be considered as battle
lost, The Platoon rejoined the Campany at Herresbach,

The 3rd Flatoon was alerted and moved ogt at 0645 fran Dreis to Boxscheid,
where. they contacted Col. Bell of the 3LS Infantry Re iment for further orders,
The I'lstoon was split in three sections, each section working with a Campany of
Infantry with mopping up as the chief mission. The 1lst group, under cammand of
Lt. Albee moved at 0830 to Hunnerbach, took Reimrerath and 1 truck, assaulted
Weloherath an@ took it alon, with 20 prisoners, 2 staff cars, 1 truck, and 1 .
motorchicle. They assisted in taking the town of Kirshach, and took Drees with
16 prisoners, 5 :Qmm, ack-ack guns, 2 sta:f dars, 1 motorcycle, 1 coupe, and 1

-
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half-track., They returned to Welcherath, cleaned out the surrounding woods,
and took the amall town of Krebslacherhef along with 4 prisoners. They return-
ed to .elcherath, moved on a different route through the woods and relessed
after the reconneaissance was canbleted. They joined the Campany at 1530.

The other two sections operated in the same manner, taking a few towns
and gathering up the weapons held by the civilians in the towns. One 150 mm.
gun was captured intact and 18 P. iV.s.

The Headquarters section moved fram the srea at Dreis to Herresbach with
Battalion. During the day, wnile Captain Wagnon was in the vicinity of the
1st Platoon et Jammelshofen, a Geman soldier walked u; and gave up to him.
Later in the day, while T/4 Freecberg, T/S it11ls end Horn were out to refuel
and perform maintenance for the 2nd Platoon, they followed the wrong directions
and passed through towns that had apperently not been captured as yet. During

their trip they captured 3 prisoners.

SERVICE COi PANY:

Fran 1 March to 4iierch, Canpany was bivouaced at Breitfeld, 3elgpiun. On
5uarch, Canpany moved fran 3Sreitfeld to 3cnonecken, Germeny and moved on 9 karch
(less Battalion i.aintenance Platoon) to Lissinger, Germany. On 10uarch, Canpany
(1ess Rattalioni.ainteneance Platoon) imoved to Dreis, Germany.

Transpor:ation Platoon - Due to the shortage in transportation in the Platoon
three (%) trucks were borrowed fram the 90th Division quartermaster to transport
emmunition and _asoline fran the dw.ps to the campeny. During the wmoves, the
Platoon shuttled emmunition and gas aaily to the Battalion C.P. to have aveilable
for use. 200 Rounds of 185 E.E., 200 Rounds of 81 mm i ortar, 200 Rounds of 37 mm
H.E. =and 28200 Gallons of gasoline were drawn frum the dunps. One extra smmuni-
tion truck was attached to Bettalion Heacgqu-rters and one extres . asoline truck
was attacned to "B"™ & "C" Coupanies in adaition to regular attgeched trucks. All
other canpanies had the usual trucks attacned.

The Battelion M aintenance Platoon accanplished the {foilowing work nuring
the periodg

For A Campany - Instelled new engine ini 4 tank; Checked campletely, fuel=-
ed nnd stowed 7&&i M 4A3 tenk vbefore turning it over to camnpany; Checked replace-
ment 4 ton 4x4 before turning it over to the campany; turned tank into 562 Crdnance
for repalr;

For B Campeny =~ Replaced transmission and trensfer case on aalf-track;
Replaced 6 bogie wheels, 4 sgrockets, adjusted clutch and chenged trecks on tank;
installed new engine in ik 4 tenk; checked campletesly 7641 i 4A3 tenk snd 1ueled and
stowed it hefore turning it over to the campeny.

For C Canpany - Installed two new engines in ¥ 4 tanks; checked replacement
3ton vefore turning it over to the canpany; cihecked 7431 1 443 completely, fueled
Dnd stowed cefore turning it over to the canpany.

Por Hq Campany - .4reckers retreived en 525 and one ton traller.

For Sv Canpeny - Installed newlnestar cylindsr in 2% ton 6x6 truck; 6000
mile checked and mede minor repairs on 2% ton truck; installed new gears and parts
in toon box of wrecker.
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Prom 10 - 12 [-reh, Joupany rameinzd in btivouac aree st Herresbtach, Germany,
sn 11 -~rch, onz s:=ch_on of Roconnalsssnce la+oon cpptured 11 pr 'soners at Jam-~
m-lshofen =na 8 prisoncrs and 1 oificer at Zngelen.,

Jomvany wes .i.cn mission sf clearing woodzd area O miles N.E. of Harres-
bach of -me o shrogglers or suall enea,; isolated grougs. At 0800, an 8 man pat-
rol rit-red woocs, rebturning cack to Company C.F., 1100 rejorting area clear of
enémy nersontil.

'n 1% erch, Coapcny left Herresboch at 0535, erriving at Waunheim et 1300,
snd re-ninin; 2%t Jaunhzim un%il 17 Iarch.

‘n 18 ¢ren, the issauld Gun Flatoon was attached to Task Force Spiess. At
9800, “hs “l-toon movad with Sub Tesk Fforee Wagnon , crossing theioselle River
£t 2820, Arrivad n assamdly area s% Zhr ot 1100, At 1800, the Platoon jumped
0°f, sthasking with 2lements of Task r'orce Tagnon. rlrstoon acvanced through
or+h Yo wn;carsth, Thase towns werc taken ageinst light enemy resistancs, cap-
turine 1€ - risonsrs,  Lbtack onda2d at 2200 and :latoon went into defsnsive posi-
tion =t Hfingﬁ:roth.

v 17 -~rch, Janp°n. ai
ing % idr. Con'*rshiusan Gt %

Y ?C::, e Asssult Gun Llrte =ttt cked with Sub Task ‘orce 7agnon slong
ro~d rurn’r. .eost o c¢%. {oAr on RH*'n River, ..t 1100, the “latoon assisted in
centurin 3_ “onr, Thr towm was Seken opoins® light res’stance. 16 prisoners

rare cqgi)r»d. “fiar Lown vies hekenu, She plrotioon Sook up delersive positions
end s ordired to d~fand sud hola tThz “own s 2inst possibvle =nemy countsr -
attecl, Wt 1100, he wlovoon ~ullsd out of da=fsnsive positlons at 3t. Goar and
ratyme’ o .2 uon -g at .hr, 2T 2000, .he llstoon moved South to Leibshausen
with Task cro: «ayn-n, arriving at 2400, _latocn stayed is Leihshausen for the
reraind-r of the ni ht.

mo18 ,nrch, Compsny less Asssul Gun :latoon leit Mdr, Gondsrshausen st
1000, srriving atilarsch sch » 1200.

14 D€N0, t-e Assault Gun flatoon noved with Sub Task Force .Jagnon thru Rheim-
bailsn contectin, sneny one uile Sast of woods., rlatoon assisted in capturing 8
grisoners., At 1200, th2 flctoon continued to advance through @ 2nubsch to Ober
Deibech., h~s: towns w:re taken ags'nst light enemy resistance. At 1700, the
Tlatoon advenced ron Ober Driboen 7 aroxLa"taly 5,000 yards .o Lorch., After cap~-
Torch, tas “lstoon went into Gefensive pos.tions -nd remeinzd there until
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i saul- Jun Jletoon left - sunheim at 0930, srriv-
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1100 “h~ following day.
“n 1% -rch, Co.pany less Assault Gun Platoon left’iorschbach at 1415, ar-
riving ~* och¥w sepenhiusen st 1230, Lt 1100, the Assault sun Flatoon pulled out
of defensive wositions st Lorch, returned t0 Tesk Force ‘/agnon Hq st Leibhausen.
At 1700, ~e T1latoon mov2d South with sub Task rorce .jagnon, crossed the Nahe

H

River =4 1900; errivad. in sss-ubl; area &t 5t. Johann at 2200, Platoon stayed
“here for the rencinder ol the nijht,

Live

‘m 20 “arczh, Cani»ny, less Assault Gun Plstoon left achweppenhausen at 1430;

arrivad st 9’\)‘15'1"".“1 at 15495,

*t 0600, tie Assault Gun “lntoon attacked with Bub Task Force ‘iagnon. They
advenced throu“h olfsheim, vart-nheim, and Ober Saulheim. No enemy resistance
was ~ncoun*ared when capturing thess towns. At 1100 the Flatoon continued to ad-
vance Fo She outsiirts of Ndr £lm., At 1200, the Platcon went into firing positions
300 vards South o. Hdr. Alm. rfron these positions, the Platoon could cover roads
running Yorth ‘roa Ndr, ala with direct fire, After getting into these positions
thke ~1ateson f.red .irect firs orn enens gun positions located within the town. At
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1400, the lst ond 2rnd sections destroyed two enemy half-tracks and one truck on
ro*d +tnst ran Lorth fram Ndr. Alm, At 1600, the Platoon pulled back with Task
Forse o .3r, Sa2ulhe'm. At 1700, +h= Flatoon received orders to attack and
emoture Eehah=e.m, At 1705, the Flatoon attacked and advanced with other elements
0 the Task Forcs %o 3slzen, Approximetely 800 yards tast of Hahnheim, At Sel-
zen, “he Tesk orce recrived information that the town of Hahnheim was heavily
d=~le~ded by the sneny. After this inlormation was obtained, the Platoon was or-
d-red into de=fensive positions in Selzen., These positions were 3o located that
211 roeds snu likely avenues of escape leading fran Hahnheim were covered by ma-

‘ohins gun =;o 105 mm. Jire, At 2400, the Flatoon fram these positions repulsed

an sneny counter-atteck consisting of approximately 100 men supported by bazookas,

28 von 2nd 20 mm snti-aircraft fire, It was estimated that the enemy had approx-

imst=ly Cmen killed and several wounded before the counter-attack was stopped.
ad cel webtochisnt travsled with Headquarters throughout entire period and

set up an aid stetion in each area., One half-track smbulance was sent to sup-

sort """ Company 1l i arch ana returned 19 Warch, Another half-track smbulance
was sent to support "D" Canpeny and the Aasault Gun Flatoon, which were a part
of T~sk Force 3piess 15 .arch.

Ny T r]\',’ ",'H.
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n 11-12 .erch, Canpeny Headquarters in Langenfeld with Platoons in near-
B, horms vrith Shelr inf 3ns,

‘n 12 “ ~rch, Canpan, ierdcusrters movsed to Xehrig, All platoons made the
<eyah with bhelr respective Zns. CF and H{ plet followed 2d Bn 358th Inf. 1lst
~+ Gering-2¢ ot Kollig-3d st ‘ining. Freparing for a crossing of the osell R,

‘niires company ¢t “auheim. Il2toong left in the evening to cross the river
on rontoon ridge, 14 larch. . )

~n 15 rrch, &l1 lrtoons over the river, Grs, a'mo trucks and 105 tank
aross~d *he river -t approxim=tely 1000,

‘n 16 " ~rch, pletoons pushing out with their Inf Bns. Report is they have-
H't ©irad = round ~° yedh,

on 17 “erenh, CF & HY mlat crossed the river and trevelled 38 miles to ¥Morsch-
agh, 1st 18t =t Rheinbollen, 2d mov ng up with it's Inf Bn., 3d Plat st Dax-
w~iler, 18t & 34 pl~%oons serviced,

on 1% arch, 1st ~latom in reserv. with 2d Zn 358th., 2d & 3d plstoons on
lire in hulding position with taeir 2Zns, 1st at Rheinbollen-2d at Laubenheim-3d
-+ ?in -rbkruck. ‘n2 %2nk 2d rlatoon with broken sprocket, repaired by Co. Maint
and r=joined rlstoon. ) .

1st & 2¢ platocns ncross the isne R, with their elements of the 358th Inf.
g ~lataon b deddsshela. £11 platoons pushed with the Inf in developing and
ex loiting the bridgens:a. 2d slctoon did a little AA firing at a few eneny
rl-n=s, Ca1pan’ nendiaurrters soved to waldhilbushein, 19 .iarch.

Cn 20 :arch, Canpany iizadquerters moved to rertenheim. All platoons pushed
writh “heir Inf 2Zns to new ocjsctives., 2d platoon ran into sane SS men and head a
herd "ight. Lt Schansidsr killed Uy -enemy snipzr while in his tank turret. 34
“l1atoon -t road intsrsegtion recesiving arty and mortar fire. 1lst Platoon st an
sirport wn.ch wss cn Jire., 1st and onz/half of 3d platoons serviced, but had to
1~~ve -vith the truclks due to direct enemy fire, 7ill service 2d snd remsinder of
23 in s-rl worning., 1lst .1~t =% 295025. 24 platoon et Nieder Ingelheim. 3d
pl-toon ~% 12-4428., rfc regg nit enemy plane with 80 cal AA fire. Two bright
orange lsshsd w-re odservec on plsne, Arty men say plene crashed behind hill.
~/a ~tCorror hit eneny plene with 50 cal. {ram recovery vehicle. Also a close
n.* or burst fran AA on same plane. Heavy smoke trailed fram plane after T/4
n'Connor hit ssme, Could not detsrmine whether plane creshed or not, 1st Platoon
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definitely claimas plane that Pfo Pegg shot down.
COIPANY "B";

11 March (Wieler): Campany assembled at Wisler for maintenance and oil
change, Platoons released fraam their respestive Battalions at 1330 hours.
Billets set up for men., 105 remained at Regiment., Campany Commander over to
see platoon leaders. O0il changed and bogie wheels greased. Clean olothing
issued to men, Hot food served and Campany Comnander held a meeting of all
platoon leaders and sergeants at 1500 hours. No tank action as period closed.

12 March (Wieler); FPlatoons left to join their respective Battalions at
0930, Campany Cammander and Firat Sergeant up to Regiment for billetimg party.
Orders were ehmged and Conpany Commatfader and First Sergesnt returned to Wieler.
Platoons remained with their respeot:lve Battalions. Hot food was served., No
further orders on move as yet, c psny on hour alert to meove out, Campeny bed-
ded for night. Campany Camande®: has not as yet returned with orders to move
to new area.

13 Mearch (Munstermafeld): Campany alerted to move at 0930 to new area on
administrative march. Kitchen truck broke down enroutw., All of the oampeny to
assemble around that vicinity but the pldtoons to stay with their respective Bat-
talions, One tank stuck enroute and pulled out by "Resevery". Kitohem truock
towed in. Fletoons gassed up snd the Campany Commander went around to see the
platoon leaders, Hot food served the platoons at the mew area. Maintenance Ser-
geant cheoked all tanks, No tank action as period clesed, .

14March (Munstermafeld): Platoons resting and performing maintenance, La-
trines dug. Canpany Commander -and platoon leaders on recomnaissance to Mosell
Hot chow sent to men at breakfast and supper time. Battslion Executive Offioe
with Recornaissance Flatoon up to Canpany CP. Battalion Cammander around to see
the Canpany Camander. No tank action but canpany on alert to move out and to
cross the river. Kitchen truck =2t Battalion Maintenance for new clutch,

15¥ arch (Burgen): Second platoon crossed the Moselle by ferrying behind the
Infantry which had secured the bridgehead. The bridge was built by the 18% En-
gineers, No enemy resistance. Third platoon orossed the bridge whioh hed, by
this time, been built by the Engineers. First Platoon in reserve, Caapasy Cam~
mander crossed bridge with 105 and established CP in Burgen., Division Heqdquar-
ters moved into Munstermafeld and forced kitchen to leave house. Kitchen meved
into Wiergen ufitl? kruck was repsired., Enemy resistance aoross the river very
slight., Z2veryone,; inecluding maintenance, across the river by 1800 hourl. Xo
sction by tanks as period closed. :

16 ¥ arch (Simmen): The 4th Armored Division passed through the 90th Infan-
try Division &8 soon as the bridgehead was secured. Enemy resistance was very
weak, The Infantry was motorized amd rode all the way mopping up amall pockets
of Germans bypassed by the 4th Ammored Division. No aotion by tanks as period
closed, only a road march., EKitchen came in at 1500 hours and set up for a hot
mesl. ~“aupany Comnander alerted the campeny for a 2 hour notice to move out,
Platoons all set up in surrounding towns with their Battalion Commanders., -

17 *arch (Boxheim); Canpany Cammander up to Regiment for a meeting. Re-
turned at 1700 and sent First Sergeant out to Boxheim on billetimg party with
Regiment, Area had not been cleaned out so Canpany Camander sent alonf two
teanks as seocurity., ‘ove wes made without mishap. All billets seocured fer the
men awsiting the inain body which was supposed to close in at 2000. As the per-
iod closed, the company he=d not closed into the town and the billeting party
bedded dowm for the night.

18 March (Roxheim): Campany olosed into bivouae area at 0500 hours. A
guide picked up the Canpany Cammander at road junctiom and brought the main
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»ody to the billets. Campeny bedded down .or some rest, kitchen set up for
hot chow, Compar,; Commender out to ses the platoon leaders, First Sergesant
started brck to 3*tbalion desdquarters at 0900, . ncountered six Germans en-
route who surrendersd snd vere taken by first sergesnt to D2ttalion Teadcuar-
tars, "nformed T"attallon Commander of the whereabouts of campeny. Bsttalion
Cammandar down Lo see Campany Cammander., Jaupany resting and performing msin-
ten~nce for rest of day.

. 19 ¥ -rch {(Roxheim)s; rlatoons alerted to move out a% 0480 to take Kresnough.
Canpeny Cow-snder up to Regimental Eeadquarters ror orders. Hot chow served
vletoons prior to jumping off. First Sergsant up to Bosenheim for a billeting
party where the platoons were to assemble . after taking the town which the 4th
Armored Division had bypassed. Town taken without a shot being fired. Omly
four prisoners taken., Ilatoons clos:d in at 1800 and bedded down for the night,
Hot chow served. Third rlatoon alerted To move up to #Wolfheim. Town tsaken with-
out much resistance, <«e&s truck up to third pletoon.

20 i »rch (Cosenh:im):s First platoon attacking in support of third platoon,
Tnemy resistonce weak st time. JSecond platoon in reserve, Hot chow and 50 cal,
ermunition brought platoons a: dsrk, Task Force operating in this area hes
cle=ned out =211 :neny oprosition.Ko sction by tenks ss period closed, Infantry
motorizad on back of tanks, Xitchen still serving hot chow to platoons,

20T BATY MO,

rn 12 "=:ch Comzamrs attached to 357 [nf, Left Tayem st 1200, 1st amd 3rd Pla-
tooms moved lmwbto =n ~8s5cobly ores 'n Keslt st 1400, 2d Flato-m moved imto sm assem-
bly rsres m “orz at 1400.

‘m 14 iarch, lst Plstoor crnssed Joselle River om poatooa bridge st 2030, 2d
“latnon crossed [oselle a: 2120; arrived ia Alkim at 2230, 3rd Fletoom left Lof at
2220 -ad crosssd ¥ osellie »t 2400; sntered Opperhausean at 0030,

2d Flessoom let i£lkim at 2300 14 :iiarch; arrived im zidemhausen at 0230 15:iarch. -
Took * Officers amd 27 3 pr _somsr »md kmocked out 4 dual-purpose 20 mm AA gums amd
1 anti~-tamk gum. 3rd TFlstoom left Cppsmhausen with Inf at 0800 to =ttsck Wimthausen,
Took 4 prisomers amnd destroyed 1 Artillery piece. iioved out of #Fimthausen at <1600
snd adwarced toward Bueholz; kmocied out 1 40 mm dual-purpose gumx smd 2 20 mm dusl~
purpose gums emroute., Arrived im Pueholz at 1700 smd took up defemsive posts for
t e w»ight,

Om 16% aech, 1st Flatoom weat to Buehoz. ihile assistimg im takinmg this towm,
1st tewl wes hit by fire fran ememy SP gua. 1 mem w=s LWA and evacuated. The other
four were LWA but remaimed at duty. Tank was disabled. Followimg this sctiom, the
feanaindsr of *he lst rlctoos was canbimed with the 3rd Platoom for further operatioms,

3rd Tlatoom pulled up om hill 500 yards east of Busholz amd took up firimg po-
sitioms #nd krocked out 1 artillery p.ece and 2 20 mm AA gums, Alsc destroyed 1
truck losded with petroleim, At 1400, 3rd platoom comtirued to move east sud des-
troyed € more 20 mm., AA gums, Conmt 1nund The attack and ram imto heavy bazooka fire
in wooded =res, Flstoon backed up out of tezooka ramge smd fired imto woods umtil
baz-okn wes meutrslized, Comtimued "“he attack and kmocked out 1 eneny half-track;
trem took up defemsive positiom o4 maim crossroad of Cobleaz highway.

2md "latoom left Tdemhausen st 0640 amd 2rrived at Pfgffemheck at 0700, 1st Sec
was fired om anrd disadbled st 0830 by sati-tamk gums, 4 mem were KIA and 3 mem LWA
and svacusted im this sotiom. 2»d sec of 2md Platoom took up defemsive ‘positiom
in towm 2 md destroyed 3 towed, anti-tamk gums.

0w 17 farch, lst and 3rd platooms sssembled at Hegsclhweisem st 2200. 2d Platoom
returmed to Obbemhausen et 1800. Cn 15 X¥arch, 3rd Platoom Lemimgen st 1300 smd -

o'med the 3rd Bm of the 257 Imf amd weat to Naldwebanhoun arrived at 1700, Om
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O ¥ mrch, 3rd rlstoom left ;Jaldwebamheim 1000; arrived in urtonhiql at 1300,
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COAPANY "D"3

Cr 11 M earch, the 1lst Plstoon continusd on its nission to clear their sec-
tor of enemy resistance., Teank 12 was withdrawn to the Canpeny area 2t Herres-
beeh for maintenance on a blown bogie wheel., The balsnce of the 1lst section of
the platoon outposted Riedsn for the night, while the 2d Ssction outposted kir-
chesch, The balance of the Campeny rem-ined in Eerresbech for the night, Tank
%1 hed » .50 cal. *‘achine Gun mounted on top of the turrst, T/4 Chicklon snd
T/5’Tilliamson reportad back fran the hos;itrsl to duty.

¢n 12 Z=rch, the lst rlatoon sssembled in Ruber rnd outposted it, The hel-
anos of the Canpany reme ned at Herresbach and psrformed ms ntenanc~ on their
veh'.cles,

(n 12 arch, the 1st section of the ist Flatoon took Lehmen and outposted
it while the 2nd section took and outposted :oselsurch., The beslsance of the Con-
prny was slerted at 0530 and moved fram Herresbach at 1145 to Naunheim, where
work wes started on changing the tragk blocks, 5ut. Zisberth was evscuatad for
yellgw jaundi ce,

On 14 »rch, the 1st latoon comtinued Yo outpost Lehmnen ~nd: oselsurch,
while the baslance of the Canpany remainea 2t Naunheim anc¢ continued work on
changing the track blocks., Tank 12 r+joined the lst “letoon at Lelmen,

On 151 arch, the 1lst secticn of the lst Iletoon took Kettenes and cuitnosted
it for the night. The 2nd section remsin=zd st . oselsurch., The balance of the
Canpany remmined =at Haunheim, '

On 16iiarch, the 1st Pletoon moved scross the “oselle Rivar end joinad the
Canpany in sn assembly area at zhr, where they were essiygn-d o Tesk Forcs Spiess,
The 1st section, while trying to go sround a ro=d block encountsred the eneny in
woods about 2 miles N,E. of EZhr, ~nd flushed them out. They sided ,ne‘infentry
in atteckin, Eoppsart, Al.ejor wes badly wounded »nd subjected to intenze siell
arms and artillery fire, 3Jgt, Cudie dismounted frau his tsank ené helped the " -
Jor to safety in the midst of heavy fire, During 4he nssault one 7,0, wns losk
by mines a2nd ons by an AT Jun, The 1st section outposted the ro=zd¢ about 2 miles
N.%. of ©hr, while the second section cutpos*ed s lrr. The T:lrner of the O
pany wnas alerted and moved fram Neunh»im ~%t 0730, crossecd the . os-~1le ?1v*r g
Hatzenport, and errived st =n ssseambly area =t ,hr sround 1225,

Th= 2d ~lstoon was alerted fran -hr end joindd T~sk Force Fsllsy, They mov~d
through woods #nd took Fleckershohed snd two trucks., i{dr., rirzenech #»s takern
next =nd here sn 3,8, Trooper sttemrt.d to stop n trnk ty shooting =L it vith »
pistol, They vrocesded on *o the tanks of the Riire River in the v c¢cinity of
Iolzfeld. An ~nmemy ro.ounition *ruck s proaching fran the North wes knock~d out
and 1 prison<r teken, 'n the fowm » wrotor c¢yclc -nc truck - ~re locked out, 3
Captains =2nd 1 llavel Cfficsr surrendsred, »ncd 3¢ more grisoners -crs teken., The
position held -, the :l-toon was on high ground overlooking the Rhine River with
full observation or “oth sides to the vicinity of Kest-r%, v~ Ked Cross “ricks
were observed psssin, on the other side of the River, but tliey vrre not fired uoc-
on because of their merkin;s., 4t night 2 more Red Zross “rucks sopromched snd
were halted. 32 pr soners were teken, Srucks were lo-ded w.Sh famunition
end head two of our .50 cel, mechine _uns i1 them., The trucks wers set on fire.
Later on & Ceptsin walked up and surrerdered,

The 3rd rletoon joined Task Force Lelley st 12.5, The ngsigred platoon of
Reconnaissence fran the 773 T.U. Fn, 2 T,0s, end 1 ;ion-er peep hrd the mission
of going to the Rhine River to ierleu and cut “he .~in rord on roth sides of the
River. They moved out snd took Ierovecn, 7olzlsald, ~nd -t orl~u crp-ured £ oris-
soners, The;, hed the civ lisns turn in #11 weaons -ud nilit~ry sguipm-~nt, Th-=
8d s=ction stn-ed *t Jerl-u and ou*vostcd i%, wr'l~ the 1lst sect’on movad beck “o
Tolzfeld and outnosted the nigh grouwnd >.-rlookin_ tne Fhir: Yiver,
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tn 17 warch, curins tie early merning the 1st seciion of the 3rd Pletoeon
destroyed 3 enemy trucks snd ome orr moving tiorg the rona on the Isr side of
the Rhine River, 4t drsm the tanks of the section withdrew froan the forwsrd

position and were concsnled in the brushe £ &0 ~nd 720 c-lin- r1"~ch11 .un
ware mounted on high ground overlocoxing the mein rord on totnh sides of the
Rhine, »nd » sniper position wrs set up 1ith =n:! -1 riitle, + 1000, Lt. Albes

T/4 Forden, Pfe. Gelbreith ~ndiallek woint down o reconuoit-r Srirsshai-, ~ad
while in LSown otserved srneuy soldiers setiing u- = rosC hlock =cross the Xiv-r
shout 2,00 -rrds swey, Fire wrs breught on th-m with iz =1 rifls ~nd the
group dispersed. L-ter r force of sbout 40 :neuy soldisrs wes oboerved working
their way to & high point overlooukin, the 5 ctor nzld b “ke 2d “letcon, Thayv.
were preprring to set up = mortsr position. Tl distrnee wes Soc gree=t Cov e
tarlc gund, so srtilllery w-s called for. The 1st round of rrb llery blewr Soeir
two scouts out of ‘heir observestiocn point. "L~ ensuir; berre e can, letelv dls=-
persed the  roup. The 2¢ Tevslry relie.sd tie Zrc _i-toca winich then Jjoine~é +he
Canpeny =t “hr. )

The 1s* section of the 1lst Flatoon neld the high ground =roumnd “opprrt while
the 2¢ section outpostec 5elzipg., Thne olatoor wrs relicved =nd returned *o the
Canceny. Tre 2d Fletoon continued So outpost lus osttion., 774 Zeuifl 1 stop-
ped 2 suspicious looking civili-sns, snd upon furti-r Lav-sti,~tion found them "o
be wefr‘n& Germen uniiorms undesr *+hcir civiliﬂn'clot\ﬂrb. cneovng o~ T ester Dot
snd the othrr = Cpl. At night the l~toon wsms relisived ~nd rrturrsd %o the Can-
pany sre- et Lhr, At 2100 the Campan; moved. from nr “o [izisrsusen,

Oon 18 "Iarch, a2t 0800 the thrse rlriouns mived oul cn missions, Thae 1t  1na-

-

toon rssnrulted Ferscheid with 2 glﬂfoons of Ben ~»a Hook 1% The nexl howm hrat

*
fell w=s Dellhsaufen, The  spernt the ni_ht outposting Lrnisehisd -und T- sehhrusen,
The 24 .1l=%oor moved through .hrbscnh, Lnrouah the voods to Ireitscheid -und ovsr

hilly and b-d terrsin to Steg. The 1lst :sl2toon w's con-reted % Fenschhrusan *nd
they miced in outposting the rres., The Zrd il-~to:in rejoin~d I.[, nll-y «<ith
rletoor of Rcn, and moved through Rheinbollen., A detour r~d to be rede -~round
“rtrch because of 2 big creter in the road. The 1lst sectior moved down the main
rosd snd took Bacherach, The tow: wrs outpostea for “he nirht =nd sev-r=~1 shobs
were fired -t the ememy across the River., The 2:d sectior tock weurath snd out=
pssted it for the night, ~"he 1st Ile toon tool 17 crisomers, The lonieny C.T,
rameined et Liebhshausen,
om 18 X arch, the 1st Ilatoon outposied its aver for the d-r ~nd r+turned *o
the canpray rres that evering a t Lisbsheuser, The 2d letcon mwes raliav-C of
its positions =nd resturned to the Canpany rre~. The 3rd :l-toon rem=ired in po-
sitiom until 1400 and wns then relieved b- the 2d Crumlry, Ther roturnsad to “he
Canpsny =re~, At 1645 the Platoon moved to i~rtenh-im ~herd oi the Tonpan;s snd
later joired it egain. Tenk 32 w-s sent beck to Crdnmnc- vit:. Crl, Terde end
Ffc, Mallak, The Caniuany made a 40 mile msrch o ot., Johsnn
" on 20 iereh, the 3 Flrtooms left 5t, Johens =% OFOT to Jo'n ~.F, I iess.
The 1st Ilatoon moved with the Task Force %o .orsheim, Isrienhein, Ugarheim,
Crer 3sulheim, Hdr. Jeuvlhesim, up Zo the gerer~l direc ior of ¥i7r, C1-, I’=s ﬁhcy
mpproached Nér, Clm %“iaey shot af trucks going over ths nill, “~rl ctstecles
were encoumteared h-re, The T,Ds =rd assrult guns wors c-11l=d or Yo fire on +th

i

*own, They flushed out end destroysd trucks 1--vin_ the town, Cur rir copps
Ybonbed end strsffed the town le vin_ mrny yeh’cles r. £l==s Two tr ls of khe

lst sect’on, the platoon o7 Rexn, "na 1 T.D went x to Llnﬂk the toom [ron the

North ~rd ran imto the ereny on the orest of tre hill. 1Z m-chire zun nests were
kmocked out and 3 prisoners taken. A white f{lag wrs raised ir r -ortiom of towm
and the Force thought the town was cleared, The Force moved up 1-d by 2 T,Ds and

got to the crest of the hill, The two T.Us were irunedi-tely ‘nocked out by duo-
purpose gg8's well comceslad, Ugbs. Loy r =nd Cudio wen* in under ’ire to sdmim-
b .
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igter first aid to the wounded mem and help them to = poimt of cover, The Force
withdrew fran the crest of the hill aad called for Imfantry ead Artillery help,

The Flatoon split up, ome sectiom stayimg im Komgerheim for the might, the other
sectiom im Selzem,

The munber of prisomers takem by the Task Force accanpsayimg the 1lst Pla=
toom durimg the period covered im this report was approximstely 500/

The 2d Flatoom moved through iomsheim to Vemdersheim and joimed the Task
Force, They wemt to Worrstadt to Schormsheim, amd in line formatiom to Unden-
heim, where the people cleared the road block for them. Artillery fell just be=
yond town, the artillery observer picked up the positiom snd directed our owm
fire amd silemced the gums, At Kemgerheim they emcoumtered amotaer road block
snd 3 bazookes just missed the tanks, The T.Bs fired om the block and cleared
it, 5 prisomers were takem, They them moved to Selzem amd om to M amnenheim,
whers they stayed for the aight.

The 3rd rlstoom moved to Obr, Hilbersheim, joimed Kelley's Task Force, took
Ndr. Hilbersheim, Emgestadt, Bubemheim, Schwebemheim, 20 prisomers amd shot up a
motorcyele, amnd Elsheim where they were stopped by the civilisms amd imformed
that the rosd block taere was wmimed, They detoured aroumd the town, took it
end proceeded om to Esssmheim where they took 17 prisomers., The advamce was
stppped because the road wss heavily mimed for the mext mile., Same dug im posi-
tioms were encoumtered near a crossroad smd they were fired upom. 13 prisomers
were captured amd they w re used to clesr the road of mimes, The Flatoom moved
om to withim 4% kilometers of their objective =-fiaimz, and met heavy direct fire,
They moved baé&k to the crossroads and set up defemsive positioms umtil reinforce=
mbnts came, Two more prisorers were takem there, The roads were outposted um=
+£1 1700 when smother missiom was givem them to take QOber Clm snd X1 Winterheim,
They rejoimed the Campamy a t Ndr., Saulheim for gas, emmumitior and water,

The Company C,.P. moved fram St, Johamm at 1015 to Ndr. Ssulheim., While lim=~
ing up om the roed ready to move out, a group of ememy plames came over and were
Pired upom, A stray 20 mm, shell hit the half-track seared the right track mesr-
ly off., Several bambs were dropped im the distamce.

SERVICE CQi{PANY:

Om 11 March, the Canpamy was bivouaced at Dreis, Gemeamy. Omn 12 ¥ arch moved
to Siebesdmch, lNoved om 14}March to Naumheim amd om 18N arch to Gomdershausen,
Canpany moved om 18 March-toilorschbrch and om 20 March to Schewppenmhsa.

Trsmsportatiom Platoom had (2 ) smmumitiom amd (1) gasolime trucks attached
to "A", "B", smd "C" Conpamies, (1) smmumitiom amd (1) gasolime truck attached
to Hqs. and "D" Compamies, The Battaliom water Truck operated fram Battaliom Hgs.
The shortege of tramsportstiom im the platoom made movimyg very difficult, but to
keep the mecess~ry supplies near the Canpsamies, the aplatoom shuttled supplies to
the locatiom of the Bm, Hqs. preceedimg the movement of the Campamy to the area
the mext day. 6,000 roumds of 30 Cal, 600 roumds of50 cel, 300 roumds of 75 H,E.
360 roumds of 76 H.Z, smmumition smd 23,700 gelloms of gzsoline were drawm fram
dunp durimg this period,

The Battaliom liaintenance Platoom accanplished the followimg work durimg
the period;

For A Canpsny - replaced clutch amd boggie wheel om tamk iiedium M 4,

For B Canpamy - imstalled mew clutch om 2% tom 6 x 6,

For C Canpany - Inmstalled mew exgine amd clutch a fsanbly onledM4 tank,

For Hq Canpany - Imstalled mew slutoh amd pressure' plate om % tom 4 x 4,

For Sv Canpany - Replsced rear wheel drums, tumed emgime, replsced sll wheel
giarings snd tightened tramemission om Q4C 2% tom 6 x 6. Replaced exgine om QfC

fo B x & Ty
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21-31 Mareh 1946

'MEADQUARTERS & HEADQUARTERS CQOYPANY - M EDICAL DETACE!ENT;

Company less As3ault Gum Platoom remaimed im Divisiom reserve at Ober Saule
_heim,. Om 21 March at 0700, the Assault Gum Platbom -attacked with Sub Task Force

Wegmom fram Selzem, East to Dexheim, They captured Dexheim at 1100 agaimst lighg :
enary resistamee and two prisomers were takem, After Dexheim was captured, the
platoom went imto defemsive positioms imside the tomm and remained there umtil
1900, At 1930, the Pletoom moved with elaments of Task Force to a mew defemsive
position which the Platoom was ordered to hold amd defend agaimst possible enemy
counter-attacks. Platoom remaimed im these positioms uutil 1500 the following
dey. .
v Om 22 March, the Assault Gum Platoom was ordered to move approximately 2000
yards to the East amd take up mew positioms om high groumd overlookimg the Rhein
River, Fran these positioms they were to preveat amy ememy attempts to cross the.
Rhein at this point, Platoon stayed im these positioms umtil 0700 the following
day, Om 23 Maroh, the Platoom w2s retieved fram Task Force Speiss amd rejoimed com-
pany at Ober Saulheim at 1300,

Om 24 M arch, Canpamy less Assault Gum Platoom left Ober Saulheim, crossed the
Rhein River at 2200 and arrived im Geimsheim at 2245,

Omn 25 Maroh, Campany less Assault Gum Platoom remained im Divisiom reserve at
Geinsheim, At 1000, the Assault Gun Platoom moved with Bub Task Foroce Wagaom frem
Geimshaim, arriving im sssenbly area at Greemsheim at 1100. At 1300, the Platoom
attacked nth elements of Task Foroce Wagnom thru Darmstadt, cspturlng town ageinst
light enamy resistamce, Attack comtimued to outskirts of towm where the Flatoon
set up a roed blook 1 kilaneter N.E. of Darmstadt. At 1400, durimg the attack om
Demstadt, t:e Flatoom assisted im capturimg a comvelescemat hospital which comtaimed
approximately 200 ememy patiemts., At 2200, at the road block, first ssctiom cap-
tured am enemy petrol comsisting of 3 mem, At 2400, the Flatoom was relieved by
Units of the 26th Iaf Div amd pulled back-to posttions inside Darmstadt,

Om 26 X»rch 1945, Canpany less Assault Gum Platoom left Geimsheim and moved to
Erzhausen, At 0600, the Assault Gum Plstoom moved fram Darmstact with Task Force
Kelley, arrivimg im assenbly a rea at Bayers Etch at 0730. At 0800, Pletoom attack-
ed with Task Force Kelley from sssenbly sres at Bayers Etch, attack moved N.E. thru
woods, capturimg Offemthsi 2t 1000.

Om 27 *arch, Company less Assault Gum Flasoom moved from Zrzhausem to new area
»t Qtertshsusen at 1900. Assault Gum Flatoom, efter beimg relsived fron Task Force
Kelley, rejoimed Canpany at Cbershausen, ’

Cm 28 ¥ arch, conpamy moved fram Qbershauserm to Hochstadt and rensined there inm
reserve umtil 30 U arch whem compasy moved to Glauberg. Cm 31 arch, Canpany moved
fran area st Glauberg to Iislbeshausen,

Medical Detzchmert set up eid statiom with Headquarters throughout entire per-
iod, "illism X. Reiff, Captakn, MC, was transferred fram the 712th Temk Bn il ed Det
to the 315 ed Ba. Durlne, this period, ore smbulamce half-traokwas with Task Foroe
Spiess amd ome litter peep crew was with Canpamy "A",

COLFPANY "A":

Ow 21 iiarch, all platooms .pushed with their Imf Bus 50 new objectives im visin-
ity of M ainz, 1st at i anbsch = 2d at 3575€6€ - 3d =t Bretzenheim - Hq at Obr 0Olm.
1st Platoon resporsible for the capture of mar; Gerrmers, Sgtliartim STA, Left sm

elmost blown off by blast of hwmd gremads shoved dowm tube of 75 mm tamk zum by

nfiltrating SS men; 3.t Faciemes tank hit twice by eremy artillsry shells, 2
;late S‘="'Y‘Sg0ll ll‘ft’sponwn parted. Ome mam LTA ; % ev*%uat»c. ' I.yoth':r LA {:;’n&or

b LA g = -
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Tn 22 cvel, *rad plobtoea cved imto .alawz fron the N,W. with 3rd Bn 35S Inf.
~¢ rletoors movad fo Goms-ancim,
Sw % 7 arciy, »atire canpaay »t Fiwtien for preparatiom to cross Rhime River,
£a 2% ~rch 1280t Fintass 1230 to cross Rhime., At rprroxmetely 1800 first
slenents of canpray crossad yomtoon bridge 2t Hiersteim, 7“oved on imto Leeheim

arC srrived =% 1v30., Dlistances trevsled = 22 miles, 1st amd 24 platooms joimed
their infesatry Zns, 3d zl-*oon iz reserve 2t Lecheim., Sans ewemy sir sctivity
seor bridys site, 2-2 Jleres shot dowm,

om 70 - -rch, *11 pl-toons moved with their Inf Bss im pursuit of the =r»remy,

R~sistesace w~: lizht to so-ttsared., At lest resport =11 platooms im gemeral vi-
civity frzhsusen - _2~lsbach,  ‘rogress was ia s geaeral Nz directiom., Co Eq 2t
Teiterst-dt, .

n 28 7 rch, all nl~tocas pushed to ner objectivew. Inemy resistamce light,
=% ~latos v ciaity Di~teshein, 1st in reserve vicirity heusem. Platooms pre-
rimg to cross "~imz Piver, (o Iic st Tistzsnbach, _ Lo
~p 27 " -rech, =11 plstoows prep°rirg Lo cross :aixz River. 1-2 platooms inm
vicialty piet-sheim, 3d pl-tomm ricim.ty Laumerspiel., Co g *t Hesusen,

e 27 ~rch, 211 1~ ocoms crosscc helairz River im the mornimg.
“n 29 *-reh, #11 pl-tooms sarviced ~s Hq Pl~toom crossed the river., Platooms
prevsring to to rush off iz mob le ts~sk force. Co Hg a t fittelbuchem,

" opn 70 .-rch, <11 1atooms moved far out with their I»f Brs, 1lst Flatoom met
st+ared resisi=ncc, Ctner platooms 20 enemy o:positiom., Distamce traveled - 30
1es, 20 7g %t Gedarm, ‘

1 _srch, »lstooms s ain moved out amd travelled about 28 miles without
mestiry eremy opposit.on, 1lst st Us “ershausem ~ 24 st Grossemmoor - 3d at Schie-
tzen. sSchlitz f.rst ci:y of comsiderahle size tskem by our task forces. The
routss Reirg followsd =re mostly over sscomdary rosds smd trails. The rum of
towms and villages eve .ery suall to avsrage, Co Eg st Schlitz.
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tm 21 2 arch, the tanks were with the imfemtey im the sttack om Maimg. Ome
section of tarks with 2 p atooms of imfamtry ceptured a Germam Hq ard took the
‘CO of the town garrisom prisonsr., The battle comtimued umtil the followlng morm-
img »* which time the temks moved to Dexheim im preparatiom for orossimag of the
Riine Riv~7.

tr 23 srch, the tanks crossed the Rhine River attached to the 357 Imfantry,
The following day *ne remainder of the Canpamy crossed. The temks had mot fired a
shell at closs of 24 arch, A

Cm 25 % erch the canpemy weas relieved fran sttachmeat to ths 357 amd attached
to the 259 Inxf, Scattered small-arns fire was met. The Imfantry was motorized

in prepsr-tiom for follovimg the 4th Armored Divisonm.

Om 2€ ' -rch, the canprny wemt imto am assenbly area at Biefer im preparatiom
“Por » crossimg of the X aim River. da mtemamc- had priority umtil compamy ‘crossed
the river 28 v arch at 1240, The tamks joimed the imfamtry &md pushed out to Gaul~
Burg 29 ¥ aroh, still following the 4th Amored Dividoa. TLt. Gagat lost thllkl by
bazooka fire 2t Selters durimg a stilf esgagemenmt with German SS soldiers.

Om 30 . crch, the terks reached Hertzdor{ amd om the 31 March reaskwd Kischeim,

still follow mg the 4th Ammored Divisiom. No emamy oppositiom met the Ied#k 2 days.

CQEPANY "C"s

om 21 amd 22 ki arch the tamnks comtimued to mop up with the Iafawfiys
Zg?ifrﬁg the canpamy moved to Dephsim im preparatiom to or f;
nignt, ” i

‘ﬁivqr

-
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~m 24 -~rch Trd 1-%oor 1-{t Ggeinsnen at 1120; joim~d 359th Iaf amd arrived
17 agterlvu ot 1400 sz stlag the Imfaatry in Stckimg the towm,

w5 arsh, 3rd letoonm left lestaerlsu =t 0600 #ad sssisted the Iafamtry in
Aling  sull townme -ad the surrhundimg high grouad. At 1700, the 3rd Platoom
e - lisvrd fram the 256tn Infamtry -ad joimed the 357 Inf im Wixhausem and set
1 »o-~d block -t 2230, 1st Sectiom of 3rd rlatoon workimg with the 2d Ba amd the
¢ “agtion vorkim_ with the lst Bm wire givem the missior of clesmimg out woods,
n this achtiom 3rd :l-tnoa keocked out 2 40 mm AA gums ~ad 1 €8 mm gum, : Took 9
risoners, 2nd .latocom 1~ft Lrfeld.m ¢t 0430 smd arrived im Griesheim »t 0450
» »d took up defeswcive positiom., .loved <t 1110 to protect am airport amd a mesr-
SR TP ATl R SR WO

rw 26Y . crch, 24 tlatoom left their position at 1015 snd wemt to Elgabach,
Mt ] ptach oL 1700 =rd arrived im Gretzheim st 1815 =ma set up defemsive po-
3ition, Avrd .latoo- left treir rosad block positioms 2t 1800 smd arrived im Deit-
0 ok ~% 21C0. .

w27 'rch, 24 J1*todm 1l2ft Gretzh=im ~t 0300 smd arrived im Bieber st 1115,
"rd 1~toem ~vr ved in Jieber s% 1430,

“n 27 -reh, 2d _1= o>m 1eft ieber =t 0930 aad sarrived im ¥ sllheim at 10165,
cross ~d “he  ~im River 1230, stpprinmg ia Hockstadt. 3rd Flmtoom left Bieber at
YN ~we rr ved in o abheim st 1000, crosssd the “iaiw Rive »r 8t 12 00 amd arrived
i id-r-truckes ~. 1300,
~ ¢ ~rch, 24 .1- ozr left lochst dh at 100D ard srrived im .Gross-Forbem
~% 1ERN, 23 -echlon Soo’ ur outpost postioms. 1st Sectiom wes semt to areas msst
ce( vmet ST towr bo o arn, Took 7 vrisomsrs. [latoos returaed to Gross-Ksrben
-+ 1777, Rs0 1-toor ervived lr Z-org Crand Leu st 1500,

T

B

y ) -reh, 2d 1l-tooa «fi (ross-x-rbem 2t 0030 to comtact 1lst Bm 357 Inf
s Cyatghar crrivimg o5 0000, [oft Lrmichem st 0715 oa tacticel road march to
Lgvm of “reumzsshun, ch-ckin; wooded rre=s earouce, 3rd rlatoowm left Berg Gramd
Teu -+ «7oq ~nd At 1400 =assizled the Iwfantry in taldmg 162 pr so-~ers, Arrived
n Ru dl“” heim ~%¢ 1130.

2+ 71 “arch, 2¢ 1-tcom left “reumgesiacim =%t 0700 rad marched to Krustinm

~rr’ciec there ~% 1800 crpluring 4 prisonrers,

21 _~rch, the lst -l=toox continmued its =dvance through Friesemheim, Dex-
sim, Oslhelm, ond outLosted . owasnheim for the night. The 24 rlatoom moved at
1IN0 +o Torzweiler ~rd wmockad out = truck goiwmy into town., Armother truck was
srobtad goimp towsrds ~rxhai.. Spt kwistkowskl pursued it oad finally kmocked
IV out after shazing it “or o mils, Ir Lorazweiler 1. prisomers amd 4 trucks
“jere talem, The "l-toon was orderad back to:r.onmeaheim, reorganized, smd at 2000
“oa’ Teekemhsin with 18 risomers, [t 3500 the 3d . 1l-toor reimforced the lst Ela-
com ~=d cortecbad tihet -t Dzxhoim wasrs they wont irnto positiom. Their mission
1v+z fo rcusihur to ths Rivor ~=d +vakz Dieaheim, but ‘»n the msamtime the 4th Armored
Jivision ntd pushed through end took it. The Ilatcon moved with Rom amd took mnd
outrosted _chwalsbur,. Y 272C they weore returned to the Canpamy ares at Ndr,

"t PR30, Lasy wers ordsrsd to reinforce Claut., Dye =t Lorweiler and
soed TeRe casiitom nors lTor the nlpht.

2 I
5:
2
+

X

T ardNhei,

e

T 27 sren, caanen jwi'sd tas 1st Pl-tooa rt ~ouienheim omd stayed for the
SioWE,  Phe 2d Tl anm gortisacd To outpost ieckeorhsime The 3rd Flstoom moved st
1200+ tte cefensive nosltion or the River -t Tackerh~im vith the 24 Platoom,

"as 33 o o imbo “ositior after derkness bscause of direct obssrvetionm.
w270 sveh, "F 2405 Le eraoes o0 he 2d -.id 3rd Flatcons wore shelled by our

ovee apiillar Do1ling taort,  r dewsn Sie, movad L ¢ from taeir positioms and
Tater raiaieed e ,ar* ‘ny L o eahria, ’c Caaromy aoved from™ omexnheim and

<7
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set up = CP st Cbr, Saulheim,

Om 24 Maroh, the Canpamy rested for the dsy snd at 1730 moved out to cross
the Rhime River, The road w*s hesvily traveled snd there were mumerous plames
(ememy) tist flew over smd drew a large smout of fire., The comvoy itself wss
not molested by the plames, As the Canpsny crossed the Rhime, a large coluam of
German pr’ somers were marchimg across the bridge ia the opposite direetiom. The
Canramy set up a CP smd remaimed at Gimsheim for the balamce of the night,

O 25" erch, the Platoons left Gimsheim = t 0700 amd with the mission of tak~
ing Darmstadt, # oity of s prewsr populatiom of 89,000, Little imformatior was
aveilable =8 to the troop stremzth smd the geamersl situstiom withim the city. The

outskirts were approsched sfter about a 12 mile march smd the foroes splat, The
3rd Platoom w.th s platoom of Rca, comstitutiag Task Force Kelley, moved im om the
maim road approach mg the city. At the edge of the woods just om the outskdrts of
the city 88 prisomers were tskem, Im the towam itself a bit of small arms fire was
sncoumtered, smnd leter 28 prisomers takem, Comntsact was them made with the 4th Ar-
nored Divisiomn who had pushed im fran the left flaak,msd the towm was clesrdd with
1ittle resistamce, The 1st amd 2d rlatooms #ith a platoomo of Recm supported the
3rd Flatoon's operatioms fram the left flamky this force was Task Force Fagaom,
The Zrd Platoon outposted the city im the vicimity of the Railroad Statiom amd Sgt
Bolmes took 21 prisomers, The 1lst Flatooa outposted the road HNHE of the towm, -
While there 2 Rca peeps pusned through recommoiterimg the road amd several hume
dred ysrds shead were kmocked out by esemy actiom. The Force was motified by the
civilisns that there were 3 canpsmies of eaemy Infesxtry shead im the woods, Sev=
ayal civilisns were ordered to comtact the emsmy forces amd give them a chamce to
wurreader, The enemy group had spparemtly moved out im the mearxtime as omly a
small group of ebout 20 soldiers were comt-sted. L embers of Headquarters Platoom
took 8 prisomers ‘ram the woods ia that ar=e, The might was speat in the XE sece
tion of +own. .

Om 2€'.arch, #t 0600 the 12t Platoom lefi Damstadt. screemimg the woods, roads,
and trail E of towm, They took the towrs of Lamgea, Spremdlimgen, amd stopped for
swwhile #t Burgel. At 1807 they pushed o:f »zaim with portioms of the 359 Infemtry
ridimg the *erks emd took “he tomm of Tppembsck., They emcoumtered same machine
gun ard sriper fire, A %otal of &5 prisomsrs were tekea Dby the Plstoon duriag the
dsy, The balewce of the Canpsmy moved out frm Dsmstadt at 0700 with Rem. amd
sorecned +the wooded sre»s, “re.ls smnd rosds, sanc worksd towards the faim River,

The right was speat =t Jugesneim which wss resched =t 1600, 7hile he was sittimg
im towm i® nh'e veep, s Geruse zolaier cmme out of a house amd wslked up to Lt,
Himtt smd g-ve hinself up., ¥e ssid he nad beem on * l2svs, had overstayed his
lerve b/ ole day, s~d we came im ver; umexpectedly. F= shook hamds with his peo-
plp, climbed om the touck, 2ad evsrytodry wes hary. The Zrd rletoom took 3 more
prisoaers im that vic mity. (

Om 27 - arch, the Conpeny moved a few miles to Remtrucked amd were later joimed
by the 1st Platoom, The gay wes spext in maintemance mad restiamg,

Omn 28 ¥ rrch, nost of the day w28 szeat ix maintemance 2ad resting, Pfo Parker
sccidently shot himself iz his left hamd while cleanimg his Tomie gum amnd was evac=-
uated, Pfc "umiz was evacua Ted for ar =zye irritatiox., The Campamy moved fram
Rembruokex at 1515 =md crossed the X aim River st 20i0. They arrived at Kesselstadt
st 2115 end remsinsd there for %re b-lamce cf the night, B

_Om 25 iiarch, 211 Flatosns were rlerted amd moved fran Kesselstadt at 0615, The
1st swd 2d Flato.ms were sttached to Task Force "'azjaom alomg with 1 platoom of Rém,
fran”the 773 TDs. They moved into several towms, clezred them of isolated ememy '
troops, and took im the arms emd ailitery equipemt of the civiliams. Im the ome
town outpos-ed bs 2 tesks of the 1st Zistcom, exmy troozs were observed goimg a~
cross the crest of s distest hill, Fire was ;laced om them with the 37 mm, and

{;Hgnmfghixe ran the ome tamk, L*. Zist:, 7/5 Zcrm amd Tucoi wemt up after

.

8 pe®p BnUpgarched Tock 11 rriscmers,
1
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Ths Coapamy mimus the 3rd Zlatoom merched to Bonstadt. Tanks of the 1st
Platoom stopped om the nill just i of towa =ai chas i dowm 4 prisomers, The
Headquarters seotiom, led by the dtchen Iruck, spearheaded into town amd clesr=
ed it by takimg 28 more prisomers, The 24 Flstoom set up road blocks im the sure
rounding ares and ricked ur 18 more rrisomers. A Total of 86 prisomers were cap-
tured im the towm smd surroumd.xg sres that sveming sad might. The 3rd Platoom
workimg with Tesk Force Falley comtimued om similar aissioms of olearimg towns smd
woods of ememy. Durimg their operstioms for the day they captured well over 100
prisomers, smcd took n cmmoflovged eir strir im woods containing 1 shotup plame
and 3 operative 5 130's, . . _

on 30 Yarch, the lst "1»2->a tlus am I & R Flatoom joimed forces st Stemsheim
»t 0635, They to\k st-dem with 1 prisorer, #cr. ¥ ockstadt with 30 prisomers, M ock~
stsdt, Rimstadt, Nidde, Rudimgsheim, to Schottea. 25 more P,.W.4s were taken there,
The ’iq Platoon traiams followed the lst Firtoom »% 30 mimute imtervals amd ceptured
10 pr-sonsrs i» the woods W, of Nigda, seriously woumded ome amd killed two at the
bottan of a steep dmay., Theyv Joimed the lst Platoom at Scho-tem where they round-
ed upr 51 m~re prisomers ;noludxu high ramkiang officers. The 2d Platoon followed -
the 1st " atoom to ScholZem and set up 3 road bloock om the East end of town at
1300, takimg 19 more prisomers,

The 3rd Flatoon jumped off with T3k Ferce Kelley at Oberau at 0628 amd P*"" :
ceeded to Limdheim, Glwubsrg, Stockemheim, Ortemgerg to Lissberg. —Ia this vieinity
t ey emocuatsred saiprer and machime gum fire. Two tamks amd 2l4¢ sontimued en :
and the 2xd =8 was knooked out by ba zooka fire, After the ad ‘was eleared im
that srea the Force comtinued om to\l erkeafrits, Goderam, Harhmhiu, nd at ‘
1410 returned to Campamy coatral, The Campamy moved to Sehottem, ernm

The 2d Flatoom was alerted at 0015 31 Yarch to set up a read blapk
miles fram Schottem. They returaed to the Canpamy ares at 0700, sad Conpeny,
nimus Hq Seotiom moved out at QVR0 Lo imvestigste the towns amd roadrlcﬁilg ll.
They foumd them to te all alesred amd for the most part >oceupied by our srocps,
The 4th Armored Divisiom moved through the sector durimg the day, A OF w.ar seh
up at Bde, Josss after a 40 mile march. The treins jeimed the Caspany later i
the day., The Oampany was reverted baok to Battaliom comtrsl at 2200, ;

Ia sumsrigiag the eveats of this period, the purpose of Task Fores Ke!
snd Task Foroe Wegnoa was to iaveatigste amd clear the trails, woods , )
towas of all enany troops cut off by the advamces of larger umits t'ht
the Task Forces, to report the towas ocoupied by our treeps, amd %o l&h
these roads tad Sowaz asafe for the traims sad troops thet might fell
towas were to be placed umder mil tary law, aad all militery equipmend'
anell srms, ammuaition, ete,, %o be comfiscated fram the civiliam pes
sane ocases the Task Foroes were the first US Sroops to emter the tewms,
prisomers were takew, most of them with me resistemce, just wd.il.t; in.
streets for our troops to oome Wy se they ceuld surremder. They s
the war was over for thea, Om eme ocecasiem & Gemmeam Captain stepped
road im fromt of tie advamcing task ferce amd fired his Luger st
hiocles, It was oaly after their leader was killed that the DAY
that their officers made them fight et the peint of a gun,

SERVICE COLBANY: A

4

(m 21 Narch, ompany was bivouseced at Biebelshein, ¢
to Wolfsheim. Caapaxy meved aguin om R€Mareh to Ersheusen
shausen, On 30 smd Sl March Campany was Miveussed ot @B

Transportatioa Platoom ~-- ﬁ.m ' :
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truck orer~ted fran 3attaliom Hesdquarterd, Fifty (50) roumds of 105 HZ, 10,800
rounds &0 ¢~l,, 9500 rounds 75 HI, 200 roumds 75 V¥, 45,000 roumds 30 cal.,, 300
roancés 7€ :20, 100 rouads 37 IE amnumitiom smd 27,200 g2lloms of gaso lime were
dr~sn from *he duips during the prriod cov-ring the report,

The =“ati~lion 2 2ben-rce Flatoom accanplished the followimg work durimg
the »-riods

For . Canpsay = replsaced oil line aad engime studs on-lton 4 x 4,

For B Conpany - instslled rnew ergime iniiedium Tank,.ﬁ4 W/VS m gum, Im-
stal"ad new em;'ne iniedium Tsenl, 14 w/165 mm Howitzer. Imstalled mew emgime
in Recovery Vehicle i 32. ‘

For C Canpany - installed mew emgine iniiedium Tankil4 w/105 mm Howitzer.
Pulled ergine, replacad clutch, installed smmuaitiom recks srd radio rascks om-
"edium Esnk 14 W/;qwmn Gun, Rer-ired 75 mm Gua om M edium Tank,

¥or Tg Canpnﬂy - replaced tlutch oa ; tom 4 x 4. ]

Por edics ~ replaced left fromt sprimg and clesmed carbuerator oa half-
tr-ck. .
For 3v Canpamy - iastalled new eagzime im QC truck, 21 tom, 8 x 6, 1

Recelived “ron ordasmce six new replscensnt tanks rnd four old omes that had
heer repsired, % l-+or repsirs and widimg wss dome on them, All tanks weres chesk~
ed for ~echenicel fumctioas, small arms, radios snd 2rtillery before turn¢ng theh
over to “She camp=nmics of the b~+talion. -
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